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he mo st marvelous of God's tiny crea ures must surely be the
earth worm. His seemingly simple body structure is really a
marvelous creation, and the services he performs for man are
truly astounding.
Eve n before man began to plow the ea h to plant cro ps , the humble earthwo rm was working the soil and keeping it fe rtile. The network
of tunnels that he digs in the earth allow moisture and air to reach the
lower levels of soi l, keeping it moist an d porous. These tunnels also
provide ready-made channels in wh ich plants may spread their roots
as they grow and seek moisture.
Recycling is nothing new to this little fellow. Fo llowing God's plan
for his simple life, he has been doing it for centuries. Wh ile excavating his tunnels, he does not merely shove the soil asi de- he eats it! The
decayed plant material in the soi l serves as his fo od . The rest , while

The Room

14
Comedy Corner

15
HIGH ADVENTURE-Volume 30, Number 1 ISSN (0190-3802) published quarterly by Royal Rangers ; 1445 Boonville Avenue ;
Springfield MO 65802-1894. Subscription rates : (High Adventure
Leader only) single subscription $9.95 a year; bundle (m inimum of
five subscriptions, all mailed to one address) $9.00 a year, $13.95
(foreign mailing address).
© 2000 General Council of the Assemblies of God , Inc.,
Gospel Publishing House. Printed in USA. Periodicals postage paid
at Springfield, Mo. POSTMASTER : Send address changes to
High Adventure; 1445 Boonville; Springfield, MO 65802-1894.

RICHARD MARIOTT, Publications Manager
MARSHALL BRUNER, Editor-in-chief
BROTHER JONES ARTWORKS, Design
JAMES ERDMAN, Technical Editor
SHIRLEY SPEER, Technical Proofer

2

HI GH

ADVEN T URE

passing through his body, is broken down into various earth minerals
and chemicals which are now in a form that tender young plants can
easily absorb.
This little laborer propels himself through his tunnel using 200
ringed ribs. He expands the rear ribs until they have a firm grip on the
sides of his tunnel. Then he contracts the ribs in front and pushes . By
alternately expanding and co ntracting, he moves stead ily forward
wide ning and smoothing his tunnel. At the same tim e, a mucus exudes
from his pores to harden the sides of the tunnel and prevent them from
falling in.
It is estimated that a population of earthworms on an acre of land
wi ll move two to three tons of soil in a year. Under good conditions,
they can move even more . This probably makes the earthworm
stronger than any other creature in proportio n to his size.
So , next time you turn up an earth worm in you r garden, don't be
disgusted . Remember what a miracle worker this little fellow is and
place him gently back in the soil. He and his friends can do more for
your garden than an expert gardener working 24 hours a dayI
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jack pine trees the right size and the
orest fires are frightening and
destructive occurrences. They
Kirtland's warbler would have
ruin woodlands and wreck
nowhere to raise its family. It could
the homes of birds, animals, and
soon become extinct.
sometimes even of people.
But that will not happen. Some
But did you know that forest
conservation organizations found
fires are necessary to make jack pine
out the Kirtland's warbler was
grow? These fires are also essential
becoming very rare. So they found
to one small warbler which lives in
out where this bird's only nesting
the jack pine bar- ,_.---------,-..,..,....---------, area was and began
rens of northern
burning it every year.
Michigan?
They controlled
Unbelievable as
the fire carefully so it
it sounds, this is
wouldn't burn farhow God planned
ther
than they wantit. Jack pine cones
ed it to. Each year
contain the seed.
they burn a different
They hold onto it
very tightly, somearea. That way, they
times for years,
can be sure that, in a
until a forest fire
few years, there will
occurs. Then the fire's intense heat
be jack pine trees of many sizes and
makes the cone pop open. The seed
Kirtland's warblers will come and
falls onto the ground, ready to start
build nests.
growing.
This in one unusual situation
When these seeds have grown
where a forest fire is needed. The
into trees between 6 and 18 feet tall,
jack pine tree needs the fire and
a little bird called Kirtland's warbler
Kirtland's
warblers need the trees.
comes to nest in them. If the trees
both
of them need God's
And
are shorter or taller, the warbler will
foresters to carefully burn over spenot build a nest or raise a family at
cial areas, so we can all continue to
all that year!
enjoy both the jack pine woods and
You can imagine what would
the warblers who live in them.
happen if there were no more forest
fires. There would soon be no more
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What

by Joshua GORCZYA

ROYAL RANGERS

Means To Me

by Nick Adams

When I first joined Royal Rangers I was 10 years old. I was in a group
called Pioneers. I thought Royal Rangers was for those weird people I saw
on television that always talk about God. I soon found out Royal Rangers
was for those Christians who love the Lord and know the Lord loves them .
Those people witness to others. They just open their mouths and the Lord
talks for them. I thought it was bad to talk about God, but I found out that
it is really not you talki ng, it is the Lord who neve r leaves yo ur side. He is
there to help you when you need help. (I learned this in Royal Rangers.)
My first year in Royal Rangers I told myself not to believe in God, but
I found out He loved me and He wou ld not let me go to hell. I thank Him for
giving me a second chance in life.
Before I got saved at the Royal Rangers Pow Wow of 1996, I wou ld
go up to people and push them around just to start a fight, or I wou ld cuss
at them so I could get th em to hit me. I don 't do that anymore because I saw
what God wanted me to do. "In everything, do to others what you would
have them do to you " (Matthew 7:12). I now know that and live by it. It is
the Golden Rule in life. It has helped me overcome my bad habit of trying to
start fights. Instead of fighting people , I now tell them what Jesus has done
for me. I tell them what Jesus can do for them too. I also tell them that God
is always by their side. And He will always help you when you need Him the
most. When my eighth grade school year came around , I joined a group at
school called FCA (Fellowship of Christian Athletes) . I found out it was not
just for athletes; it was just called that because the athletes usually run the
school. People look at them as role models. I was an officer in FCA and I got
to witness and recruit people to come to the meetings and to church. I got
to talk about God.
In the beginning , when I was not in Royal Rangers, I thought talking
to people about God was stupid. Now I know it's not because I do it, and it
makes me feel like I have accomplished something.
There was an FCA "lock-in" at the junior high my eighth grade year, and
those people who did not know who Jesus was, found out. There were 200
people there, and 120 people got saved. It was so amazing! I got to tell people about God, and I helped them find a way to get to Jesus Christ. They
asked me if it was hard to find a way to heaven and I told them , "NO!" I said
there is only one way and that is through Jesus Christ. They asked me who
He is. I told them He is God's Son , His one and only Son , and God sent Him
to the earth to die for our sins. They began to cry and pray to God, asking
for forgiveness, and they asked me to pray with them. I was so happy for
them.
What I am trying to say to all those people out there who are afraid to
tell others about God , is that all they have to do is open their mouths and
God will say the things through them. It is not hard. It may seem like it at
first , but you will feel so much better after you start witnessing. Just
remember B.I.B.L.E. (Basic Instructions Before Leavi ng Earth .) God will
always help you.
When I finished the advancements that I needed to receive my Gold
Medal of Achievement, I felt good. I felt like I had accomplished a lot. I felt
like I got to know God better through Royal Rangers. I got to know what He
did for everyone o.n earth. I thank Him for it too. I cou ld not have finished
this without the help of God and my commander, Jim Holder. I hope all of
those Royal Rangers all over the world get their Gold Medal of Achievement.
I think they should get closer to the Lord, and I encourage them to try and
get the Gold Medal of Achievement. I am so grateful and honored to have
finished this big achievement.
This is what Royal Rangers means to me: It is a group of kids who
love the Lord and know the Lord loves them. These kids should always be
ALERT, CLEAN, HONEST, COURAGEOUS
, ,
OBEDIENT and SPIRITUAL. They
shou ld be READY FOR ANYTHING! With God 's help, they do their best to
serve God , their church, and their fellowman ; to live by the Ranger Code ;
and to make the Golden Rule their daily rule. The value of Royal Rangers to
me is that it has helped me get to know God better, learn who He is, and
what He has done for me and those of this world . I also think it has helped
me with my personal life, spiritual life, and social life. I would like to give
special thanks to all the commanders who helped me accomplish this
incredible goal. Thank you all for everything.
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y life before Royal Ranoers was what one
could call busy. I went to church every
Sunday, and on Tuesday I helped with
sound and played the keyboard for our youth group.
With all these activities, I still kept my 3. -gpa in school,
along with participating in a variety of ad\·a
nce
placement classes, founded the 3D Club, and wrestled
at varsity level. Since the age of 6 I haYe been playing
the piano, but my real passion is dru m . The scouting
program I was involved in met on \t\'ednesday, the day I
either worked toward, or guided my youn oer brother on
his journey to, the highest advancement a\·ai!
able.
I first started in the scouting program in
kindergarten . Through the years, I went on many
venturesome ca mpouts and hikes. I learn ed many
valuable skills for later in life, had a great time at camps,
met a lot of nice people, earned 45 merit badges, and
the top advancem ent. But there was all,·ays a void or
hole in the program. Something was missing. The
camping program first started out as a Christian
organization that helped young boys become strong
men. But now the focus and total structure has changed.
The reason I entered Royal Rangers vvas mostly
because the church asked my father to be the new
commander. (With his background being strong in
camping, as a retired Special Forces/Infantry officer and
Army Ranger, and his lifelong passion to be closer to
Christ, h e was exactly what they needed.) The second
reason was because I wanted to see if the hole in that
scouting program was filled by this program. When I
joined Royal Rangers I wasn't really sure what to expect.
Later I found that it gave me the opportunity to do all
the camping activities and events I loved to do. Now it
was with other Christians and j esus, and the hole was
filled! The presence of the Holy Spirit at the weekly
meetings, campouts, and Pow Wows always added a
special feeling I longed after. That too filled the hole.
The Royal Rangers program is great for boys,
because when a boy enters the program he is
challenged to grow mentally, physically, spiritually, and
socially. He learns who jesus is in camping, and he has
a personal relationship with Christian friends and
leaders. Royal Rangers helps boys learn in all of the
camping activities, as well as being able to learn biblical
principles through Bible studies and devotions, as well
as through the example of godly leaders.
When I en tered the program, I was taught that
"Royal Rangers is a Christian scouting program
designed to minister to the needs of boys," and the
mission objective was to, "reach, teach, and keep boys
for jesus Christ." To this day, Royal Rangers has fulfilled
its objectives. Being awarded th e Gold Medal of

Achievement not only symbolizes the hard work I put
into earning it; it also symbolizes that I chose the path
to put God in all my life activities and to grow closer to
him.

"Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he
is old he will not depart from it" (Proverbs 22:6).
Joshua's Bio
Joshua has attended Faith Assembly of Lacey for 6
years and joined Outpost 286 with his younger brother
Chris, 2 years ago, when their father assumed the role of
senior commander. He joined the outpost as a Trailblazer
and quickly decided to accept the challenge to earn his
Gold Medal of Achievement.

District Ranger of the Year in 1997 and 1998. In addition
to his rank advancements, Joshua has earned 18 merits
more than the 19 required for the GMA, for a total of 37.
This qualified him for the Gold and Silver Buffaloes,
which he can pin on his GMA ribbon. Joshua served as
the senior guide at the 1998 Buckarama, on the 1998
Ranger Camp Honor Patrol, and he has been a Light for
the Lost Junior Councilman for 2 years. With the award
of the GMA, Joshua has now earned the rank of junior
commander.
Joshua continues to serve God in many ways and
has gone on three trips to Gleanings and a Youth With a
Mission trip to Tijuana. He continues to build on the
skills and character development he learned in Rangers
while he attends Timberline High School as a junior and
prepares for a promising future in the 3D Computer
Graphics Industry.

