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FANTASTIC WNTC CAMP

The recent WNTC in Winthrop
Mainewasthefirst oneontheesast coast
since1997. Twenty-fivetraineesfrom
asfar away asNorth Carolinatraveled
tothefrozentundraof Maine. Thena
tiona officehadjust approved arevised
curriculumand our digtrict held thefirst
pilot camp. The staff was top-notch
with acombined winter experience of
over 50 yearsof hard-core hiking and
campingintheoutdoors. Many of those
yearsincluded working on the profes-
sonal level inwinter search and rescue
inthehigh pesksof theMaineand New
Hampshire,

Jerry Love, our district com-
mander, brought alot of smilesjust by
being present. He also shared his
knowledge of snowmobiles and
brought two of hisown so that every-
one could have achanceto drive one
during the snowmobile class. Cmdr
Lovealso shared some of hisknowl-
edgeinhavingfunwith asectiona field
day and had each patrol build asled.
All those who have been around for a
while canremember thegreat timethat
was had by all during those sectional
winter field days. Cmdr Lovewasaso
the Chaplain for the weekend and de-
livered somevery thought-provoking
and moving devotions.

Ken Bustard rounded up the
equipment the patrolsneeded to cook
threemedl soutsi deand was congtantly
running off tothe storeto get thelittle
thingsthat weall had forgotten from
duct tape to whiteout. Cmdr Ken
showed atrue servant’sheart. These-
cretsof conducting hishighly success-
ful MaineYukon Dayswererevealed
during hisactivitiesclass. Cmdr Ken
treated thetraineesto awarm placeto
escape by pitching hiswall tent, com-
plete with a working wood stove.
What better way to show thetrainees
an easier and more enjoyable way of

Jim Spaulding taught a great snowshowing class

winter camping thanthehardcoremeth-
ods of the camp commander.

Jm Spaulding brought over 10
years of hiking experience, many of
thoseinthewinter. Cmdr Spaulding
hikesonceamonth comerain, snow or
even the occasiond sun. Hehashiked
all 48 of New Hampshire's4,000 foot
mountains, many of them during the
winter months. Cmdr Spaulding shows
us all that even asyou get older you
can still enjoy therigorsof winter ac-
tivities. With hisvast experience on
snowshoesinal typesof terrain hewas
a natural to teach the snowshoeing

Continued on page5- WNTC



Ryley Paguette Earns Gold Buffalo

At arecent Council of Achievement for Outpost 11 in Manchester, New
Hampshire, Gold Meda of Achievement recipient Ryley Paguette, wasawarded
hisGold Buffao. Thisawardis presented to the young man who goesaboveand
beyond hisaccomplishmentsasaGold Medalist. The Gold Buffalo award re-
quiresthe earning of 5 additiona meritsbeyond the 25 needed to earn hisGold
Medal. Asof thiswriting, Ryley isonly two meritsaway from hissecond Gold
Buffao. Ryley dso attended the Regional Ranger of the Year inWest Virginiaon
January 21st, and was awarded the Regional Ranger of the Year medal. (Seethe
articleon page 6 for moreinformation about the Ranger of the Year testing.)

District Commander Love presenting the Gold Buffalo to Ryley Paquette

The Pony Expressis the quarterly publication of the Northern New England
District Royal Rangers, Jerry Love - District Commander. The Pony Expressis an
excellent way to promote what is happening in your outpost, section and district. We
welcome you to submit articles, photos, etc. Please send your articles and picturesto
the address found on the back page. Electronic submissions are aways welcome.

Those should be sent to nnededitor@ready-page.com

Whileasubscription to this newsl etter is sent free to the senior commander of
each chartered outpost, any offerings to help defray the cost of this publication would
beappreciated. If you, or anyonein your outpost would like their own copy, subscriptions
areavailablefor $5.00 per year. Subscription requests may be sent to us at the address
found on the back page. Checks should be made payableto N.N.E.D. Royal Rangers.
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Nathan MacGilvary Awarded Medal of Courage

OnJanuary 9, 2005, Nathan MacGilvary, aDiscovery Ranger from Outpost 11 in Manchester, New Hampshire, was
awarded the prestigious Royal Ranger “Meda of Courage’ at aspecia awards ceremony and Council of Achievement.
Theaward was presented during the Sunday serviceat hishome church, First Assembly of God in Manchester.

