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To those loved by God and called to be His Saints:
A person once quipped, `'The only thing constant is change." And no doubt it is true. With the coming

of this calendar and newsletter, the year has changed, not to mention the decade, and with it much else has
changed also.

And of course many will be hoping that everything will change for the better for them. With new eating
habits and that gym membership, they hope their health will change from okay or bad to great.  With resolve
and hard work, they are sLire their fortunes will change for the better,  With rededication to things like one-
on-one visits and family gatherings, they hope the relationships in their life will change for the better as well.
And I  hope so too.

But we also know that change comes in ways we do not like either. We know that we enter into this

year without some loved ones that brought up blessings in the prior years. Some well know that their bodies
are not quite as capable as they were in the recent years. And we might notice in our world, that the church
and its influence seems to be waning.

It used to be that when Church spoke, the culture listened.  It used to be that when the Church held an
event, people came.  It used to be that we seemed to be running the show.  But that is changing and has
changed.  Other voices have the world's ears. Other events gather the large crowds.  And it seems that we are
running behind others in some ways rather than leading.   I  know this might not be a cheery way to think about
the new year, but triist me, there is good news coming in the end.

But know this first: things have always changed particularly in regards to the Church's place in culture.
In some times, the message of our faith has been received fairly well and with open arms.   In other times, it
has been received with utter hostility and violence.  Thanks be to God that He has spared us thus far from the
latter.  Of course, we all would rather live in the good times when numbers are up and facilities rise from the

ground to accommodate all those people.   But God is no less present when those things are not seen.
Oh, the changes may slowly mean changes for us and how we do things.  There may be some things we

would like to do that we can't.  But there may also be things more central to our faith that we end up focusing
on because we are not so distracted by trying to do everything.  So long as we abide with Christ and in His ord,
all will  be well.

For not everything changes.   "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever." (Hebrews
13:8) "And  I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I  will  build  my church, and the gates of hell shall not

prevail against it." (Matthew 16:18) Jesus will not change and therefore His Church will not fail.  So while
things may change, we remain confident and hopeful in our Lord.

Let us pray as we enter this this new year and new time the words we find in the hymn Abide with Me

(LSB 878),. "Change and decay in all around I see; 0 Thou who changest not, abide with me."  And  He will.   It is
His promise.  And He always keeps His Word.

In the name of the One who changest not,  Pastor Philip Hoppe



THANKYOU
•           TO Mary Nelson for planning and presenting
tlris year's Children's Christmas |]rogram,  "j7ark./
The Herald Angels Sing;" to Kaldry Aha tor Luekymg
with the music; to all of the staff and especially the
children for their help and hard work; to Marian.
Skaff for preparing the "goodie" bags for the kids.
And now, as the shepherds did, let us "go and tell"
the Good News of salvation!

•           Thank you to all of our musicians during our
Advent/Christmas season:  organists: LUAnn
AIleman, Marge Haefner, Rachael Henkel; to our
Senior Choir members:  Marge Haefner, director;
LUAnn Alleman, accompanist; Olivia & Ella Hoppe,
Ed Barnick, Don Weiss & Pastor Hoppe; our bell
choir who provided special music during the
season and Christmas Day: Christine Fiero, director,
Ed Barnick, I-orelei Finley, Jaimee & Olivia Hoppe;
to Olivia & Ella for their duet on Christmas Eve; to
Maria Hoppe for her organ piece, and to Jill Drilling
& _IjuAnn for their piano/organ duet on Christmas
Day.

We truly a[pprecirte all of these musicians
who put in lol]g hoiirs Of practice to help enrich our

worship services.

A special thanks to
•     Pastor Hoppe for all of his time & energy

needed for all the extra and special services
at BOTH congregations.

•     TO AE3±Q±e who, in any way, helped to make
our worship services go smoothly - ushers,
acolytes, greeters, altar guild, etc.  We
appreciate your willingness and help.

•    Thankyou to Don & Anna Mariaweiss for
making & donating the wreaths outside the
front doors.

•    To our youth group & parents who spent
time decorating the trees and the church [o
make them look so festive.

•    AmdaBIGTHANKYOu toallofyouwho
opened your hearts and your pocketbooks
during this Christmas season to help with the
Food Shelf donations, Toys for Tots, Hats &
mittens trees cto.  Wc arc truly a blessed

congregation and it is always "better to give
than to receive."  Thank you again!
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November 29th at the age 6f 71 year-s after several years
of battling cancer and other health issues.  Sharon and
her husband, Gary (deceased) became members here
when they retired to this area in 2010.   Sharon's funeral
service was held here at Peace on Saturday, Dec.  14th.