New Testa111ent

2000 Pin

Joshua's many years in scouting served him well as
he quickly started moving up the Advan cement Trail. In
order to qualify for his GMA, he had to go back and
complete all the Pioneers advancements and Gold Track
requirements in addition to all the Trailblazers
requirements. Joshua continued to apply himself, and he
completed all the advancement and Gold Track
requirements for Pioneers, Trailblazers, and his GMA
within a year and a half. He also advanced to the level of
Adventurer as a Challenger. These accomplishments are
even more impressive, since he earned his Boy Scout
Eagle Badge and a varsity letter for wrestling during the
same time period.
Joshua works hard to be the best Ranger he can. He
has won Outpost Ranger of the Month many times,
Outpost Ranger of the Year in 1998, Sectional Ranger of
the Year in 1997 and 1998, and he also competed for

Help prepare your Rangers for th e greatest evangelism
thrust known to this ministry. Begin by involving your
Rangers in earning the New Testament 2000 pin.
Our goal is to award the pin to every Royal Ranger
and leader for having read the entire New Testament in a
given year. The pin, which is worn on an awards vest or
cap, will symbolize more than just the grand achievem ent
itself: It will signify to everyone that th e Royal Ranger or
leader is gearing up spiritually for the new millennium
evangeli sm thrust: reaching 2.5 million boys for Christ in
the n ext 10 years.
Begin now by involving the Rangers in outpost activities related to New Testament reading. Boys can read along
with an audiocassette recording of New Testament readings,
for example. Whatever the approach, start today!
Here's how to order the New Testarnent
: 2000 pin

1) Contact Gospel Publishing House at

1-800-641-4310.
2) Order item 15-0759 and request the
Royal Rangers "New Testament 2000" pin.
Prepare your Rangers today for the great
evangelism trust tomorrow.
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by Laura HERVEY

Why should you read the Bible everyday?

promises . You have goals and desires-to do well
n Sundays you attend church and h ear your
pastor read God's Word . Isn't that enough? Defin school, to find true friends, and to please your
initely not! Imagine how hungry you would get
parents. God wants to bless these desires. Psalm
37:4 shows you how to receive God's blessings.
if you ate on Sundays only. How quickly your
starved body would for ce you to drop all your
"Delight yourself in the LORD"-enj oy your
activities!
time with Him, time spent praying, worshiping,
Your soul too needs food : the food of God's
and reading the Bible-" and he will give you the
desires of your heart."
Word. In Matthew-± :-±, Jesus plainly said, "'Man
does not live on bread alone, but on every word
You have obstacles to overcome. People or
that comes from the mouth of God."' If you
circumstances may be against you, but you
don't feast on the Bible everyday, your soul will
don't have to be afraid things won't tum out for
become weak and starved.
you. Consider the awesome promise of Isaiah
Do you recognize the signs of a hungry soul?
54:17: "No weapon forged against you will preDissatisfaction, worry, disvail." The Bible is a gold mine
couragemen t, frustration,
of promises God gives to you to
and sadness all signal your
meet your every need.
The people you
need to spend more time in
Fourth: Read th e Bible to
God's Word.
spend time
become more like Jesus. The
Consider these five spepeople you spend time with
with influence
cific benefits from reading
influence your thinking and
and studying God's Word
thinking
behavior. The more time you
daily:
spend with Jesus, by praying
and behavior.
First: Read the Bible to
and reading the Bible, the more
renew your mind. Everyday
like Jesus you will become. As
The more time
the world bombards you
you study God's Word, you'll
you spend with
with
des t ructi\'e
and
learn to recognize Jesus' voice.
self-centered attitudes. Jesus
Jesus
himself promised in John
Jesus, by praying
wants to ma1:e you "holy,
10:27: "My sheep listen to my
cleansing" you "by the \\·ashand reading the
voice; I know them, and they
ing with water through the
follow me ."
Bible, the more
word" (Ephesians 5:26, Sf\ 'J .
Fifth: Read the Bible to
As you read the Bible,
like Jesus you
obey Jesus' command in John
you gain God's perspective
5:39: When you hear someone
will become.
on your life, and your outpreaching, talking, or teaching
look becomes a God-cenabout Christ, you must look
tered hope.
into the Bible yourself. God
Consider Romans 12:2: " ... be transformed by
does not want you to rely on what others say
the renewing of your mind. Then you will be
about Him. He wants you to discover His truth
able to test and approve what God's will is-his
for yourself. Show your love for the Lord Jesus
good, pleasing and perfect will." Only by studyby obeying this simple request, and He will
ing God's Word can you uncover God's will for
teach you what He requires of you as a child of
your life.
God.
Second: Read the Bible to build up your
To find true and lasting strength for the real
faith. The Bible has something to say to you peryou, the soul God created in His image, spend
sonally. The more you read God's Word, the bettime each day feeding on His Word. Then God
ter you will understand God and His ways, and
will nourish you on the inside until you become
the more your confidence in His love and power
the person He planned for you to be. Remember
will grow. Romans 10:17 says, "Consequently,
Isaiah 40:30 and 31: "Even youths grow tired
faith comes from hearing the message, and the
and weary... but those who hope in the Lord will
message is heard through the word of Christ."
renew their strength; ... they will run and not
Third: Read the Bible to discover God's grow weary, they will walk and not be faint."

your

SUMMER

2000

7

C

anoeing has come a long way since
the first dugout canoes of hollowedout tree trunks. Today canoes are
made of wood/canvas, aluminum, fiberglass,
plastic, and Kevlar-reinforced resin.
While canoein g is experiencing a growth
in popularity across North America, it also
brings risks to participants-who are often
their own worst danger. Most accidents occur
when canoeists attempt water conditions
more demanding th an their skills,
knowledge, and experience can justify.
Coordination, balance, an d dexterity are
necessary to successfull y paddle a canoe.
Some people claim canoes
capsize too easily.

by Tom & Joanne
O'TOOLE

or specific inf~rmation
on canoemg m your
favorite state, or in the
area to which your outdoor
vacation will take you,
contact
the
Recreation
Department or the Game and
Fish Commission, located in
the state capital. Mail addressed
to a department at any state
capital always gets delivered,
and literature should be
forthcoming.
In your local yellow
pages you'll find listings for
canoe sales, rentals, liveries,
and outfitters. They'll gladly
answer your questions, send
literature, and look forward
to serving your needs.

F

Actually it is inexperienced or reckless people
who tip canoes, because they don't know
how to handle them .
Preparation is part of the key to
successful canoeing, and like other forms of
outdoor recreation, comes before the actual
activity. Safety precautions, common sense
and courtesies, and proper b ehavior come
into play.
Before embarking on any canoe
adventure, ask about the diffic u lty of the
stream. Although most local outfitters are
geared to amateurs, m ake sure where you
plan to canoe isn't just for experienced
canoeists.
Even tame streams can be menacing
when the water is up, fast, or muddy.
Amateurs shouldn 't risk canoeing in waters
they can't cope with properly.
What's safe for amate urs? When the
words "slow, m eandering, or pastoral" are
used, it's a good bet it's amateur status.
Most rivers and streams don't stay the
same year-round . Fluctuating water levels
caused by rainfall can change a pastoral float
to a fast, scary ride. It can turn some sour on
canoeing and can also present a potential for
injury.
Safety rules and regulations must be
observed by everyone-by novice and
experienced paddlers. Laws may differ
slightly, but universal canoeing sa fety
demands you should:
1. Have everyone in the canoe wear an
approved flotation device.
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character and one who is a self-motivator. He puts to practice the
Golden Rule and the Royal Rangers Code. His mo st valued
characteristic is that he puts God first above all persons or things.
Because of life's lessons taught to one seeking the honored GMA, I am
con fid ent these traits depi ct the characteristics of those who have
earned the coveted GMA.
I am ever impressed at the Christian character traits boys Jearn
through our Advancement Trail. The lessons taught by commanders,
who become the role models and the "father figure" to many, h ave
molded literally thousands of boys into the image of Christ.
Clanton, of Mount Prospect, Illi nois, was not fortunate to have
earned the GMA, but he lea rned through Royal Ra ngers the most
important lesson in life. His life was quickly ended during a summer
vacation when killed in an auto accident. Weeks before Clayton 's
fatal accident, h e had been introduced to Royal Rangers. Coming
from a single home plus fi ghting life's battles on his own , Clayton
came to his first outpost meeting, wearing a "tough guy" look. He
cursed and caused uproars. But the commanders never gave up on
him. Clayton had asked Jesu s to be Lord of hi s life just prior to hi s
summer vacation.
Ro ya l Rangers is much more than a program. Because of
dedicated commanders, the lives of boys a re being sp iritually
cha llen ged and eternally changed. Wh eth er thro ugh th e
developm ent of th e total boys fo r Chri st structured in th e
Advancement Trail or through the campouts and activities with godly
commanders, boys are emulating Christ as commanders mirror His
likeness.
Dustin Hunter, of Argenta, Illin ois, states, "Rangers has p ushed
me to do all l can and to do it in the name of God."
Stan Smith, of McDonald, Tennessee, notes: "Royal Rangers has
taught me how to stud y God's Word and how to trust God in
everything. Also, Royal Rangers has taught me not to give up, no
matter what. It ha s also taught me to keep a positive attitude about
my life. "
Cal eb Nance, of Crete, Nebraska, says: "Royal Rangers has made
a profound impa ct upon my life. It was in Royal Rangers that I was
baptized in the Holy Spirit. Many times when I have needed prayer, I
could go to Royal Rangers and they were there for me."
Nathan Dennis, of Pittsfield, Massachusetts, responds: "Through
the love that my Royal Rangers commanders have shown me over the
years, I have seen what it means to have a genuine heart with a
servant's attitude and how to live sacrificially for the salvation of boys."

Royal Rangers: Maldng a Difference

"The oth er ni ght, one of m y commanders took
me to one side. He shook my hand and said, "I just
want to complim ent :·o u. You are a role model for
these boys - th ey are wa nting to get those merits
and awards yo u have ea rned ."
These comments 11·ere rea d by Southern
Missouri District Comm a nder j erry Millhouser
recently at the fir st -ever Gold Medal of
Achievem<>lit Ceremon y at Repub li c Assembly of
God in Republic, Missouri. jerrv was reading from
Jason Piatt's 500-word theme he had written to
complete his requirements to earn the prestigious
GMA. Jason exemplifies the integrity of the Royal
Rangers ministry as he now proudly wears his GMA
and is an example the other boys in Outpost 25 can
follow.
Jason is 1 among the nearly 3,900 Royal
Rangers who have earned the GMA. They each have
learned the lessons taught by their commanders
through the Royal Rangers ministry.
The character traits of one who
earns the coveted GMA speak loudly
of a young man: He must be o ne of
ambition. He is one with undaunted

Jake Garrison, of Winbek, Washington, attributes: "In my last
year of Trailblazers, I was bapti zed in the Holy Spirit at a great Pow
Wow. Having the Holy Spirit in me has given me strength for my
Christian walk and a new des ire to work for the Lord."
Timothy Inwood, of Abil ene, Texas, writes: "Royal Rangers has
taught me to have a relation ship with God and to search for His will
for my life and has given me spiritual leaders to look up to."
Jason Cowan , of Douglasville, Georgia, states: "The ministry has
opened up windows of opportunity in various ways. I have been able
to impact the lives of many boys, in. return . I h ave been able to apply
my skills in different situations that would h ave seemed hopeless
without them. "
Sergion Gonzalez, of Paramount, California, says: "One of my
greatest experiences with God was at the 1992 Pacific Latin American
District Camporee. At on e of the night services, the Holy Spirit
touched me; I will never forget that feeling. I was crying and I felt this
wonderful warmness all over my body. Wow!"
Commander, its just not hard to see, is it, h ow wonderfully the
Lord has u sed our ministry to forever touch the lives of boys. We can
stand with pride, knowing that God is using us mightily, mirroring
His image to boys. Be encouraged in the Lord, because your efforts are
paying dividends. Be vigorous in your efforts as you reach , teach, and
keep boys for Christ!