Nathan saved Leah April frominapool accident. Leahwasonly 2 yearsold at thetime of the accident, and did not
know how to swim. Shejumped into the deep end of aswimming pool andimmediately began to struggle. Nathan saw the
incident, and immediately jumped in after her, pulling her to the shallow end of the pool and safety.

Dueto Nathan'stimely action and courageousresponse, Leah April iswith ustoday. The National Roya Ranger office
in Springfield, Missouri, recognizes Nathan MacGilvary asarecipient of the National Royal Ranger Medd of Courage.
Congratulationsarein order to thisfine young man from Outpost 11 and the Northern New England District of Royal
Rangers.

District Commander Jerry Love presents Nathan Nathan MacGilvary, Leah April and District Commander Love
MacGilvary the “medal of courage”

Thank You

TheDidrictwouldliketosay thanks  Beecher who hascompletedisoversess Also, please keep Commander
to our commanderswho areservingin - assignment and hasreturned safely to  Carl Fletcher of outpost 36 in your
themilitary around theworld. Weare  hisfamily. prayersas he beginsan 18 month tour
grateful to have leaders like them By thetimeof thisprinting, Outpost  inlraqg.
representing our country. Wewouldlike  16'sCommander Bob Bussiereshould
topraise God for hishand of protection  bereunitedwith hisfamily after serving
on Outpost 11's Commander David inlraqg.




RescueontheMountain

A truestory by Commander Danalemieux

On February 6, 1994, | retired to
bed early at the caretaker’s cabin in
TuckermansRavine, dightly after 9 p.m.
| zipped up my mummy seeping bag,
pulleddl thedrangtringstight, and quickly
fell adeep. Around 9:30 p.m., thetwo-
way radio woke me up. It was 3A,
Harvard Cabin, my nearest neighbor. |
struggled to get out of thedegping bag
that | had zipped up dl theway and had
pulleddl thedrawdringstight tokesp out
the cold. Finaly, freeing an arm, |
responded. | learned that Tim, the
Harvard Cabin Caretaker, had heard
yelling on the mountainside, and had
learnedthat two peoplehad ot thair way.
Hisrequest wasthat | goto thetop and
meet theminthedpinegarden. Sincel
had alandline (telephone), | called our
main base and informed them of the
current Situation.  Then | called the
weather station on top of Mount
Washington, and informed them of the
Stuation, sncethey areabletoassist if
needed. They gavemethecurrentwegther
conditions; achance of snow, windsof
60 mph, current temperature at +3
degreesF, and awind chill factor of —29
°F. | would haveto bevery careful. In
thoseconditions, any exposed skincould
freezein about 10 minutes. With that
information, | quickly got readly.

Hitting the trail with my ice axe,
crampons, radio, headlamp and other
gear, | proceeded up the steepicy trall,
cimbingover 1,100fetin0.7miles My
cold calvesbeganto burnasmy crampons
sought purchaseonthegeeptral. While
climbing, Timinformed methat hewas
onhisway uptoassg, after convincing
thehikerstoreturntothetoptoavoidthe
steep drop-off on that section of the
mountain. | continued ontowardsthed-
pinegarden, while Tim hiked aroundto

asss. Uponreaechingtheridgeabovethe
treeline, Timwent down asummer trail.
Thistrail wasnot intended for winter use,
gncethetrail getscompletdy buriedwith
snow andisavaancheprone. Timsoon
located signsof thelost hikersand con-
tactedmeonmy radio. Thewindwasso
strongthat | had to duck behind arock to
hear what he was saying, but soon was
heading back towards Tim. Dueto the
drifting snow, Timlogt their trail, but was
abletoreestablishvoicecontact, andlean
that they were heading back up.

