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IDEAS FOR FRONTIERSMEN ORDEAL

The fol-lowing is a list of stunts and skilLs to be used in the FronEiersmen
Camping FraEernity ordeaL. ALso l-isted is a special installation ceremony. It
may be necessary to adjust sorne of these ideas to different siEuaEions, or new
ones may be added. The ordeal shouLd be kept confidenttal in order Eo give it
more meaning to new members.

PLEASX NOTE: If possible, a member should be assigned Eo each candidate. He
ilIlTTeiTfas an i'agltator" (advisor) . He w111 asslst ln putEing Ehe candidate
Ehrough each part of the Lnitlatlon. After the ordeal he w111 take his candi-
daEe to the place where he ls to 'rbed down" for the night.

SUC.GESTED STUNTS AND TESTS

A WORD OF C,AUTION: Each stunE and Eest should be carefully planned and super-
vised to avoid any accidenEs or physical injury. Also avoid undue (physicaL)
harassment. It is best to confine all harassment Eo mental and verbal.

StaLking: SeLecE a stick for each candldate about six inches Iong. The
candidaEe's name should be written in boLd Letters on hi.s sEick. Place
the stlcks in a smaLl clearing in the woods. Ihe area should be clear
enough for sticks to be visibLe. (A flaE stump is good if available.) The
sLicks should be illuninated with a l-anEern or some other type of I-ight.
In Ehe outlying area surrounding the clearing several FronEiersmen Camping
FraterniEy members are posted t,o guard the sti-cks. (Ihey are the "Indians.")

1'[:e new candidaEes are reguired to sta].k or crawl past the "Indians" and
grab their stick without being tagged. Once Lhe stick is in his hand, the
candidaLe has passed the tesL. (An occaslonaL war whoop from the t'Indians"
wilL add more exciEement to the test.) You may give the candidates more
than one chance. this wlLl tesE the candtdate]s. ability to staIk. LeE
them keep Eheir "sET[iffitI;t"-aEfEnffiyEr-ana GEfsrt them,
then atEach the stick to a leather thong and wear it around their neck dur-
ing fuEure F.C.F. ceremonies. Soure members have painted these and added
colorful beads. Ihey make nice souvenlrs.

ltris event is a I'must'r and should be conducted during the first part of
Ehe ordeal.

Instruct the candidaLes to carry the sEicks wiEh them throughout the re-
rnainder of the iniEiatlon.

Walk the Foot Log: Place a foot 1og over a ditch aE least four to five
GE EEp. Sh6ifthis to the candidates in advance. Without their know-
Ledge, place a simil.ar 1og on the ground nearby. Each candidate is bl-ind-
folded and instructed to wal-k the foot 1og with the assistance of two
leaders. But, instead of tshe real fooE 1og, he is directed Eo the log
lying on the ground. Ihe secret is for the leaders assisting the candidate
Eo squat down slowly whlIe leading the boy out onEo the 1og. This w111
give hlm the feeLing of belng in the air over the diLch. About halfway
across, he is shoved off Ehe 1og. The shock of falling six inches instead
of severaL feeE is quite an experience. This stunt demonstraEes balance
and courage.
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3. BalLoon Race: Place a balLoon between the knees of each boy. The boys
66-!?oGE to run a designated course without dropping or burstir,g the
balloon. If balloons are dropped or burst, the boy must start again at
the beginning. A tirne LimiE ls set for running the course. This demon-
straEes physlcal coordirraEion.

For variation, the candidate places his hands in his pockeEs and ro1ls
over a large log with Ehe balloon still between his knees.

4. Eat Ehe Worms: Explain that a good Frontiersman must learn t.o find and
eaE S food. ConEinue to explain that anything that walks, crawls,
swims, wiggles or fLies is a source of survtvaL food. Te1l the story
about the rnan who had a meal with Ehe nat,lves of a certain counEry. First
he was served the unborn embryo of an anlmal, then the belLy muscles of
another animal. Then they made a pasEe from the secretion of Ehe namnary
glands of another aninal and spread lt over a slab of substance made from
the seeds of a plant. Sounds Eerrlb1e, doesn't lt?l Ihen explain Lhat
what you have just described is breakfast, comPosed of e88sr bacon, and
but,tered Eoast -- Ehat most of their queasy ideas are all in their heads.
Next produce a container of worms and declare that worms are a good sur-
vival food. LeL each candidate get a good look at the srorms. InsErucE
them thaE the best way to eat Ehe worms i.s to hold their nose, Eilt back
Eheir head, and swallow them whol.e. Explain that you will assist them
by dropping the \^Iorms into their mouth.

Just before giving a rrorE to the first, man, switch Ehe conLainer with a
container full of Large, long macaroni that has been precooked and dyed
with food coloring to Look like worms. ltriggle the macaroni as you drop
iE into their mouth. The realism is uncanny! Be prepared for some
gagging. This will denonsErat,e courage and obedience.

Search for Water: Explain that early frontiersmen had Eo hunt for water
someEimes under adverse circumstances. Glve each candidate a paper cup
and explain that there is a water source, such as a st,ream, Iake, etc.
some disEance array. Explain that they must go to Ehe wat,er source alone,
in Lhe dark and fill the cup wiEh water. They must return with Ehe cup full
of water of real
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coordinat cup is
it should should be as
rugged as possible.

