












































0 yvou know the name Danny
Beaver? Probably not. Perhaps
the only way vou might know

Danny Beaver is if you are from Purdue
University or keep records on the
champions—the record holders.

Danny Beaver is a missionary’s son.
He attended the University of Illinois
and was a place kicking specialist,

Tllinois is playing Purdue. The score is
12 to 14 in favor of Purdue University.
Danny had kicked 4 field goals for all 12
points of the University of Illinois, and
now with less than one minute to go it is
4th and 1 yard to go for a score tor Illinois.

Shall the coach send the big fullback
up the middle or allow Danny Beaver to
kick again? The coach muakes the deci-
sion. The crowds shout. On one side of
the stadium you hear, “Hold that line!”
and the visiting Illinois velled, “Go! Go!
Gol”

Now the odds are against 5 field goals
inarow. It would be a collegiate record if
it happened.

Beaver gets the nod from Coach
Blackman. As he marks the spot for the
quarterback to hold the ball, the quarter-
back, Jeff Hallenback, pats him on the
back and says, “Don’t worry, Danny.
God loves you if vou make it or if you
don’t.”

We don't earn God’s love—it’s an un-

conditional love. He gives it. Isn't that
super!
- Quarterback Hallenback took the
snap—placed the ball and Beaver won
the game—tied the national record of 5
field goals in one game. '

1'd like you to note that scoring a field
goal or extra point demands 100% team
effort. A field goal is an excellent exam-
ple ofteam effort for success and victory.
‘Each part of the team must be right.

1. The ball had to be placed just right
with seams in front.

2. Danny Beaver had to kick it in per-
fect timing and right in the middle of the
ball.

3. The line had to block the opponent
out. If just one player gets through it, it
could ruin the play.

4, But the key to the whole effort lies
in the center.

What was his name . .. who knows?
Craig Morton, Haven Moses, Jim
Tumer, Earl Campbell, but who is the
center? Everything starts with the cen-
ter. In my opinion, the center is the most
important position on the team.

As a high school coach and staff, we
graded our players—all of them on every
play—and we discovered over many sea-
sons that for us to win, the center must
score 85% pertect in the game.

In 1973 we had a perfect season. The
center on that team had a grade of 98%
correct on all the plays of the season.

In a season in which we were 4-5, we
noticed the center’s season grade was
70% correct. The center is the most im-
portant position on the team.

In every team you must have a center.
Nothing really happens until the center
starts the play. Every person, young and
old needs Christ as the center of life. If
you want a meaningful, exciting, and
truly successful life, be sure Jesus Christ
is at the center.

Here’s the big question, who is the
center of your life? Who is ruling and
guiding me?

Romans 1:17 (Living Bible): “This
Good News tells us that God makes us
ready for heaven—makes us right in
God's sight—when we put our faith and
trust in Christ alone to save us. This is
accomplished from start to finish by
faith.” As the Seripture says it, “The man
who finds life will find it through trust-
ing God.” :

Who's
af
Center?

By Paul McGarvey