Marshal Bruner
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From Richard Mariott,

NArtoN.".L coMMANDER

Royal Rangers for the 21st Century
Questions and Answers
about the New Programs
s the staff and myself have traveled across the nation,
here are some of the most-asked questions regarding
the future revisions to the Royal Rangers ministry.
Keep in mind that some of these questions and answers still
need to be addressed in the Royal Rangers National
Executive Committee; therefore, the answers may still be
in "CLAY "

A

Uniforms - The boys' uniforms will remain basically
the same with advancements, awards, and locations having
significant changes to reflect the new program.
I Awards vests for each outpost group for advancements,
activities, and merit awards .
I Merits to be very colorful patches, instead of the present
m erit pins.
I Redesigned advancement system with patches, medals,
and ribbon awards.
I Some locations of present awards to change and be
placed on the vest.
Leaders' uniforms will remain basically the same with
minor changes:
I LTC pins to be redesigned to correspond with a new
LTC Academy.
I Insignia's to remain basically the same as present.
I Leaders to have optional "dress blue uniform," similar
to present.

Leaders' and Boys' Uniforms:
I Khaki color Class A and Class B to remain .
I A "Class C" outfit consisting of a Royal Rangers T-shirt,
Royal Rangers hat, and blue jeans-to be used during
activities and camps at the commander's discretion.
I Causal Wear-Knit Royal Rangers polo-type shirt, Royal
Rangers button -down long- and short - sleeve shirts
with dockers-type pants.

I The Adventure Ran gers group will
require both circular and linear
advancements, enabling boys to
advance to the Gold Medal of
Achievement. The GMA
requirements will be equivalent to
the Boy Scouts of Am erica's Eagle
Scout Award.

Leadership Training
The Leadership Training Course will
be redesigned into modular-type seminar settings . These
modular-type blocks will allow different, specific modulars
to be taught for differen t types of areas the commande rs
may be working.
A "Commanders Leadersh ip Training Academy" will be
developed that will enable the leaders many options for
continu ous training. The basic LTC, levels 1--±, may look
something like the followin g:
We are believing God for the greatest days ever for the
Royal Rangers ministry. Through these efforts 11·e are
challenging every commander to the goal of reach ing
2.5 million boys for Christ in the next 10 ,·ears.
Are you READY?
.
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Advancement System
The advancement system will have significant changes
to reflect the new program and to allow for different
options . The advancement systems will not require less
from our boys. Conversely, it will allow additional
advancements to be earned along the Advancement Trail.
This can be done without making the system complex.
Here's how:
I Very visual and easy to understand for the boys,
parents, and commanders.
I Advancements will have weekly planning guides and
workbooks for advancements and Bible study.
I The advancement system will have options for both
circular (work to be done in the weekly meeting) and
linear (work to be done outside the weekly meeting).
HIGH
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Rangers
Basics
•weekly
meetings
•Leading a boy
to Christ
•Basic
discipline
•Organizational
structure

~ WCDclliJlloo
Soul Winning/Discipleship/
C oun seline (5 hours)
Succ essful Outposts (5 houn)
A ctivities/Trip Planning/Health and Safety
(3 hour s)
Age-specific activity module
(2 h ours)
First aid
LTC camp- out or day camp, or N TC,
RKT C, orNOTC
2 elective modules (2 hours each)

2000 Celebration, August

•

Assemblies of God church leaders and lay people from
around the wo rld will be gathering at the RCA Dome in
Indianapoli s, Ind., August 7- 10.2000. fo r the Third Trienni al
World Assemblies of God Cong ress and 2000
on. Celebrati
Yo
invited to attend. This unprecedented event will hi ghlight what God has don e througho ut the history of the
Fellowship as participants seek God for a renewed divine outpouring in the 2 1st cenhtry.
The Royal Rangers mini stry ''ill set up a promotional booth
at the 2000 Celebration C on~ renee. pl us provide input in the
ac tivities . Roya l Rangers boys and leaders will be call ed upon
to serve as ushers, so if you an assist contact Marshall Bruner
at the national Royal Rangers Office.
Reflecting the vast scope of the event, fea tured speakers will
come fro m a variety of ethni backgrounds, as we ll as ministry
profiles.
• John Bu eno- executi,·e dire to r. Division of Foreign
Missions, USA
pastor of th e world's largest church
• David Yon ggi C ho-with more than 760 .000 membe rs in Seoul , Korea, and
chairman of the \\-orld .-\ss mbl ies of God Fellowship
• Lazaru s C ha kwera-g n ral superintendent of the
Assembli es of God in '\lala,,-i es
• Charl C ra btree- assistant genera l superintendent,
Assemblies of God L _-\
•
Hector Hun ter- gen raJ superintende nt of the Assembli es
of God in Cuba
• Peter Ku zmic-cofounder and director of the Biblical
Theological Institute of Croatia
• Marion Lim- pastor. Singapore
• Ron McM anu s- coordin ator of '\atio nal
Ministerial/Leadership Institut s
• David M ohan- pastor from '\ladras . Ind ia
• Samuel R odriguez, J r.- pas tor from '\e,,· York City
ty
• Robert Sp ence- president, £,·angel Lni,·ersi
Thomas Tras k- genera l superintendent of the Assemblies
ofGod, USA
Time will be given in each service for prayer and waiting on
God. Wednesday will begin with a Worl
d,,
de Prayer
·i
Meeting.
Superintendent Trask will lead the meeting and David Yo nggi
Cho will be the featured speaker. The fo cus of the session will be
praying for needs from each region of the world as ,,-e ll as the
United States.

Planning a Perfect Campout
By Dana Lemieux
Camping can be a wonderful adventure- one you and your
boys remember for a life time ! It's also a great opportunity to minister and teach Range rs to appreciate God 's great creation.
Unless yo u are an experienced camper, you may be unaware of
the numerous detail s involved in planning a successful campout.
The fo ll owing suggestions can help:

ACTIVITIES
Plan a maj or activity such as cooking, f ishing, lashing (fastening sticks or pol es together with cord or twine), or hiking.
Remember to keep the age and experi ence level of the boys in
mind when planning the activities.
DEVOTIO NS
Morn ing Bible shtdies and evening devoti onals are a must'
Roasti ng ma rshmall ows. sharing stories, and singing songs around
the campf ire are perfect pre ludes to the even ing devotion.
LOCATIONS
State or local campg rou nds are exce llent places to camp. They
have drinking water, bathrooms, and (sometimes) showe rs and
electricity. A nearby secluded backyard ca n also make a fun
camping location.
Before deciding on a site, visit it to determine if it is approp riate and safe. It should be family-ori ented and accommodate yo ur
planned activities . E nsure management permits the activities you
have planned. Decide if yo u need to bring drinking water or if you
can use water from a nea rby stream. Stream water needs to be
purif ied with a filter or by boiling. If the site has no bathrooms,
find an area where you ca n make one, or rent a portable toi let.
If yo u plan to have a campfire , be sure yo ur site all ows them
and plenty of wood is ava ilable. Check with the local fire department concernin g fire regul ations.
GEAR
After pl anning yo ur activiti es and selecting your location , make
a list of all the equipment yo u need. (Don 't skip this step! ) Include
tents, food, ice chest, water buckets, cookin g gear (plan your
menu ), stoves, fu el, shove l, rake, buckets fo r sand or wate r (to put
out your f ire), first-a id kit, picnic tables, and items needed for
your activities . Think about each aspect of the outing and what you
need for each item on your agenda. Consult the Adventures in
Camp ing handbook for furth er informati on.
Pineapple Upside-Down Cake (Makes one 9-inch roun d cake)
1
/2 box ye ll ow cake mi x
l can sliced pineapple
I small jar cherri es
2 Tbsps margarine or butte r
4 to 6 Tbsps brown suga r
Using half the ingredi ents make cake as directed on the box.
Spread pineappl e rings so they cover the bottom of the cake pan.
Place a cherry in the center of each pineappl e ring. Spread sugar
and butter on top of ingredients. Carefull y pour cake batter on top
of ingredi ents being careful not to move tbe fruit.
Use a canning kettle or pot large enough to fit a 9-inch round
cake pan inside without touching the sides. Place rocks at the bottom of the kettle to keep the cake pan fro m to uching the bottom.
Yo u now have an outside oven. Place your oven on a bed of hot
coal s. Be sure the coals stay hot; charcoa l briquettes wo rk well.
Bake cake 30 to 35 min utes , then check it for doneness . To serve,
turn cake out of pan so pineapple slices are on the top.
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• Carlos Cobos, Spanish Eastern
District
• Dave Emerson, Nebraska District
• Ken Gray, No rt hvvest District
• Kevin Molodecki, Arizona District
• Greg Stulgies, l\ebraska District
The following district commanders
have also earned the sa pphire pin for
having 20 or more j un io r Councilmen
sign up in their distri ct d uring 1999:
• Jimmy Burnett, Northwest District
• Harry Hunt, Ohio D istrict
• Angel Ortiz, Spanish East ern
District
• Eugene Morrison, W isconsin /
N. Mich igan District

CURRENT EVENTS

DOUG MARSH,

Royal Rangers
missionary to Latin America
-T am excited to report that T hold in my
hand a key to a brand new Ford Holland 65
HP tractor, with a front-end loader, a brush
hog, and a road blade' Each of you have
seen the need for this equipment, prayed
for it, and participated in helping us secure
it. T hank yo u so much!
The new tractor will help us maintain
the grounds at Camp Summit here in Costa
Rica and help with MAPS construction
projects.
With the help of Royal Rangers supporters all over America, and my friend
Steve Dow, pastor of First Assembly of
God in To peka, Kans., and Kansas Distri ct
HonorBound director, we were able to purchase the other equipment mentioned.
Each of you played a vital rol e in thi s. My
wife Kerry and T, along with mi ssionary
colleagues Eugene and Carolyn Hunt, want
to express our heartfelt thanks. "jMil miliones de gracias!"
-Doug Marsh, Costa Rica

From Hanspeter Neck:
Royal Rangers Eurasia
What is moving us as Christians ongoing in our hearts, and not only at the turn of
a new year, is the Word of a liv ing God,
who, by His Spirit, reveals deeper and
deeper the work of redemption that Jesus
has accomplished! For many Royal
Rangers the highlight of 1999 surely was
the third EUROCAMP. The German Royal
Rangers hosted very well almost 5,000 par-
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ticipants from 20 nations. The theme
"Breaking Barriers" and all the activities
conveyed renewal , strengthening , faith ,
and new life in the Lord. This kind of
event, taking place every fourth year,
enlarges the vision of the leaders and the
yo ung people in a ve ry va luable way.
With God's help the basic training of the
leaders and in structors could be concluded
in Italy and Latvia. A start has also been
done in Ukrania and Macedonia. New contacts have been established in Bulgaria,
Lithuania, and Estonia. We are amazed at
how God opens doors and gives contacts.
ln Europe the coordination of the helps and
the preparation of international events are
getting more considerable and the expansion of the Royal Rangers ministry is
enlarging. We pray for God's guidance in
all decisions concerning the Rangers ministries here in Europe. It was and is a privilege to see how practical help is also given
to the ministry by our brothers and sisters
abroad. Continue praying for us as the
Lord further builds the Rangers ministry in
Europe.