Flnd Your Clothes: Explain Ehat men of Ehe frontier sometimes had to dress
Ii- EiEvffiE each candidate remove his shirt and trousers and stack
them ln a heap. ExplaLn thaL as a tesJ: of their speed and alertness, they
will be Lined up several yards away from their clothes. At a given signal
they will rush to che clothes pile, find their own clothes, dress, and re-
turn Eo the llne -- all in a given time 1imiE. Before giving the signal,
mix Ehe clothes up in a jrmbl.. For added fun, you rnay hide one or two
arElcles of clothing.

Orrer the Cliff: If a high, steep cllff is available in the area, you can
7Gr6i-"ffi-up rope ciimbing ordeal. Hang a rope over Lhe edge and
lmply thac the candidates wiLL be climbing down Ehe rope and back up again.
Line the candidates up -- back some dlstance fro'm the edge of uhe cliff
(far enough so they wiLl be unable t,o observe whaE is happenirg). Lead the
candidates, one at a Lime, to the edge of the cliff. InsEead of climbing
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down the rope, the candidaEe is instructed Eo lle on his stornach and make
sounds as though he were struggling down and up the rope. Ihe F.C.F. members

'may also shouE down Ehe cliff as though encouraging hin in his progress.
They may use such phrases as, ttDontt go too fast; youtll burn your hands" or
"Keep your feet againsL the cLiff and Lean out.'r If carefully plarured and
implemenEed, this event can be very realistic and wilL test their courage.
Be very cautious to avoid any accidents.

Puppy in the Dark: Each candidate is assi.gned a Leader. The leader and his
"p.rppy" (candldate) will agree on prearranged sounds which will indicate left,
right, back-up, go fonrard, etc. Ihe candidate is then blindfolded and led
around a certain course on his hands and knees, guided only by the sounds giv-
en by his leader. Ihls w111 test alerEness to sounds. As a grand finale,
lead Ehem all to the same spot at the same time. Be prepared for headbutting
and other Eopsy-turw conditions.

KEEP IT BRIEI': May we stress again that only a few stunts or te6ts should be
ffecEa-61-that the ordeal be kept t,o a time Limit of two hours.

INSTALIATION CEREMONY

For beEEer effect, this ceremony should be conducted aE night just before the
new members spend the night alone in the woods.

Present members shouLd be seated around a campfire with new candidaEes standing
outside the circle.

Leader: "During frontier days, when a fronEiersman vras asked if he knew. anoEher
man, oftr Eimes he would answer, tYes, we have shared many fires to-
gether.r Ihis meanE he had been closely associat,ed wiEh the rnan by
camping with him in the rugged wilderness. Close Eles of friendship
were ofEen developed among these men who shared fellowship around camp-
fires on the early American frontier. For Ehis reason, Lhe blazing
campfire has become Ehe symbol of the Frontiersmen Camping FraterniLy.
It also becomes a part, of our ceremony to admit, new members into our
fellowship.

You,
cand

(leader should call all
of membership in thisidaEes by name) have proven your hTorthiness

brotherhood. [,Ie now inviEe you to come and share Ehis fire with us.
This act, Ln Eurn, wilL entitle you t,o all the privileges of this organ-
ization.rt (I{hen the boys are seaEed, the leader continues.) "A11 oId
and new members will lift Eheir hands toward Ehe fire and repeat afEer
me: 'I share with you the warmth and glow of Ehis campfire. These
crimson flames are a synbol of the fellowship and advenEure in camping.
They also remind me thaL I should endeavor at all times to share with
you the warmth of Chrlstlan friendship, and to share with others Ehe
1lght of my Christlan Eestimony. I also promise Eo do my best Eo keep
aLive the spLrlt of F.C.F. in my personal l-ife and to observe at all
tlmes the principles of the Royal Rangers program. t"

The new members are then presented with Ehe Fronti.ersmen Camping Fraternity insignia
and given ProPer congratulaLions. This insignia is worn over the right pocket of
Ehe unif orm just above the name t,ab.

AfEer presenting each new member with his fraterniEy pin, the leader proceeds with
something stmilar to the following:
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rrNow that you have become a member of Lhe l'rontiersmen Camping
FraternlEy, your first act as a nevJ member will be to 

"p.rrd 
th" ' .

night alone with only your basic camping gear. May we suggest
you use this occasion as a t,ime for deep meditation. Out in the
woods alone with God, take time to give serious Ehought to your
personal reLatlonship with Christ and your future. The BibIe
EeLLs how a young man named Jacob sPenE a nlght alone in a strange
land and received an outstanding vision. David, a young shepherd
boy, spenE many nights alone in the wilderness and no doubE re-
ceived on those occaglons, inspiration to writ,e rnany of the Psalms.
Moses also spenE much tlme alone in Ehe backside of the deserE
preparing himself for future senrice. Paul, the Apostle, also
spenE time alone in lsolation praying for guldance regarding his
fuEure ninistry. The Lord Jesus, Himself, spent many nights alone
with God in prayer and medlEation. It is our hope that this nighE
you spend alone wilL not only be a tesE of camping abillty, buE a
splriEual experience for you."

Just before the new members leave to spend Ehe night alone, the leaders and other
members will have a time of prayer for each of them.

I

JIIB:lsm
8l L972

E"