“..winds of 60 mph,
current temperature
at +3° F, and a wind
chill factor of 29°F”

Tim had me bushwhack down the
mountainto makephyscd contact. Sid-
ingdownsomesectionsof themountain, |
hadto usemy iceaxetodow my descent.
Over the courseof thewinter, thesmall
treesbecamecovered withsnow, andthar
branchesheld up alayer of snow cover
mekingitlook firmground. Inredity, there
isalargevoid under thebranches, andis
referred to asasprucetrap.

| fdll intomany of theseprucetraps,
anda timeswouldfind myself buried up
tomy armspitsinthedeep snow. After
sometime, | findly located thelogt hikers.
They weredoing pretty well, thoughthey
werethirgty, havingusaddl their water thet
had not frozen. Takingabresk, | shared
my water and a few chocolate bars. |
learnedthat they hadbeenout Snce7am,,
after getting up at 4:30 am. It wasnow
after 11 p.m. Patwasdoingwdl, but Bob
wasextremely tired, and wastill strug-
glingtogoforward. Retracingmy steps,

DanalLemieux

theholesthat | had previoudy madebe-
cameeven degper thesecond time, mak-
ing the drifted snow over our heads at
times. | wouldthenhavetopull thesnow
intotheholeand pack it downto get out
of thehole. Many times| would hook
my iceaxeontoanearby treetohdppull
mysdlf out. Other timeswewould use
the branches and tops of trees as step-
ping-stones. After 12 am., wefinaly
broke out of thetreesand met up with
Tim, who proceeded to passout hiswa
ter.

After thisshort bresk wecontinued
onward, Bobwasgetting sotiredthat it
wouldtakehimahaf-minuteto answer
asmplequestion, suchaswherehelived.
Wecontinued onthesummer trail, thank-
ful that no cloudshad descended to our
elevation, blocking our visibility. The
promised snow wasdsoholding off. Just
beforereachingthetrail junction, Timtook
Bob'sheavy pack andgavehimhislighter
pack. Findly reachingthewinter trail, |
gave fresh batteries to Pat, and Bob
changed hisaswdl. Withnew light, we
gartedthedow trip down.

At gpproximately 2:30am. wear-
rived at my cabinwherewehad afeast
of orange cool-aid, country vegetable
soup and hot crossbuns. At 3:30am.
weretired, sasfeand sound.

Nameshave been changedto pro-
tect theinnocent.

DanaLemieux
NNED Programs Coordinator
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class. Healso shared hisknowledge
on how he stayswarm during the cold
winter days.

Stewart Guay isadeputy ranger in
Baxter State Park which contains
Maine' shighest peak. It would bedif-
ficult tofind anyonewith asmuch ex-
perienceas Cmdr Guay. Hehaslived
meany wintersouts deand wasthestaff’s
most experienced member. Hisedu-
cationincludesfirst-hand experienceas
well asforma training. Cmdr Guay ar-
rived early and built the snow shelters
that were used asmodelsfor theentire
camp. Theinstructionreceived during
all hisclasseswashighly professional
and full of imperative and up-to-date
information.

DanalL emieux wasthe camp com-
mander. Much of hiswinter experience
waslearned in New Hampshirewhere
heworked for the A ppal achian Moun-
tain Club and spent one winter work-
ing onthesideof Mount Washingtonin
Tuckerman Ravine. During hisquest
tofinishtheAppadachian Trail hespent
almost two winter months hiking
through the snow, finding thetrail and

living in the woods.
Then hewasoff tothe
west coast tochdlenge
thesnow and glaciers
of the High Sierras
aongthePacific Crest
Tral.

The camp weather
couldn’t have been

much better. Thetem-
peratures were mild
with just enough snow to make shel-
ters. The class started on Thursday
afternoon and it quickly became ap-
parent that the structure would be a
lot looser than at aNational Training
Camp. Eachpatrol wasassignedapile
of wood and directionsto makeaded.
Thissdedwouldthenbeusedinarace
and proved to be helpful in carrying
thepatrol kitchentotheir campsite.
Friday cameall too quickly asis
usudly thecaseat any nationd training
camp. Thetraineesbegantheday with
a hearty breakfast provided by the
camp kitchen staff at Camp
Mechuwana. Classesonwinter shel-
tersand winter cooking and nutrition

Cross Country Skiing hasin furry hat Bruce Paquette
from Manchester, NH, Outpost 11.