CONGRATULATIONS
The following National Councilmen have earned the Light for the Lost
Councilmen sapphire pin for having
e nrolle d
five
or
more
junior
Councilmen in 1999:
• Rob Barrans, Northwest District
• Stanley Botts, Oklahoma District
• Kenny Catchot, Louisiana District
• David Christensen, Wisconsin/
N . Michigan District

ADVENTURE

Buckaroos-Straight
Arrows Coordinator
Appointed to
National Office
Bri an Hendrickson
was appointed the
Straight
ArrowsBu ck aroos
coord inato r for the
nati onal
Royal
Ra ngers Department
No\embe r l , 1999.
Bri an and his wife
An!!el have
four
children: Tabitha, age
1-t. Nico le, age 12 ,
Chri s. age 11 , and
Karrin . age 9.
Prior to his appointment. Brian and his
family lived in Loyalton . Ca lif. He taught
kindergarten and first zrade at Loyalton
E lem e~tary from Septem ber 1995 until
moving to Sprin gfield . Brian was active
throu ghout hi s community while li ving in
Loyalton , often holding dow n two jobs,
which gave him the opportunity to work in
law enforcement. resort management, and
construction.
Brian graduated fro m Bethany College in
Santa Cruz. Calif.. in 1987 with a B. A. in
Cu ltural Studies . Pri or to and during his
graduation the re. he served in missionary and
pastoral mini stri es for nearly 10 years. He
then returned to Bethany College to complete
his teacher 's certificatio n.
Brian had been very active as a Royal
Rangers commander at Loyalton Assembly of
God in Loyalton. He also served in positions
at the sectional and district levels for the
Royal Rangers ministry.
With this wealth of experience in Royal
Rangers and in education, Brian has been
assigned with the responsibility to write new
curricula for the Royal Rangers programs.

AGNEWS: From T11 is Day Fo rwan l
Highlights Now Offered Via E-ma ilFrom This Day Fonmrd. the dai ly 15-m inute
radi o prog ram sponsored by the Asse mb lies
of God, co ntin ues to share co nci se an alyses
of key iss ue s in mora l living on a grow in g
number of radi o stations across the country.
N ow a nyone \\·ith an e-mail acco unt has the
oppo rtunity to rec ei ve, free of c ha rge .
highli ghts from eac h broadca st's transcr ipt.
Dr. Rich ard Dobb ins, From This Dm·
Fonmrd host. is a n A sse mbli es of God
mini ste r and internatio nall y known cou nse lor
wh o fo und ed E\,IERGE Min istri es of Akro n,
Ohi o. Dr. Dobbins' in- dept h perspective
shared on each broadca st has bee n ga ined
thro ug h h is deca des of profe ss io na l
coun seli ng . Cohost Pas tor Je rry Qua ll s is
pastor of Gla d Tidi ngs Churc h (Asse mbl ies
of God ) in Norfo lk. Va.
Fmm This Dm · Fo nmrd is the newest
produ c tio n in a line of Assemblies of God
proj ec ts elati ng back to the 195 0 's a nd th e
wee ke nd broadca sts o f C.M. Wa rd as hos t of
Re1·ivallime
.
Ear ly
broa dca s ts
of
Revi1'CI!time cou ld be hea rd by an
internatio nal audience, but li steners we re
limited to recei1·inu the m o n th eir local radio
stati on 's schedu le.! nt e rnet technolog y ha s drama ti ca ll y
ch a nge d
the
\\·ay
m edi a
m ini s tr y
orga ni zat ions can se rve the ir audi e nces .
Fmm This Dm · Fonl'ard is no exce ption.
w ith a rchived broadcasts ava il able o nlin e
24
hours
a
day
at
<http ://ww w.dayfon1·a rd. o rg> .
"Li steners \l·ho ha\·c mo re li mited access
to th e In ternet may not be ab le to use our

Royal Rangers Court
of Honor,
1999 JLTA Graduation,
By James Oas
A Co urt of Ho no r was held on Se pt. I I,
1999, as 13 young men grad uated from the
4-yea r Juni or L eadership Tra ining A cade my,
co nd ucted in th e North west Di stri ct. Th e
Acad emy rewards the R oya l Ra nge rs

audi o f iles," says Di ane Doucet, direc tor of
develo pment for the Assembli es of God 's
Ca rdo ne M edi a Cente r. " By signing up for
' Day Forward OnLine,' th ey can ge t th e key
" t.
content of o ur broadca sts in a print fo rma
The materi al can be put to a vari ety of uses
by mini sters and lay peopl e alike.
Eve ntually, th e show 's website will have
indexed listin gs, allow ing visitors to access
pas t broadcast audio fil es that address a
spec ific need o r printed versions o f th e sa me
materi aL

On Jan ua ry 13. 34 Pa thfind e rs from
Te nnessee bega n th eir 17.000-n:ile journ ey to
build a church and sc hoo l combin ati o n in
Awaso, Kenya, and a church in Tal ek, Kenya.
Thi s was the most complica ted and ex pensive
task o ur men have atte mpted.
Th e Roya l Range rs Pathfind ers is a
spec ial mini stry partnership with the MAPS
A broad prog ram. M embers of th e Royal
Rangers Fronti e rsmen Ca mping Fell owship
engage in church constr ucti on proj ects where
othe r MAP S teams ca nnot go du e to
geog ra phic. e nv iro nm enta l. a nd/o r li vin g
cond it io ns.
Th e N as hvill e Corne rsto ne Church paid
th e building mate rial cost. Thi s was a great
bless ing for th e Pathfinde rs since no rmall y
we pay for materi als also . Th e trave l ex pense

was so great that each ma n sti II had to rai se
$2,500. T he team s we re mad e up of men
fro m all ac ross tb e sta te of Te nn essee.
Th e prese nt church in Awaso co nsisted of
a few benches und er a shade tree. Th e du st in
thi s area is unbeli eva bl e durin g the dry
season and the mud the sam e durin g th e we t
seaso n. D urin g the so ng se rvice o ne wo ul d
be covered w ith du st. T he new church/schoo l
is a rock building 50- by 100-feet w ith a red,
metal ro of. On the f in a l night at thi s site, a
special se rvice was he ld w ith so me 400
Maasi atte ndin g to view the .Jesus Film in
the ir nati ve langu age. C ro ssv ill e Trinity
Ta bernacl e a nd Murfree sbo ro Family
Worship Ce nte r donated the proj ector for the
film.
T he church at the second site was held in
th e local public schoo l at Talek. This new
church is 35 - by 50-feet and is lo ca ted on one
ac re of la nd, which wa s donated to the church
Th e
by th e tri bal c hi ef of th at a rea .
Pathf ind ers f ini shed thi s rock structure w ith
a beau tiful g ree n, metal roof and 49 solid,
wooden be nches a nd a han d-crafted podium .
The community of Ta lek is loca ted 4 hours
away from Awaso, whi ch mean s the team was
di vided. Dave Wharto n and Mi ss ionary J.R.
Go uld direc ted th e team s. us in g th e
y
Roge rs and
co nstructi o n s kill s of D2nn
Ga ry Folli s.
Maa si wa rriors w ith bows, kni ves, and
spears gua rd ed eac h of th e camps. This was
a great co mfort to us city fo lk, sin ce we could
hea r the Iio ns and hye na c: t nig ht.
The tea ms overcame m<cny obstacles, but
w ith your prayers a nd God's help, the
c hurches we re completed on time. +

trainees a Civil War repli ca saber upo n
g raduat io n.
Aca de my Director Ra lph Allen and John
Sleeth had a vision for bring ing the JLTA to
th e No rthwest Di strict. Now, after its fourth
yea r since th e in ception of the JLTA , th e
Aca demy rings true w ith leadership skill s,
spiri tual truth s, a nd practica l applicati ons,
all of which we re taught in th e four ca mps .

These camp s, wh ich were held
over th e 4-year period, covered
th e follow in g : Campin g
Leadership; Training Tra ils,
which in cluded rappelling;
Canoe Expedition ; and
Survival Camp.
District Co mmand er Jimmy
Burnett and Ralph All en
honored each boy with a special
spl of
ceremoni al saber " diay
arms" in conjunction w ith a
reading from some of th e boys.
Th e banquet preceding the
ce re mony wa s f illed to capacity
w ith over 200 in attenda nce. It wa s a clay
long awaited by these yo ung me n, who
li ke ly w ill not forget its importance in their
li ves in the years to come.
The 1999 g raduates a re as fo ll ows: Terry
Barhitte, Da ni el Cede rbl om, Isaac Cronk,
Bryan Do rmaier, De rek Fay, Joshu a
G range r, Ro bert Joec he r, N ath an Johnson,
Jesse Palmer, D t,stin Rush, Ru sse l Sil va,
Ma rcus Smith , a nd M ic hae l Wes tman.

PAST EVENTS
Tennessee Pathfinder
h~pact.Kenya Africa, By
Mike King-
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Outreach Ministries

Audio and Video
Libraries
The national Royal Rangers Office now offers an audio
and video series on outreach m ini stry, which deal with
variou s workshop topics
on evangel ism.
To order, contact the national
office, at 4 17-862 -2781 ,
ext. 4177.

Southern Pacific District Holds First
Instructor Certification Seminar
By Lorenzo Martinez
On Oct. 21-23, 1999, the former Pacific Latin American
District and now Southern Pacific Latin American District had
its first-ever district ICS. Our new district now covers the entire
southern California area and all of Arizona.
We had five commanders recertify and nine others who were
newly certified. We want to congratulate the following
commanders: Joshua Aguiar, Gabriel Bustamante, Brenda
Cruz, Lupe Duran, Elias Gomez, Delmy Martinez, Robert
Mena, Mauricio Panchame, Edwin Rodriguez, Zaira Romero,
Joel Romero, Richard Sarinana, Roman Saucedo, and Israel
Valdez. All met the certification requirements and are now
teaching our men and women the exciting and challenging
Leadership Training Course. We also want to thank our district
commander, Freddie Espinoza, and the entire ICS teaching staff
who were instrumental in making this res a historic event and
a great success. +

Outreach Ministries Video Library
Contains six videos on the following subj ects:
Part I: "Reaching the Children"
"Leading a Child to Christ"
Part 2: "Understanding the Minds of
Children"
"Ministry to Children"
Part 3: "Teen Suicide & Substance
Abuse"
"Understanding the Urban
Family"
Cost w/o video library holders: $45
Cost w/ video library holders : $60

Outreach Ministries
Audio Library
The/allowing is an excerpt ji-om Church Lnw & Tax Report,
prepared in part by Richard Hammw; legal counsel01; The General
Council o(the Assemblies of God. This is not a publication of the
Assemblies of God. For detailed in(ormation pertaining to these
church-related legal issues, e-mail your subscription request to
http://www. iclon/ine. com.

