Riverton Artist Shows Work

“] paint what 1 llke, and I've always
liked cowbovs, Indians and alrcraft
from World War 1 and WWIL" said
Fred Deaver, who has an exhibil of 12
painlings and four sculplures in the
lobby of the Cilizens National Bank, 200
8. Main Si.

Deaver, o western and wildlife artist
from Riverton, has been painting for 30
years bul only the lasi three years
professionally. He said the diversity in
his work helps him appeal o o wider
variely of people. "What will lurn one
person on,” he said, “somcone eclse
won'l glve a second look."

In the Forl Scoll exhibil Deaver is
displaying several western and wildlife
paintings. The exhibit also includes one
airerafll painting. Deaver began
sculpting only nboul a year ago. Four of
his picces are in the exhibit. Three of
the larger pieces, The Buffale Hunter,
The Fronlier Preacher, and The
Mounlain Man and Grizzly, are limited
productions of 24. A [fourth plece,
depicting a cowboy branding a calf, will
be used (o cast more than 2,000 copies.

Your attilude aboul arl changes,
Deaver said when you change [rom
doing il as a hobby to doing it for a
living. **While doing it for a hobby," he
said, “you don'lL have lo be quile as
precise. What people think of the work
is nol that important either; you can be
carcless il you wanL

“Bul when you do it for a living, you
have lo painl something people will
wanl to buy,” he said. When he went
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inlo professional painting he said he
thought his volume would Increase
because he was daing it full lme.
However he said his volume did nol
increase bul the qualily of his work did.

He has sold paintings all ever Lhe
world including Australia. His painting
has led him lo travel extensively. Much
of the traveling is done on behall of the
loyal Rangers, a religiously-backed
boys organizalion, Similar (o the Boy
Scouls and based on the lore of the
mountaln man.

His paintings have appeared on the
cover of “High Adventure,” the Royal
Itanger publication and on Lthe cover of
the Pentecosinl Messenger, an in-
ternational magnzine. Deaver said his
Christianity Is parl of his painling. *'1
don’l know how anyone who sludies Lhe
iniricate works of God could help but
sec God in nature."

Deaver sald his most famous pain-
ling probably is one commissioned by
the Boy Secouls of America. The
painting is a portrail of John Wayne
and was presenied to Wayne In Sep-
tember 1978,

He said the painling was done (rom
three photographs. Wayne was ill when
the portrait was commissioned and was
nol able to it for the painting. Deaver
sald when he did have the opportunity
lo visil Wayne in the hospital, Wayne
was not able lo accepl visilors.

Deaver's paintings are [illed with

brilllant colors. He sald, though he has
had wo formal iraining in art excepl in
high school he has sludied the old
maslers of lhe lrade. He sald he
discovered Lhe older well-known arlists
use brilltant colors in their works,
When he added this dimension lo his
work, he said, people began lo notice
him as an artisl,

“Everyone has thelr own style," he
sald, ““No two artists painl alike. What
some people like, others won't and I'm
nol going to change.”
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