Wolf Pack Patrol has Jay Woodward from NH.

dartedtheday off. Afterwardsthetrain-
eeswere given theopportunity to prac-
ticethese skillsfirst hand. Fortunately
for the trainees there were some dry
patches of ground for the fires. Next
camethetentsand snow shelters. Each
patrol had to pitch acoupleof tentsand
build two different types of snow shel-
ters. That evening after awonderful de-
votion themen weregiven the opportu-
nity to sleep outsidein atent. While
many traineeshad expressed adesireto
giveitatry, only few felt up to thechal-
lengeafter theday’sbusy activities.

Saturday began with the patrols
cooking breskfast outside. They would
end up cooking al threemealsover the
propanestoves. Today, classesincluded
snowmobiles, cross-country skiing,
snowshoeing and anature hike out on
thefrozenlake. Then after onelast med
cooked by the patrolsoutsideand afew
more classes everyone got ready to
spendthenight outsde. Duringthenight
the temperatures dropped to zero de-
greesF, but everyone survived, though
somewerewarmer than others. Those
sleeping on the end of the line next to
the shelter wall mentioned that oneside
was hot whilethe other sdefroze.

Sunday dawned bright and clear.
Goodbyeswere said and after aquick
closing ceremony everyone headed
back home.



Ranger of the Year

Congratulationsto Ryley Paquette
and Adam Forsythe, for being awared
Regional Rangers of the Year. Both
young menearn NNED Digtrict Ranger
of theYear, whichwasheld Saturday
January 8th, at First Assembly of God
Manchester in Manchester, NH. Ryley
Paquette of Outpost 11 istheAdven-
ture Ranger of the Year, and Adam
Forsythe of Outpost 36 isthe Expedi-
tion Ranger of the Year. Both young
men moved onto the Regional testing,
earning theimpressivetitleof Regiona
Rangersof theYear.

TheDistrict and Regional testing
wasalearning experiencefor everyone
who attended; Rangersand command-

ersdike. ThiswasNNED'sfirda ROTY
under the new program. Next year
promisesto be bigger and better. Our
ROTY coordinator, Rob Cunningham,
iIsdevelopingaRanger of theYear train-
Ing packet to help commandersknow
how to preparethe boysfor next year.

Our thanksto all the commanders
that camewiththeir boysand thosethat
camejust to help. Our hatsoff to each
of you!

You can begin preparing for the
2004-2005 Ranger of the Year by go-
ing to the National RR web site and
downloading the new requirementsfor
your boys. Contact Rob Cunningham
if you haveany questions.

ROTY winnersAdam Forsytheand
Ryley Paquette
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MaineYukon Day 2005

Our eeventh annua MaineYukon
Day (MY D) reached yet another mile-
stone. ThisDistrict Winter Pow-Wow
hasgrown each year and becomeafa
vored event for many boysand |leaders
inNorthern New England Didtrict. We
witnessed nineboysaccepting Christ as
their persond savior.

Thirteen outposts were repre-
sented, sevenfrom Maineand six from
New Hampshire. Thisisaninteresting
statistic, asthefirst year | coordinated
MY D (1998) wehad only nineoutposts
represented, all fromMaine. OP#36
fromTilton, New Hampshirewasthe
first NH outpost to participatein 1999.
Since then, there has been a steady
growth of participation from New
Hampshire, despitethelong travel and
unpredictability of winter weether. This
year'sattendance of 181 wasthehigh-
est todate, with 115 boysand 66 adults
present. We look forward to the day
when we will have a representation
fromVermont and evenfrom other Dis-
tricts.

This year’'s MYD Top Outpost
went to OP#25 from East Millinocket,
with Cdr. Kendall Sperrey as Senior
Commander. Thisisonly the second
year we have had this award. It was
firstreceivedat MY D 2004 by OP#29
in Bangor, ME where Cdr. Rob
Cunningham isthe Senior Commander.

Thetop Discovery Ranger Patrol
wentto“ TheMad Cows’ from OP#36
in Tilton, NH. The top Adventure
Ranger Patrol went to the “Wraskly
Wbadrunners’ from OP#29inBangor,
ME. Thetop Expedition Ranger Patrol
was"“ The Toy Soldiers’ from OP#36
inTilton, NH.