PERSONAL INJURIES-on church property or during church activities
"A Missouri court found a charity liable for injuries sustained by an adult while bun gee jumping at a charitysponsored event.
"Application: Many churches have engaged in inherently
dangerous activities as a way to amuse adolescents, and in
some cases adults. Bun gee jumping is an obvious example of such an activity. This case is important because it
illustrates that a church cannot avoid liability associated
with an inherently dangerous activity by hiring an independent contractor to operate or conduct it. There is one
other aspect of this case that should be noted: The court
ignored the 'release form' that tl;e victim signed prior to
his injury. It observed, 'one may never exonerate oneself
from future liability for intentional torts or for gross negligence, or for activities involving the public interest."'
Sexual misconduct by clergy and church staff
"Unsupervised contacts between male church workers and
adolescent families may lead to inappropriate sexual
behavior, or to false allegations of inappropriate conduct.
In either case, the church worker is exposing himself and
his church to legal risk."
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Contains six audio cassettes in library holder with eight
workshop topics:
Part 1:
Part 2:
Part 3:

"The Calling of God"
"Meeting the Social Needs of Inner City"
"Ministry to Royal Rangers in Urban Areas"
"Methods of Motivating Children"

Part 4:
Part 5:

"How to Share the Gospel
One-on-One"
"The Role of the Church in Sex Education"
"Street Ministry"

Part 6:

"The Ministry of Drama''

Cost: $25

Year 2000
Commemorative
Gift Set
Limited Edition

Leader, here's a special Royal Rangers collectable you won't want to
miss-the Year 2000 Commemorative Gift Set. The set includes a
patch, bolo tie, and mug , each bearing the special commemorative
design. This one-of-a-kind "millennia!" set will commemorate 38 years of
successful Royal Rangers ministry-from 1962 to 2000.
Set Cost $25

Cost Individually $5 patch, $15 bolo ti e, $10 mug

To order, contact the national Royal Rangers Office at 417-862-2781,
ext. 4177. Or send your request via e-mail-to include full name,
mailing address, phone number, and GPH account number- to:
RANGERS@AG.ORG.

Cost: $18
Ideal for section, district, and regional leaders to promote
Royal Rangers in the focal churches
ro ORDER: Ca ll the national office, 417- 862-2781, ext. 4177
CONTENTS:

• Instructions for church
presentation
• History of Royal Rangers
• Training opportunities
• Articles of interest
• Promotional brochures
• High Adventure/ Leader magazine
• Han
·est Task Force efforts • Order form • Catalog
• Th e Last Best Thing, Junior Councilmen project
·Leadership Tra ining Course pamphlet
• Building Bridges, 9-minute promotional video

.......................................................................

FCF
PRODUCTS

The nat ional office, thanks to the financial
backing of FCF, now has two new products of
interest to FCF members: the Pathfinder Missions
brochure and the FCF Scout Handbook. The
brochure highlights the Pathfinder program and
how FCF members can participate in this exciting
overseas church co nstruction ministry. The handbook includes needed information for FCF Scouts
on the district, region, and national levels.
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TRAINING
CALENDAR
FOR YEAR 2000
Advanced National
Training Camp
I Michigan-Gaylord (Lost Valley
Bible Ca mp),
e
Sept mber 14-17

Buckaroos/Straight Arrows
Training Conference
I Southern Californ ia-Frazier Park

(Frazier Park Conference Center)
,
August 11-13
I Washington-Silverlake Bible
Camp,
Septemb
er
29-0ctober 1
I Wisconsin-Spencer Lake, October
6-8
I Alabam a- Springvil le Con ference
Cen te r, October 27-29

National Academy
I Missouri-Eagle Rock (Camp Eagle

Rock),
May 10-14 (Phase 2),
May 8-14 (Phase 3)

National Training Camp

To Order,
Call 1-800-641-4310
Pathfinder
Missions
Brochure
Cost: $0.10 ea.
ITEM NUMBER 729-019

I Wisconsin- Waupaca (Camp
Wildern ess),
May 4-7
I Northern California-Mineral
(Camp Mt. Lassen) , May 18-21
I Indian a-Brucevill e (Camp Arthur),
May 18-21
I Mississ ippi- Meridian (Waukaway
Springs), May 18-21
I Southern California-Pinecrest
Conf. Center
,
September 7-10
I Southern Missouri-Eagle Rock
(Camp Eagle Rock), September 7-10
I New j ersey-Woodstown
er 7-10
(Camp Roosevelt, BSA),
Septemb
I
Washington-Silverlake Bible
Camp, September 28-0ctober 1
I Alabama-Springville
(Camp Lone Eagle), October S-8
I North Texas-Maypearl
(Lakeview Camp) , October 12-15

FCF Scout
Handbook
Cost: $6.00
ITEM NUMBER 729-026

National Training Trails
I Northern California-Placerville
(Camp Loon Lake), August 24-27
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John Andrew Peebles was ready to work,
play, serve, obey, worship, live-and meet jesus.
The 10 year old from Middletown, Rhode Island,
who had just completed his Pioneers requirements and
was contemplating new Rangers challenges, went home
to be with Jesus October 15, nearl y 5 years after being
diagnosed with neuroblastoma.
But the cancer, which takes many of its patients
within a year, didn 't defeat John. He lived his brief years
with vigor, earning pins and becoming a decorated
Ranger. He checked out of the hospital to attend a Pow
Wow, traveled to Disney World with his fam ily, became
a student of the Bible, and touched many lives.
"He witnessed to the point that, at his funeral,
there were over 300 people there and we' re not from
this area. We were amazed at how God had used him,"
said his father john E. Peeb les. "It wasn't a funeral; it
was a going-home procession."
During th e service at Abundant Life Assembly of
God in North Swansea, Massachusetts, John's commander, Sunday school teach er, and pastor spoke of his
faithfulness, courage, and faith. His Ranger outpost had
a color guard; the casket was draped with a Royal
Rangers flag; and his body was buried in a favorite outfit: his Rangers uniform.
"He always wore his uniform to every meeting,"
said John's mother, Cathy Peebles. "He had to go to the
hospital on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays to
receive platelet treatments. If we were going to be late
leaving the hospital h e' d say, 'Make sure you bring my
Royal Rangers uniform. "'
"The Royal Rangers program," she said, "gave him
something to look for ward to, a purpose, a way to
focus his energy, and a sense of accomplishment. Plus,
there was the sense of belonging to a group. He fit in
even though he was different; they were very accepting of him."

Royal Ranger

John Andrew
John's dad agreed. "Rangers, " he said, "helped mold
John's character and gave him motivation to live for the
Lord . It was an outlet for his faith. "

Working and playing
Keeping busy was important to John. He read,
camped, collected Beanie Babies, played, and kept
going, his parents said. He even built a winning
Pinewood Derby car while h e was in the hospital.
"We were amazed at his strength," his dad said.
"He always dealt with what he had to deal with at
that moment. There were times T felt I was being
overwhelmed, and T looked at him and he was dealing with it."
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At one point, John was lega lly blind and had n early
lost his h ea ring, but "was still going to Roya l Rangers.
Whenever th e church doors were open, h e wa nted to be
there," his dad sa id.
John attended one Pow Wow in a wheelchair after
getting special p ermission to leave the hospital. "He was
four-wheeling everywh ere," Cathy said. "My husband had
to hose the wh eelchair down before he took it back."
John's Rangers commander, john Munl ey, tells h ow h e
insisted on sleeping on the ground, "like the other boys,"
instead of using a mat his fat h er had brought. "For John
Peebles, sleep ing on the ground would ca use a Jot of pain,
but his dad sa id h e slept as so und as a baby that night."

Serving and obeying
"John was always looking for ways to h elp peopl e,"
his mom said.
His comma nder said h e never h eard john complain
and that he rarely requested prayer for him self. Rather, he
wanted th e Pi on eers to pray for his sisters, Tamara and
Ericka, or someon e h e' d m et at the clinic or h ospital.
He made friends eas il y and took it upon himself to
entertain and ca re for youn ge r cancer patien ts. When a
little boy beca me attached to on e of John's toys, John
gave it to h im.
"He recognized h ow scared the littl e boy was," hi s
father reca lls.

Worshipping and Living
The Peeb les had been attending Abu ndant Life just
2 months whe n their blond-headed kindergartner was
diagnosed with cancer.
"This church has stood beside us du ring thi s who le
time. It was a blessing to us," John's dad sa id.
"John was a blessin g to have-just th e way he loved
the Lord and the way h e loved the Scriptures. His wa lk
with the Lord really became his strength," his commander
said.
The Book of Revelation was John's favorite . "He read
it three tim es in the last year. He'd say: 'I can't wait for th e

Etc.
Through his life and death, John left a legacy of his
faith and character. "We were ama zed at how m any people's lives h e touched during his 10 years-and how far
beyond his 10 yea rs he really was. He had great understanding," Cathy sa id .
A pastel of john will be featured in a millennium
exhibit at the Massachu setts College of Art .
He was an examp le for his fello w Rangers and fam ily.
"The boys there knew John's sickn ess could kill him, and
they watched his faithfulness and the reality of Christ in
John's li fe. We had boys in the group who h ad never read
the Bib le. Not only were they introd uced to the Word of
God, but to someone who believed it with his life," john
Mun ley sa id .
"It [the memori al service] was a witness of hi s faith ,"
John's father said. "My family ha s not onl y hea rd the
gospel; they've seen it through my son."
Jo hn even mad e an impact on his caregivers. "Right
from th e beginni ng, you could tell h e was a pretty amazing kid," said Halli e Bieber, a nurse who met j oh n at Pau l
Newma n 's camp for kids with life -th reatening illn esses.
"He had so much to offer. ... I kn ew I had to take advantage of the time 1 was given with him because it was clea rly very special. He just rea lly gave you the strength and
power to see the good in life," sh e sa id.
Hallie, who was wit h John and his famil y when he
died, was amazed by th e "incredibl e peace" in th e hospital room.
"John's confid ence in his salvati o n is the reason," his
parents said .
"We were talkin g with h im and we sa n g t h e
Doxology," his dad sa id. "He was in my wife's arms; God's
presence was so rea l. j ohn literall y went from my wife's
arm s to God's arm s."
Cathy said, "Hi s feeling always was: ' If God h eals me,
that's great . If not, I' ll be with Jesus."'

Lord to return . When do yo u think He's going to come
back?"' Cathy said.
He also learned th e power in praise. When dru gs
caused him to have nightm ares, John 's fath er found him
singing praises. "John knew that worship brought God 's
presence into his life, " h e said .
John's stamina impressed many, including his pastor.
"John n ever quit," said Pastor Harold Mizn er. "He just
kept involved in things."
"He n ever let it stop him," Cathy agreed. "He'd carry
the IV pumps around. In Rangers he'd play the games h e
could. And during the on es that he couldn 't, he would
just cheer on th e others who were playing."
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Nail a rubber snake to a pole. Spray paint the snake
the color gold (brass). Show the boys what it looks like.
Why do you suppose God did that? Why do you suppose
He wanted the people to look at the snake that had been
lifted up in order to be saved?
God was building His own object lesson for the
future. In John 3, Jesus used this sto ry as an object
lesson. The Israelites knew the story of the brass snake
being lifted up. Jesus sa id in John 3:14, 15, "Just as
Moses lifted up th e snake in the desert, so the Son of
Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes in
him may have eternal life."
How was Jesus usin g this story about the brass snake
on a pole as an object lesson about himself? He was saying that He would h ave to be killed and raised up on a
pole (a cross) for all to see, so that everyone who looked
to Jesus and believed on Him could be saved from sin and
death.
Jesus was lifted up on a cross. He gave His life for us.
All who look to Him and ask Him into their lives will be
saved! If you haven't asked Jesus into your heart, do it
right now.
Repeat this prayer: "Jesus, I believe that You are the
Son of God. I believe You gave Your life for m e. Please
come into my life and forgive me of all my sin. Help me
to live my life for You from now on. Thank you, Jesus, for
washing away my si ns. Am en." John 1:12: "Yet to all who
received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave
the right to become ch ildren of God."
There are man y promises in God's Word. These two
promise us that God will give us eternal life in h eaven if we
believe in Him. God's Word is so wonderful; it's better than
candy, honey, or anything else you could ever eat. That's
wh y it is so important for us to read and study God's Word.
Every time you read God's Word and the promises in it, you
are learning something special about God . You should
enjoy reading God's Word more than yo u en joy eating
candy. God's Word is very special.