On Saturday, December 14th, Alvin Louis
Blesener, age 80, passed away after experiencing health
problems in the last couple of months.  Al was a unique
guy with a wide variety of interests.  Most of us know of
his love of guns which led him to the hobby of attending
gun shows many weekends of the year.  He enjoyed
visitors and loved showing people around his acreage in
his 4-wheeler.  Hcand his,wife Sandy{deceased --
December 2017), did extensive traveling throughout the
world and took many month-long cruise excursions.  A
celebration of Life for Al was held on Friday, January 3,
2020 at Fish Lake Lutheran Church in Harris, MN.

We offer our sympathy to Larry Alm, Marge
Haefiier, Mary Nelson, and Kathy Alm and their families
following the death of their brother, Mike Alm, who lost
his battle with cancer on December 1 lth at the age of 69
years.  Mike grew up on the family farm here, and
graduated from Finlayson High School in 1968.  His
funeral was held at St. Joseph's Catholic Church in
Miesville, MN, on Friday, December 20th.

May God's love bring peace and comfort to
these families.

Jesus said, "Peace I leave with you, My peace I
give to your"  John 14:27

##################################
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1.    To think clearly without hurry & confusion.
2.    To love everyone sincerely.

3.    To act in everything with the highest motives.
4.    To trust God unhesitatingly.

-Helen fkeller

Two of our congregation
members were called to their
eternal rest in the last month.
Sharon Hagen passed away on



The Annual Meeting of our
Voters' Assembly will take
place on Sunday, Jam.19,
2020 at 2:00 p.in., with
election of officers taking
place.  We hope our voters
will be encouraged to
attend as they do the Lord's
work together.

++With the uprdalng of our church
membership/address histjust weeks
away, we would like to ask for your
help in providing us with any new

Ct±7REES

addressyoumayhave,oranew          OF  ADDRESS
address a member of your family (who is a member
here) Iricht have.  Please give these changes to
LUAnn as soon as |>ossible. Thank you!

*************+**+***************

B|BIE STUDIES COMING
Get to better know the Bible and your
brothers and sisters in Christ.  As a
way of growing to know the members

Stydy   :fdyth:Jngre::sutJ:::;eJ#::Cs I;iL;]LULCLi:cultforBible
(Immanucl, Giese, and Trinity-Sandstone) , the four
congregations are going to gather the last Sunda.y in
January and the first three Sundays in February to look at
why we have four Gospels, and why each has been
associated with a symbolic figure in church history.  We
will meet at 12:30 pin each Sunday and enjoy a light lunch
provided by the host congregation.  Then we will study
until 2:00 pin.  Sandstone will host the fust week,
Finlayson the second, Giese the third, and Bruno the
fourth.  Would youjoin USP  We also need someone
willing to organize the lunch at Bnmo and Finlayson.
Sign up sheets will be out soon in the narthcx both for
attending, and/or helping with the lunch.

********************+********************

THE NEW FLOWER
CALENDAR FOFe 2o2o
has now been posted.
Please take a look at it and

i;-_::.-:`----:i-Li-::--_-'l.-,i-_':-:

see if you would like to place flowers on a specific
Sunday in honor of a special event or in memory of
a loved one.

The flower calendar is located on the door at the
top of the stairs to the left before entering the narthex.
Write your name in the space provided for the
designated Sunday.   please indicate if the flowers will be
given "in memory Of or "in honor of' or for a "special
occasion," or leave a note on LUAnn's desk so that it can
be included in the bulletin that Sunday.

yQUTH  N EW_5_
We will have a youth group
meeingledbyouryouth
worker lieAnn at Zion in

Mora on Sunday, January 19th, from 2:004:30.
Since it falls during Peace's annual meeting,
Pastor is looking for someone who could take
the kids over to Mora who is not involved with
the meeting.  Please let him know if you could.
This is open to all 7-12 grade students.  Also, we
are plarming on attending a youth conference
again this summer.  It is called Hz.gzzer T7zt.7¢gs:
W¢fe7`77z¢7*ed, and will be at NW Missouri State
University in Maryviue, MO from July 7~10,
2020.  We hope to travel with other circuit kids
and adults.  If you have a youth who is
interested, please let Pastor or Elder Roland
Henkel know ASAP since we will begin
registering soon.