Cdr. Gene Cunningham (OP#29)
headed up the Yukon Jack Snowmo-
bileTrek. Hewasass sted thisyear by
Cdr. Ken Beaufort (OP #21), Cdr.
Jonathan Haynes (OP#21), Cdr. Rick
Varney (OP #16) and Pastor Tim
Haynes (OP#21). Fiveboyspartici-
pated, earning their Snowmobile Trek
patch.

Cdr. Pat Munsell (OP #33) lead
eight boysonthe Yukon Jack 10-mile
trek. Hewas assisted by Cdr. Bruce
Paguette (OP#29) and Steve Melcher
(OP#29).

Cdr. Jim Constable (OP#21) co-
ordinated the Polar Bear Clubfor the
second year in arow. A total of 39
Polar Bear Club patcheswere earned.
Thisisthefirst experience for many
Rangersd egping outside during winter
months. It hasprovento be an effec-
tive opportunity for young Rangersto
facetheir apprehension about winter
camping and discover how enjoyableit
can be.

TheYukon Jack Hunter’sTrek was
new and improved for MY D 2005.
The experiencewasfurther enhanced
by the fact that Cdr. Dana L emieux,
ak.a “hikerdana,” oversaw the event
and kept both boysontheir toes. Two
boysendured a24 hour wildernesssur-
viva, with variouschdlengesthrown at
them. Sean Munsdll (OP#33) and Pe-
ter Haynes (OP#21) becameonly the
third and fourth recipients of thisfinal
award than canbeearned duringMYD.
Great job guys!

Whilethesewerethe mgjor events
aMYD, awvardswerea so recognized
for thefastest dog led teamsfor each
agegroup. “Best Uniform” trophies

were presented for each age group.
VariousPinewood Derby trophieswere
presented. A total of thirteen
Commander’ sAwardswere presented
by the District Commander.

Perhaps the most important and
hardest working group at MaineYukon
Day was the four ladies who volun-
teered to run the kitchen. Irvin
Babcock, who faithfully oversaw the
Kitchendetail for thesevera years, has
movedto Florida. Thesedynamicla
diespicked upthedack and did aphe-
nomenal job. Sue Haynes, Grace
Beaufort, LindaBlomerth and Rhonda
Clark took an assortment of donated
food and came up with five hot, deli-
ciousmeals. Ron Daigleand hisson
Joshwerefaithful ass stantswhenthey
weren't running astation during thedog
dedrace.

Pastor Mark York of the
Mattawamkeag Church of God was
our Saturday night speaker. Heshared
apowerful message of thethreequali-
tiesnecessary to beawinner —Conse-
cration, Cooperation and Commitment.
Men and boyswere glued to his pre-
sentation, as he used hisbackground
asaprizefighter toillustrate scriptural
truths.

In summary, Maine Yukon Day
2005 was a great success. We look
forward to 2006 for an even better
event. Many great experienceswere
had, trophiesearned and memoriesfor-
ever forged. Most importantly, nine
boys received Jesus Christ as their
personal savior.

Cdr. KenBustard
MY D Camp Commander



District Wide Commander’s

M eeting and Banquet
April 2

Please plan to attend thisexciting time of planning and fellowship. Thefuture of our District,
and the goals we have set before us, cannot be achieved without the participation of you leaders at
the Outpost level.

The conferenceitself will beaday long event, with lots of information for you to ‘ sink your
teethinto.” Upcoming events, aswell as new programs and software from the National Office, will
be presented and discussed. If you have a heart for reaching, teaching and keeping boys in your
community for Christ, you will not be bored. Throughout the day, there will also be breakout
sessions as well as special programs just for the wives.

The banquet will be aspecia addition to our conference thisyear, and will be held at one of
New Hampshire's premier Inns. There will be a wonderful buffet style meal with light dinner
entertainment by the seacoast group ‘ September.” The dinner will be followed by awards and
concluded with a message from our guest speaker, Pastor Wil Canfjin of Cornerstone A/G in
Windham, Maine.

Sign up now. Your senior commander will have afull packet of information. Don’t missit!
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Commander Gary Besaw
357 Sunny Hill Dr.
N. Clarendon, VT 05759
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