OBJECT LESSON

OBJECT LESSQN

~ Brass Serpent

~

SUPPLIES

SUPPLIES

I A snake, or pictures of snakes, rubber snake, pole
Explain that frontiersmen often ran across snakes.
It was important for them to learn about snakes. Show a
snake or pictures of snakes. Talk abo ut various types of
snakes common to your area. Some snakes are poisonou s,
but most are not. Explain that, nearly all the time, snakes
won't harm people unless they are suddenly surprised or
stepped on. Explain that the Bible has an interesting story
concerning snakes. It is found in Numbers 21:5-9.
The Israelites were complaining against Moses. God
doesn't like complaining. God sent poisonous snakes and
the people were being bitten and were dying. The people
realized their sin and asked God to forgive them. God
then told Moses what to do. He was to make a snake out
of brass, put it on a pole, and then lift it up high.
Everyone who was bitten by a snake had to look at the
pole to be saved from death . This seems like kind of a
strange thing that God had them do.

10

HIGH

ADVENTURE

11

Let's Play Ball''

Note: This ga me is design ed to be used to study the various elements
of the Royal Rangers pmgram . Before each boy is allowed to try to hit
the ball, lie has to answer a question about tile Corle
, Motto, Pledge,
Gold Points, Red Points, etc. Keep asking tl1e same questions over and
over so the boys are learning from eachher's
ot
ques tions. Ask visitors
easier questions and regulars harder questions .

I Two copper type dish scrubbers, and a foam bat, a
rolled up piece of newspaper, or a wrapping paper
tube. (Note: The dish scrubbers are the oval type.
They are sometim es called "chore boys." They are
similar to "SOS pad s." Sometimes they are made out
of plastic.)
Divide the class into two teams. If you are playing
this game inside your classroom, use the "A" rules. If you
can go outside or m ove into a bigger room , use the "B"
rules.
"A" Rules: The scrubber is the ball and the bat is the
foam bat, rolled up piece of newspaper, or wrapping paper
tube. Draw a diamond-shape on a piece of paper to repre-

I
sent a baseball in field. Select some obj ects to be markers
to represent base runners.
Designate areas of the room which will represent
home runs, triples, doubles, singles, and outs. You m ay
choose objects such as: hit the door for a tr iple, hit the
table for a single, hit the poster on the wall for a home
run . You may want to use masking tape to mark lines on
the walls of your classroom . The highest mark on the wall
could be for home runs. Every place you mark will represent a single, a double, a triple, or a home run. Every
place you don 't m ark represents an out.
One team will take turns pitching the scrubber. The
boys on the other team will take turns at hitting. Each hitter must an swer a question and, if correct, he gets a
chance to hit th e ba ll. The hitters are trying to hit the ball
to the areas where you have designated h om e runs,
triples, etc. If they miss, or hit the ball elsewhere, they are
out. Wh en a bm· h its the scrubber and it hits the marked
"double," th e instructor moves a marker on the piece of
paper to show the re is now a person on second . If the
next person h its a double, he has moved the first boy to
home and a run is scored. Th e teams switch sides when
three outs are made . If you have large teams, they switch
sides when everyone on the first team h as had a chance to
bat. Then the ot her team bats. The team who has the
most runs when the game is over, wins.
"B" Rules: If th is game is played in a larger area or outside, use bases and allow the boys to play baseball. Play it
similar to kickball. Players are allowed to throw the scru bber at the base ru n n er in order to get him out.

OBJECT LESSON

Memory Verse Game (Or Learn the Pledge game)

~ JJSpeed

OBJECT LESSON

~
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Finish Line''

Discipline & Review Game

SUPPLIES
I Rope, marker, construction paper, pins
Mark two ropes with 10 equal spaces. The ropes represent football fields . Cut two paper footballs out of construction paper.
Divide the class into two team s. Pin each team's football on a rope on the zero ya rd line. Point the football so
each team needs to advance 100 yards in order to get a
touchdown.
This game is designed to play throughout your class
time . The class is divided into two teams. Occasionally,
ask the boys questions during your devotions, opening
exercises, meeting features, etc. Every time a boy on a
team answers a question or does something right, his
team gets to move ahead 10 yards on their rope (football
field). However, every time someone on a team needs to
be corrected due to poor behavior, his team loses 10 yards.
This ca uses the whole team to encourage one another to
exhibit good behavi or. Whenever a team advances 100
yards, it scores a tou chd own, wins a prize, and th en starts
over again.
Offer various incentives for th e first team to cross the
finish line. The incentives may be treats, prizes, or whatever you choose. This game works especially well on a
continuing basis from week to week. This way, next week,
a team may begin on the 70 yard line with only 30 yards
to earn for a treat.

Scrabble''

SUPPLIES
I 3 by 5 cards, marker
Choose a verse (Pledge, Code, etc.) for your class to
memorize. Say the ,·erse four times together as a class.
Encourage the boys to memo rize it. Explain th at you are
about to play a game using th is verse . Invite individual
boys to quote this verse. Each time a boy quotes the verse,
the whol e cla ss h ears it one more time.
Ahead of class time, 1nite th e individual words of this
verse on 3- by 5-inch cards. Bring out these 3- by 5-inch
cards and place them on the table in ord er so the wh ole
class can read the verse.
Scramble the cards. Ch oose a boy to try to place the
verse in order again just as fast as h e can. Time the boy.
Continu e with other boys to see 1\-ho can do it the fastest.
For larger classes make two, three, or fo ur sets of th ese
cards. Divide the class up into two, th ree, o r four teams.
Have teams play against each other. Each time the cards
are back in order, the whole team h as to say the verse .
As the various teams attempt to put the verse back in
order again , repeat the verse over and over. Also, use it as
a time to talk about what the verse or Pl edge means. Boys
can listen and unscramble the cards at the same time. A
prize, such as a can of pop, candy bar, etc., can be given
to the boy or team that wins.

\(c;.'D 1<~ ER , REI> l?l>~ ER

WE 1>ARE ~A'\2oA~ o~El<!
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Start by marking a circle on one sid e of the boot-about
l to 2 inches above the ankl e. Drill six small holes around the
circle, then take a pair of scissors and cut from hole to hole to
cut out the circl e. This will make th e door for th e birds to enter
their n ew h om e. About 1 inch below the door opening, drill a
hole to h ot glu the dowel in to, to for m th e perch for the birds.
Next, cut the top of the b oot at an angle or a peak. Dri ll
another small hole in the mid dle of each side of the boot at the
top, a little down from the edge . Either leave the license plate
or piece of tin flat or bend in th e middle as sh own. Punch a
small hole on each side of the license plate or tin to run the
wire through. This attaches the roof to the bird house and also
forms a wire hanger.
On the front of the roof (th e part th at hangs out over the
toe of the boot) punch a small hole. This is \\·here yo u will
attach the bird feeder.
To make th e feeder, take a med ium pi ne con e, wrap a piece
of twine or string around the top (big end ) of the pine co ne,
leaving enough stri ng to attach through th e hole at the front
part of the roof. Before attaching it to the bird house, cover the
pine cone with peanut butter, and it roll in bird seed unti l coated. Now, very careful ly, tie it to the front part of the roof, so it
will hang down to a height wh ere the birds can perch on the
toe of the boot to feast on the pine cone.
Be sure to hang this out of reach of you pet cat, and en joy
watch ing the bird s come and go.

by Brenda Millhouse
/

NEEDED ITEMS
1 -old boot (cowboy, hiking, work boot, etc.)
1 - l-inch dowel about 2 inches long
I Drill and bit
1 Old license plate or piece of tin the same size
I Wire for hanging
I Scissors
I Glue gun and glue
I Pine cone
I Peanut butter
I Bird seed
I String
1

1
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Friends
Only
Campout

by Rick Dostal

Okay, maybe you are Commander of the Year and have
n ever run out of ideas. You're the comma nder who always
ha s plent,- of stuff just waiting to
b e used, but there are never
enough "·eeken ds or summer
months for ,-o u to use all those
ideas . Yea h, right!
Well, I happen to have been
stuck before an d wished someone would suggest som ethinganything- n ew so I could steal
that idea and run with it. Here's an
id ea : Let's start writing down
things that h aYe ed
,,·ork for us and
share them . That way you can try
what's worked for me an d I can try
what's worked for vou! Then we
won't h ave to stea l anything.
Novel.
You kn ow h m,- you're always
trying to get n e,,·
boys to come to
your outpost meetings? Unless
you are that senior commander of
the world and you ha,·e more boys
and comman ders than you can
h andle, you should be the on e
writing this article. So ho\1· abo ut a
Friends Onl y Campout? Yes,
friends only! It worked for me .
Back when I was sen io r
commander of Outpost 20 in
Grover Beach, Calif., we had about
15 Pioneers and Trailblazers . I was ready for a popu lation
explosion. You kn ow how you get vvh en you have more
than one command er per -± 0 or 50 boys-kind of
overstaffed. Ha!
It ca m e to me all of a sudden. "Okay, boys, we're going
on a campout in 1 month, but you are only allowed to go
if you bring a frien d with you ."
"Hey, Bobby, you and 1 can go as friends ."
h , "Yea and Mark and Claude can go together, and we'll
all bunk togeth er just like always!"
"Whoa
, speed racer, wait just a minute; I haven't
finished! Your friend cannot be from this outpost."
"No, n o, Commander. We don't ha ve any friends.

Well, non e that will want to go to a church camp!"
"Okay, so just invite them to go out on a Friends Only
Campout for just the dudes. "
"So, Commander, if we have to in vite a friend, who are
you going to invite?" Uh, oh, the pressure's on!
"Don't you worry your little h ead about it. If T require
you to do something, I'll do the same or I won't get to go
camping either."
We started making all th e plans, and before you know
it, on campout da y we all had a friend to go with us. Yes,
even the commanders. I invited my old high school buddy,
who was big in the Boy Scouts of America . .Jim had even
ea rned his Eagle Scout Award. (That's almost th e
equivalent of a Gold Medal of Achievement .)
We had a blast d uring all the games and contests and
in the lake on the rope swing. What a day! That night at
the council fire, we started singing all the old fun campfire
songs . .Jim even taught us a n ew one about a "littl e skunk. "
We have added verses since then for you section a l
commanders, but that's another story. Sometime, when we
go camping togeth e r, I'll be happy to teach you that one.
Some of the commanders I know say, "He's got a million
of 'ern. "
I think the best part of the whol e weekend was when
three boys, after devotions, gave their hearts to .Jesus and
made Him their Lord and Savior.