*****************************************

brmcHFORIm
ALL the Slate Cairtol - Wcdrcsdry, ]an. 22d
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The last few years, oilr church has had a
delegation travel to the State Capitol on January
22nd for the annual March for rife campaign.
'Ihis year the 22nd is on a Wednesday and is the

47th annual commemoration of Roe v. Wade and
Doe v. Bolton, the infamous 1973 Supreme
Court decisions that overturned every proJife law
across the nation and imposed abordon on
demand, throuchout all nine months of
pregnancy.  More than 650,000 unborn babies
have been killed by abortion in Minnesota since
then!  More than 60 million hulled nationwide
since 1973.  The march beSns at NOON on the
Capitol grounds with a short program at 12:30
pin.  If you are interested in going, please talk to
Ed Bamick, or IJUAnn Alleman.  Rides will leave
from the church at 10:00 or so and we usually
park in the Bethesda Hospital parfug lot which
is only 2 blocks from the capitol - easy access!

According to recently fired Planned
Parenthood president, Dr. I.eana Wen, she
explained in a departure memo, "Planned
Parenthood's leadership has determined that the
priority of PP moving forward is to double down
on abordon richts advocacy. "

-(I;ron MCCL Newsletter -December 2019)



USHERS
Sunday, January 5 -Tim Koski, H.U., Jacob Thurber, Allen Bennett, Erie Fredrickson
Sunday, January 12 -Ed Bamick, H.U., Wayne Fiero, Josh Alleman Gideon Hoppe
Sunday, January 19 -Ron Volk, H.U., Rich Mensing, Steve & Josh Martin
Sunday, January 26 - LeRoy Thum, H.U., Bruce Pogatchnik, Royce Larson, Ethan Alleman

ELDERS ASSISTING WITH IIOIX COMMUNION
Sunday, January 5 -  Roland Henkel & Ron Volk
Sunday, January 19 -Don Weiss & John Pitts
J4JVU14jRyAfr4R.Gt/:ZILD -  Cindy Pitts & Trice Olson

DQ4IE.                                                               ACOLYTES
Sunday, January 5  ......................  Jake Colsrud .......
Sunday, January  12 ...................... Charlotte Fredrickson
Sunday, January  19  .....................   Carli Gow .........
Sunday, January 26 .....................  Cale Jensen  ........

GREETERS
. Jim & Audrey Meier
. Jin & Audrey Meier
. John & Cindy Pitts
. John &Cindy Pitts

Mmmmmmmmmmroowrrmmmmrmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmrm'rununmmmmmmmmmmmmmyrmmmmmm

The Womow of Peace mat on Pee. llth at room for otir annual Christiiras luncheon.  All
ladies of the congrogafioM were iwhed to attend.

a#st%NbSS##?SAM:#¥i%.:rod„;i:facx#!£:8#o{s#a:j:|b;o°fendj###y"gil
mewhers a guess.

MrrmMrmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmminmmmmmmmmnun.mmmmmmmm"Manm~mmm

I asked Oed to take away My pride, and Ou said, "No,"  «€ said it was not for dim to fake
away,butformetogiveup.

I asked Cod to make My handicapped ¢hiid whole, and ¢ed said, "No."  «e said his Spirit is
whole, his body is only tunporary.

I asked tod to grant me patience and tod said, "No."  «e said paliowce is a by-pwlm Of
tribulation, it is not grained, it is camel.

I asked Cod to give me happiness, and Cod said, "No."  «e said tle gives blessings, happiness
is up to Me.

woridJ%r#,#dTrisnpgasrso#e¢,€:#.#&Ousaid,"NO."esaidsuffchngdrawsyouaparffrom

«ewii|tp#m%to#iek&##RE|.g"'.a»d¢edsaid."NO."esaidlmustgrowo»Myrmbut
I asked Cod if «e lowl me, and ¢ed said, "Yes."  He gave His only Son who died for me, and I will

be in heaven someday, because I bdieve.

I asked Cod to hdp ne ho others, as mveh as «e loves m€, and ¢ed said, "Ah, firally, you have
the idea "                                                                                                -"Pulpit «elps"



Peace Lutheran Churel)
Regular Council Meeting
Wednesday, December 11, 2019

Present were:  Pastor Hoppe, Dermis Korpi, John Pitts, Tim Koski, LeRoy Thum, Bill Tvedt, Royce Larson,
Chairman Tim Koski called the meeting to order at 7:53 pin.

