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Brother and Sisters in Christ-
They say that absence makes the heart grow fonder.  And in this case, I hope it is true. As I whte this,

both congregations are in the midst of a temporary halt in gathering together according to our normal customs.
Some parts of our life together we have been able to continue in other ways. Perhaps we even have learned a
few new things that might be helpful to us as we go forward past this particular time.

The Word is still being proclaimed, through the lnternet and other means. And it seems that we are
doing a betterjob of checking in on one another to make sure we are loving one another as best we can.

But we are absent from two very critical things. And I pray our hearts grow fonder in each regard.  What
are these two things?                                                                                                                             `.

The first is each other.  And here is where that old proverb may be most true. For when we are regularly
together, it can become easy at times to get frustrated with one another. When we think about coming together
normally, we might think of that person that we are going to struggle to interact with as we know we should.
We can be like siblings who have spent one too many hours in the car together on a long road trip.

But I pray this time will make us much more appreciative of the body of Christ as it is manifested in our
local congregations. I pray that when we come back together, we will be truly happy to see each other.  I hope
we will better understand why it is that God's normal instmction is to have His people gather physically in one
location together.  I suspect that we will treasure all the more the opportunity to encourage and comfort and
exhort.

The other thing we are absent from right now is our Lord's Table.   When we do not get together
physically, this precious meal is kept from us for a time.   And I pray that our hearts are growing fonder for it as
well.   The Lord's Supper can indeed be a thing that we take for granted.  We can think it will always be there in
another week.  But when it is taken away, we should get a little antsy.

For if it is troublesome to be isolated from others, it is particularly troubling to be isolated from Jesus in
this way.   While our Lord is with us everywhere, He is particularly and wondrously present for us in this meal.
It is the only place He promises to be physically present, in His body and blood, with us.   Even though we
might be relying on phones and the internet to stay connected to others right now, we long to be back physically
present with them as soon as we can.   The same should be true for us when we think of our relationship to
Jesus.  We are still connected to Jesus through our baptism, the Word, and prayer, but we should long to be
back physically with Jesus at His altar.   This absence should make us understand all the better the central part
this meal plays in our life with Christ.

May this absence make our hearts grow fonder for one another and for the meal in which the Lord
makes Himself physically present for us and our salvation.

In Christ'
Pastor Philip Hoppe



** Maundy Thursday & Good Friday services have been cancelled.  Pastor wi:ll be having ONLINE services fior these.
Please be watching our Facebook pagej;or any changes to Easter and thereafter.

USHERS
*Easter Sunday. April 12 (7 am) -Tim Koski, H.U., Ed Bamick, Rich Mensing, Josh Alleman
Sunday, April 19 -LeRoy Thum, H.U., Bruce Pogatchnik, Wayne Fiero, Ethan Alleman
Sunday, April 26 -Ron Osladil, H.U., Dick Alleman, Royce Larson, Gideon Hoppe

ELI)ERs AsslsTING WITH Horn COMMUNION
*Easter Sunday, April 12 -Ron Volk & John Pitts
Sunday, April 19 -Don Weiss & Dwight Hahn

4PRZ]L ALZ]4R GUILD -  Becki & Dormelle Bridenstine

DQ4IE.                                  .                              ACOLYTES
*Easter Sunday, April 12 (7 am) ........... Charlotte (A)  Carli (C).

Sunday, April  19  .......................  Ella Hoppe  ..........

Sunday, April 26 .......................  Kenny Ziegler ........

GREETFpe_
. Anna Maria & Don Weiss
Anna Maria & Don Weiss

. LeRoy & Donelda Thum
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Peace Lutheran Church
Regular Council Meeting
Wednesday, March 11, 2020

Present were:  Pastor Hoppe, Tim Koski, Dwight Hahn, Dermis Koipi, Bill Tvedt.
Chairman Tim Koski called the meeting to order at approx. 7:50 pin. Pastor Hoppe opened with prayer.

The minutes Of the February 2020 regular council meeting were approved as read.
Th`e Treasurer's report by Dermis Korpi was approved as presented.

Pastor's report:
- The meal for the June 28, 2020 Convocation at Peace will be served by the Women of Peace.  We thank them for their
willingness to serve for this event.
-The radio taping and broadcast of worship services at Peace will begin April 19, 2020.

- Peace organists will be encouraged to attend the organist event at Barnuni on Saturday, April 18th.  Peace will pay the
cost of $20 each and mileage.

Trustees:  The Trustees will request Erick Nelson to add cleaning of all door knobs, handles, railings and tops of pews if
he is not doing this already.
Some minor repairs at the parsonage and a small amount of painting at church will happen soon.

Old Business: none

New Business:  The Smelt Fry will be held again this spring.  More information to follow.
Meeting adjourned at 8:25.  Closed with the Lord's Prayer.

Respecrfully Subm itted,
Dwight Hahn, Acting Secretary
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Through the message of Easter
we have an endless hope,

not a hopeless end!

ueLives!
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