Hey, I never said there wou ldn 't be devotions at the
Friends On ly Camp-out. As a matter of fact, if you don't
know me by now, when I go to a camp and have any say
in the matter, everyone's going to know Jesus is my Master
Ranger. And 1 plan to offer th em the opportunity to make
that same decision!
I didn't double my outpost's attendance, but the few
boys that did start attending regularly were sure a blessing.
As a matter of fact I'm pretty sure that's the camp wh en
Charlie started attending. Charlie Maddux was my first
Gold Medal of Achievement winner.
So, Mister Commander of the Universe, let's hear
your story!
SUMMER
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KIDS
LOVE
PUPPETS!

it in the meeting without a puppet stage. If it doesn't have
legs, it takes away from th e illusion of the puppet and you
will n eed a way to hide your arm.

When yo u use puppets like this without a puppet
stage, yo u have several options:

1.

If it's an animal, you can have the puppet make the
anima l sound and you interpret what it says. Thi s is
lots of fun. You can be really creative by making the
puppet act crazy and you interpret for it. Choose an
animal that is easy to make the so und of, such as a
dog, bird, lion , lamb, bee, etc.

2.

Yo u ca n also h ave the puppet (animal or person)
whisper in yo ur ear. Yo u are the only o n e who can
h ea r them and then you tell the class wh at the
puppet said. You can use the puppet to ask qu estions,
tell stories, and more.
You can learn ventriloquism which is talking without
moving your lips. This sounds h ard but it really isn't.
It just takes practice!
You can do "easy" ventriloquism by having the
puppet talk, but just h ave the puppet say easy words
that you can say without moving your lips . Avoid
words that start with B, F,M, P, V, and W.

by Mary Boyd
magine an outpost meeting where the boys are sitting
on the edges of their seats, glued to every word th e
commander is saying. Is this just a dream come true ?
No, this is a m eeting room where puppets are being used.
Kids love puppets! When a puppet comes out, you have the
attention of every boy. They will listen to every word the
puppets say.
Many lead ers stay away from using puppets b ecause
there isn't room for a puppet stage. But you can still use
puppets by creating your own puppet stage by hiding your
arm so that the illusion of the puppet remains . Other
leaders stay away from u sing puppets because they think
that all puppet s are too expensive . The end of this article
contains companies you can write to th at sell reasonably
priced puppets. Here are a few ideas:

I

Puppets in a bag
Get a sma ll, inexpensive animal, person, or "thing"
puppet and sew it into a bag. "Thing" puppets coul d be
furry monsters, robots, flowers, etc. To d o this, find o r
make a cloth bag that h as a draw string top and th e
bottom is slit open. Sew the bottom of the puppet to th e
bottom of the bag so the puppet will b e inside the bag. You
can then slip your hand into the bottom of the bag and
into the puppet . The bag acts as the puppet stage and
hides your arm.

3.

4.
5.

Have the puppet sing a song to a tape played in
the cl ass.
Be creative! Experiment! Puppets can really capture the
attenti on of boys wh o will love them . You'll be surprised at
how the boys will listen to, and remember, what the
puppet s say and teach .
RESOURES:

Gospel Publishing House: 1-800-641-43 10
Sunshine
Puppets:
1-815-965
-8080
One Way Street Puppets: 1-800-569-4537

Puppets in a backpack or duffel bag
Cut an opening in the back of a backpack or duffel bag.
From the inside, sew th e bottom of a sma ll puppet to this
opening. You can carry the bag into class and o ut pops th e
puppet when yo u are ready to u se it. Th e bag act s as the
puppet stage and hides your arm. When you finish, the
puppet remain s hidden in the bag. You can also place
items in th e bag that the puppet can bring ouult~~~-n~~~?t1=~~~~
order to h elp yo u with yo ur lesson. It can ,
bring out an object that yo u use for an
object lesson. It can bring o ut cards that
you have review questions li sted on. It
ca n also bring out special prizes, treats,
or awards.

Substitute Puppet Stages
Yo u can hide your arm by cutting a h ole in
the bottom of a plastic b ucket, bowl , or
flower pot and have the puppet come out.
Yo u can also cut a hol e in a top hat or
decorated box.

Puppets with Legs
lf you use a puppet that has legs, you
can just put the puppet on your hand and use

of
one

HOW TO USE THESE PUPPETS:
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Advancement Academy

by Kirk Watson

My name is Kirk Watson, and my son's name is Kyle. We are members
of Outpost 6 at Central Assembly of God in Springfield, Missouri. I am
one of the Pioneer commanders.
The year 1998 was ,·ery full of Royal Rangers activities for me and
my son. First came the district Pow Wow. It was a lot of fun. During
the day, the boys had activities and at night were the pageants. The
theme was "Treasure Is land Days." Every camp was decorated
accordingly; it was a,,·e
some ! During one of the pageants, they were
doing the announcements. A man named Don Bixler was passing out
applications for .-\dvancement Academy. I asked our senior
command er what that was all about. He
said it was something that Kyle would
love. They work on merits for 1 weeksome of the harder ones that a boy
would have trouble earning on his
own-and h ave a lot of fun at the same
time. I filled out an application and
mailed it in. Instead of Kyle going by
himself, I decided to take a week's
vacation and go with him.
In the meantime, we went to
Camporama in July. It was held at
Camp Eagle Rock, Missouri. It was a
national event with over 5,000
campers. It was the largest activity in
the history of Royal Ran ge rs. Over
1,300 boys commi tted their hearts to Christ, 800 received the infilling
of the Holy Spirit, and 700 were ca lled to the ministry. At one of the
altar services, Kyle received h ealing for his asthma and allergies!
Then in August, it was off to Advancement Academy in Knob
:-Joster, Missou ri. Before we left, Keith Coulter asked if I wou ld like to
assist in one of the classes. I told him I probably wasn't qualified, so
I asked what else \\·as aYailable. He said I could work in the kitchen.
I told him th at ,,·as fine . It is a beautiful campground called
Camp Shawnee.
As soon as " ·e got there, we hit the ground running! Everything is
like a well-oiled machine-right on time! Don Bixler was the camp
commander. We got checked in and every boy received a folder, hat,
and T-shirt . After that, ,,.e took a group picture. The camp has a mess
hall, showers, and cabins for the boys to stay in.
Here is a sch edule of 11·hat happens during a typical da y:
Rise and shine at 6:30
Secret place (which is th e boys' devotion time) at 7:30
Breakfast at 8:00
Morning assembly at 8:3 0
Classes from 9 till noon
Lunch at noon
Classes from 12:45 to 3:30
Recreation time from 3:30 to 5: 30
Supper from 5:30 to 6:00
Classes from 6:00 to 9:00
Evening rally from 9:00 to 10:00
Lights out at 11 :00
At the end of the week, there was a banquet for the boys and their
families at Warren sburg First Assembly of God. That week Kyle worked
rea lly hard and received five merits.
There were a lot of great things that happened at Academy that
Kyle learned . Some were to be more focused , disciplined with his own
devotional life , and more self-motivated. My many thanks to all the
Academ y staff that work so tirelessly every year to present this
wonderful training .
The Royal Rangers min istry is a great mini stry fo r boysand dads too!

Ten Tips To
t\m~~e~! Outing
When planning an outing for Straight Arrows
and Buckaroos, a leader sh ould use a checklist of
specific items that will help to pull together all
the elements of the event. This will en sure that
the boys h ave a good time. Plan your event at
least 3 weeks in advance. Make sure the proper
personnel within your church are notified and
permission is granted before pursuing any outing
or event. Notify parents at least 2 weeks before an
event is to occur. Do not surprise parents at the
last minute with information, or your turnout
will be poor.
A checklist will cover the elements that are
needed to h ave a fun and safe time fo r all
involved. Create a standard form with your
checklist items that can be used in the planning
process for future events. Here are 10 tips that
will put you on the path to planning a stress-free,
fun outin g for your boys.
1. Give the location of the event .
2. Make the date of the event and a rain date,
clear in case of bad weather.
3. Transportation and chaperones: Will it be a
car pool or bus? Find this out in advance by
determining who is interested in participating,
and if parents would volunteer their tim e and
vehicles (also ch eck for insurance).
4. Departure/arrival times should be kept. All
participants should be present at least 30 min utes
prior to departure . This will give you time to
collect outstanding items.
5. Cost involved. If it is a prepaid event, make
sure that m onies are collected at least on e week
prior to the event . Specify to parents if check or
cash is requ ired.
6. Food: Should children bring a sack lunch or
snack or will they be eating at the event?
7. Confirm availability of rest room fa cilities.
This is very important for these little guys.
8. Medical forms and permission slips are not an
option. They should be filled out, signed, dated,
and turned in prior to th e event. This will be an
especially useful tool in taking attendance during
departure and arrival.
9. UI1iforms must be required. The safety of the
boys cannot be taken lightly. Un iformed Straight
Arrows or Buckaroos will be easier to spot.
10. Weather conditions ca n be an obstacle, so
have the boys dress appropriately.
Advertise the upcoming event in your church
b ulletin, a n ewsletter, or take-home paper for the
parents. The appropriate information should be
made available to the parents, along with
permission slips and medical for m s as early as
possible. Remind parents as the date of the event
n ea rs. With the checklist item s co mpleted and
confirmed, you are sure to succeed in having a
safe and fun time.

Special Needs, Special Love
Reaching Out To Special Needs Boys
by Paul Stanek
h at do I do with a challen ged boy in m y
o utpost? I don't h ave th e time, skills, or
training to work with such a boy. I kn ow that
h e needs the ben efits of Royal Ra ngers, but I don't kn ow
wh at to do . This is th e cry of man y of our pastors,
com mand ers, and oth er children 's wo rkers. Sp ecial
n eeds boys arc still boys. Th ey n eed love, understa nding,
acceptan ce, and a group in which to relate and develop .
Th ey are n ot less than other boys. They need what Roya l
Range rs h as to offe r. Our job is to hel p th e boy develop
his utmost potential as a gifted person wh om God loves.
A spec ial n eeds boy presents us with th e
op portunity to relate an d grow. Working with a gifted
boy takes a fo cused effort on our part to hel p that boy
grow ph ys ically, mentall y, sociall y, and spiritu a ll y. ft is
we who are chall enged. Focusin g on the boy a nd not his
h andicap is the beginnin g of a special mini stry wit h
whi ch God has enriched us.
There are som e do's that we n eed to be aware o f
wh en working with spec ial n eeds boys:
1. Do minister to th e boy. Thi s is paramount. Every
boy h as th e breath of God in him . He h as to have
the opportunity to lea rn abo ut God, the savi n g
grace of Jesus Christ, and the empowerm e nt of the
Holy Spirit. He need s to develop hi s awaren ess of
God and how to worship our Creator. Eve ry boy
needs to grow spi ritu ally.
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2.

Do ha ve high expectations of and fo r the boy.
Never treat a sp ecial needs boy as a low performer.
Chall en ge him to reach beyond what he expects of
himself. Your encouragement will lift him to
greater potential and possibilities. Th ere h ave been
scores of special gifted people wh o have reach ed
distin ctive achi evements in life. They just need
your support.

3.

Do recognize the boy as a person. A boy does n ot
want hi s disability to be focused upon. He wants to
be part of the group. He wants to fit in. Treating
him differently will make him feel different. Our
job is to h elp the boy be part of th e outpost and its
advan cement recognition.

4.

Let th e boy be responsible for his limitati ons. Th e
boy knows wh at h e ca n and /or cannot do. Let the
boy do what h e can for himself. Give assistance
only when h e asks or when his safety is in
jeopardy. The boy n eeds th e opportunity to reach
beyond his immediate limitations. An overcautiou s
lead er can m ake a special boy less than what he
can become.