The REnutes of the November 2019 Council Meeting were approved as read.

The Treasurer's report was approved as presented by Dennis Koipi.

Pastor's report:
-Pastor will be on vacation from December 26-January 3.  The Elders will lead the service on Sunday, Dec. 29th
with Scripture readings and hymns.
-The Circuit Convocation date has been set for June 28, 2020 at Peace.  There will foe ajoint service for all
Circuit congregations at 11 :00 am.  More information to follow.
-Pastor Langhorst and Pastor Hoppe have set the dates forjoint Bible studies of peace, St. Paul's, Trinity-

£eanbist;ne2'na?£]p::ce¥uFee)£:]£e.9thTh@e=S£°ure:hj:seGpejsbe];eFse:d:e;ar]e6E=tu%p2a6ui,?E::jo?j#:¥fbsite°:%dies
will start at 12:30 pin, go for 'approxjmately 1 I/2  hours, and then there will be a light snack provided by the

?°iLteinrg:ir]r::.noThseur:d:;]]s::oao#ndys:f:a;?s°je¥::b::2P2E!Sin°::;¥hweek.
-The Armual Voters' Assembly meeting will be Sunday, January 19, 2020.

Trustees iiepori:  The ditch between the school and the church has been dug out to help water drainage away
from the area West of the church.  The church's property has been surveyed.  The trees along the East property
line are on church property.

<<

New Business:  The Nominating Committee for 2020 church officers and boards is to be made up of the Vice-
Chairman, Pastor, the Elders & Trustees whose tens are not up for election.  The following positions are up for
election in 2020:  Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary, one Elder, and two Trustees (one 1 -year tern, one 2-
year te-.
Meeting adjourned at 8:24 pin.  Pastor led all in praying the Lord's Prayer.

Respectfu I ly Submitted,
Royce Larson, Council Seeretary

~~TOP TEN PREDICTIONS FOR 2020~~
With all the problems the world is facing, it can be unsettling to the mind.

Here are 10 predictions that are true!!

1)  The Bible win sti]J have all the answers.
2)  Prayer will still be the most powerful thing on earth.

3)  The Holy Spirit wi]] still move.
4)  God will still honor the praises of His people.
5)  There will still be God-anointed preaching.
6)  There will stiH be singing of praise to God.

7)  God will still pour out blessings upon rfis people.
8)  There win sti]] be room at the cross.

9)  Jesus stin loves you.
10)  Jesus win still save the lost when they come to Him.

``The Word Of the Lord endures forever."  1 Peter 1..25



r'

WIIOSE FAULT IS IT??

A preacher and an
atheistic barber were once
walking through the city
slums.  Sald the barbei. to the
preacher,  "This is why I
cannot believe in a God of
love.  If God was as kind as
you say, He would not permit
all this poverty, disease, and
squalor.  He would not allow
these poor bums to be addicted
to dope and other character-
destroying habits.  No, I camot
believe in a God who pemits
tbese thugs."

The minister was silent
until they met a man who was
especially unkempt and filthy.
His hair was hanging down his
neck and he had a half-inch of
stubble on his face.  Said the
minister, "You can't be a very
good barber or you wouldn't
permit a man like that to
continue living in this neighbor-
hood without a haircut or
shave."

Indignantly the barber
answered, "Why blame me for
that man's condition?  I can't
help it that he is like that.  He
has never come in my shop.  I
could fix him up and make him
look like a gentleman!"

Giving the barber a
penetrating look, the minister
said, "Then don't blame God
for allowing these people to
continue in their evil ways,
when He is constantly inviting
them to come and be saved.
The reason these people are
slaves to sin and evil habits is
that they refuse the One who
died to save and deliver them."

The barber saw the
point.  Do you?

h the month OfJamiary we edebrate the sanchty
of life ky observing .Iife Siinday.'  Rotloling are

I   sane f acts al]outthe growing liens.

•     HeartbeatbeSns between the |8¢ and 25ch
dry.

•     The skeleton is complete, I.eflexes are

present at 42 days.
•     The brain and all the bc>dy systems are

present by 8 weeks.
•     He Squints, swallows, moves his tongue and

if you stroke his palm he will make a fist at
9-10 weeks.

•     Art the body systems are functioning by l2
weeks.
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