5.

Treat the special needs boy as you would any other
boy. Behavior a nd spiritual standards should be th e
same for all. Special preferential treatment makes a
boy feel different than his p eers. Every boy should
be trea ted equally and with dignity. Boys grow well
where there are rea sonable guidelines for conduct .
Treat them with respect.
H I G H
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6.

Let peers help with the special n eeds boy. The
special needs boy wants to li ne up and participate
in th e outpost activities. Your Ra n gers leaders will
be h appy to share and work 11"i th t h eir special
fri end. Friendship is blind to disab ilities. We grow
together as fe llow Ra ngers.
7. Allow more time for the special n eeds boy to
achieve. He is not asking that th e req uirem ents be
watered dow n. He wants to earn hi s rewa rd just
like th e other boys. He may need m ore tim e to
achi eve hi s requirem ents and proj ects. Let the boy
reach out for his achievements.
8. Adju st advan cement requirements where needed .
Keep in m ind we are speaking of qualit\ o f
requirements versu s quantity. Wh ere th ere is n o
possible wa y that a special n eeds boy can achi eve
his requirement, then adjust and tail or that
requirement with quality substituti on. Specia l
education personnel, social workers, comma nd ers,
and parents can work togeth er to com e up with
achi evable alternati ves. Don 't make t hese
altern atives too easy. Be sure there is qua lity in
alte rnatives a nd in time requirem ents that meet
the sa me standards as the regular adnncement
requirements.
There are many special ne ed s boys in our
communiti es. Most of them are n ot found in our
churches. They ha ve not been sough t out and invited to
th e various program s and m inistries of our local
churches. Their parents are not attend ing either because
th ey perceive th ey are not wanted as a family. These
special needs families also need someo ne to care. Th ey
n eed to feel they are welcome in the body of Christ .
We ca n show the speci al n eeds boy and hi s famil y
t hat we really care by:
I Seeking them out and reach ing them for Christ.
I Inviting th em into the ch urch family.
I Giving of ourselves to th em as compassionate
human beings and believers .
I Accepting them as a family and as individual
persons.
I Accommodatin g our facilities to meet their n eeds.
I Providing a n oppo rtunity to express themselves
in worship.
I Providing an opportunity to study the Wo rd of
God.
I Providing an opportunity to grow spiritu ally.
I Accepting them in our church ministries and
programs.
I Adapting the activities to include them.
I Bein g a fri end and mentor.
Yes, th ere is a world of special peo ple out there in
our communities. The greatest n eed is love. Will love
sea rch th em out? Commander, it is up to you.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Keep a fu ll first aid kit in each craft .
Be able to swim (almost every enthusiast capsizes sometime).
Hold onto your craft if you capsize. However,
stay on the upstream side to avoid being trapped
against downstream obstacles.
Try to float on your back with your feet pointed
downstream if you ca psize and are separated from
your canoe.
Paddle close to shorelines on large lakes.
Portage when streams or rivers become questionable.
Be sure your shoes will not hinder swimming.
Tennis shoes are the ideal choice.
9. Keep a safe distance between canoes.
10. Never canoe alone.
11. Know the condition
of the water.

12. Never stand in your canoe.
13. Remember that currents are
always stronger than th ey look.
Know your strengths and limitations.
Carry basic repair materials: gray duct tape, a sharp
knife, and a rubber hammer. They're valuable if you
have a problem.
16. Bring at least one extra paddle.
17. Have a throw-line in
the craft, makin g sure
it is secured to a
canoe seat.
18. Cam· a bailer and a
sponge for removing
excess "·a ter in the
craft. Tie them to
a brace.
19. Have a " ·histle or
other hai ling device
to call fo r help.
When th e 1reath er is
bad, or the water is runn ing
high, is not the time for
canoeing. Some watem·ays
are canoeable year-round,
while others offer only seasonal floating. Paddlers choose
wh ere, when, and for h ow long- anywh ere from an
hour to a week. Avoid crowded waterways by canoeing
on weekdays.
You don't have to invest a lot of money to go canoeing. If you have your own craft and gear, that's great. If
not, outfi tters along the rivers and streams provide virtually everything- except a guarantee you won't get wet.
In picking your paddle, the best length is generally
one that reaches your chin when its tip touches the
ground. Paddles ARE important. Make sure you pick a
comfortable grip. Paddles come in a variety of materials.

14.
15.

Pick the right one. A paddle with the correct length, blade
shape, grip design, and material, all contribute to the
comfort and safety of paddling.
Regardless of where you canoe, canoeists should:
1. Always obtain permission before entering
private property.
2. Never cut or damage living trees and shrubbery.
3. Be absolutely certain any fire is completely out
before leaving.
4. Carry litter out.
5. Bury human waste.
6. Eat high-energy snacks to
maintain your strength.
7. Try to camp at least 4 feet
above water level.
8. Store valuables in waterproof, airtight bags or con
tainers, and it's wise to have
a change of clothing.
9. Carry sufficient drinking
water.
10. Notify the proper authorities
if you plan to enter a wilderness area, or stay overnight.
11 . Stay to the right. It's the
same as the rules of the road.
A pleasant delay on any float
trip can be the thrill and excitement
of seeing wild animals and birds. For those who want to
watch or photograph the birds and animals, the trip may
be longer.
Everyone has their own list of personal items they like
to take canoeing. It's best to have your own checklist, and
go over it before each outing. A few items you might want
to consider are: sunglasses
with a neck strap, knee pads,
a sun hat, waterproof
matches, insect repellent,
trash bags, and a flashlight.
If you are planning to build a
campsite or stay overnight,
take along an ax and shovel.
No matter how much gear
you put in your canoe,
position the weight properly,
and tie everything to the
canoe thwarts so you don't
lose it if you capsize.
Canoeing is an outdoor
sport for which an individual
becomes skilled only through
practice. From this article you can get some pointers, but
there's nothing like doing it yourself.
Canoeing isn't as complicated as we might make it
sound. We've tried to touch on a number of things
canoeing beginners want to know, but you can learn
considerably more by asking questions of outfitters and
drawing on other people's experiences.
Canoe outings don't have to be rugged to be
enjoyable. How about an ideal day, some floating, a little
paddling, swimming, fishing, lunch ashore, a few outdoor
pictures, a hike in the woods, and lots of peace and
contentment? Now who could ask for more!
SUMMER
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WHE:N THE: RASCAt RANGeRS WE:RE: ASKE:D IF
THE:Y WANTE:D TO TAKE: THE: L..ONG TRIP TO THE:
FOOTHIL..L..S OF THE: ROCKieS IN THE: MIDDl-E: OF
JUL..Y FOR A CAMPING TRIP, THE:Y eAGeRt.Y
ACCE:PTE:D. L..ITTL..E: DID THE:Y KNOW WHAT THE:Y
WE:RE: IN FOR...
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"Yeah!" Roy snapped back. "Well, maybe I
am a little more cautious than you are!"
The shore was lined with small Greek fishing
boats. We walked along the sandy beach until
we found ourselves past the sand, walking
directly along the edge of the bay. The bay was
filled with all kind of sea life . The night before
we had feasted on fried octopus dipped in feta
cheese sauce and garlic spread. Once we had gotten over our initial fear of eating octopus, we
had all discovered that it was great!
Although the Greek food was an adventure,
that was not what we were there for. We were
going to hike along the shoreline, past all the
boats, and finally climb up the face of the cliff
overlooking the bay.
Various rocks lined the water's edge. Dad
noted that the rocks were put there to keep the
waves from eroding away the shoreline. The
outpost skipped along the rocks moving
smoothly. This was child's play. My dad tried to
keep up, but, well, he's not as young and skinny
as he used to be. Besides, I think he had eaten
one fried octopus too many the night before.
Dad had assured us with a grin that eating 16
octopus and 2 loaves of Greek bread was perfectly normal for an adult man.
We continued jumping from rock to rock

Dad had assured us with a grin that eating
16 octopus and 2 loaves of Greek bread was
perfectly normal for an adult man.
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here are many exciting stories in my
diary, but this one almost cost my dad his
life! Hi, I'm Darby Jones, Jr. My dad,
Commander Jones, just seems to always find
trouble.
"Alright, boys, this morning we're going to
explore the shoreline of the Greek City of
Thessaloniki," Dad announced.
We were ready. The week at Eurocamp in
Germany had been incredible. But we had all
looked forward to this week of traveling through
Europe in preparation for the long flight home.
"Come on, Roy!" Trey exclaimed. "You're
holding us all up!"

T
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until, finally, we ran out of rocks to jump. There
we were, faced with the task of either going
back, up, or into the water.
"Alright, boys," Dad began, "we need to find
a way up this cliff. Remember, no one is to risk
chances. We'll find a path that is safe and one
that everyone can take. You see, we're a team.
Let's help the team to succeed!"
Each of us teamed up with a buddy (you
know, the buddy system), and then we spread
out along the face of the cliff to find a path to its
summit. We soon realized that this cliff was like
nothing we had ever climbed. It was not made
of rocks ... but of clay!
·
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We all raced back and
Desperately, Dad clawed
forth along the face of the
with his left hand for a
hand-hold. We all watched
cliff until Trey called out,
"I found a way!" Within
in horror as the rock
moments he was up the
under his right hand
face of the cliff, standing
began to crack. He was
on a ledge. One by one we
just a moment away
all scampered up after him.
from falling down the
face of the cliff and into
Trey h ad found a place
where the run-off water
the bay below. Then, just
had cut a groove into the
as the clay rock in his
face of the cliff. Large
right hand crumbled and
rocks protruded out of the
broke away, with one
cliff fa ce and made great
frantic grasp he managed
hand - and - foot holds.
to get his hand on a
Finally, the last of our outhandful of grass.
post was on top the cliff
We all held our
with only Dad left behind.
breath. Would the grass
hold? Or would its roots
He looked up the cliff's
face at us then back at the
pull out of the clay as
ocean behind him.
Dad took a dangerous
"I'm not too sure I like
fall?
the path you have picked
I am glad to report
out! " Dad said. "It doesn't
that the grass held. My
look that safe!" The real
dad was able to grab
fact was that Dad was a bit
handfuls of grass and
scared ... but didn't want The real fact was that Dad was a bit scared ... pull himself up the cliff
his outpost to know it.
to the ledge. The advenbut didn't want his outpost to know it.
"Come on up. It 's
ture turned out to be an
easy!" we all chimed in together. Well, it was
exciting one, though not a safe one.
We all, including Dad the commander,
easy ... for us young bucks, that is .
learned a very important lesson that day. What
Dad hiked up his pants and began the climb.
had looked like rock had actually been just clay.
He reached up and grabbed an outcropped rock
and pulled himself up. We all cheered him on as
And what appeared safe to the eye was really
unsafe to the body-that is, a bigger body, such
he slowly began to work his way up the face. It
was easy to follow, as all of us had clearly left our
as my dad's!
There's another lesson to be learned that can
marks in the clay.
be applied as well: Sometimes we pick friends
Dad was only about 5 feet from the ledge
based upon what they look like-whether they
" -hen it happened. He had just reached up and
rabbed a rock and was placing his weight on his
are popular, handsome, or pretty. These friends
ri aht foot. At that point the rock he was standmight look good on the outside, but inside they
ing on crumbled and broke into small pieces.
are full of sin and bad behavior. If we put our
The commander's feet slipped out from under
trust in them, and make a stand with them, we
him, then the rock in his left hand crumbled.
might open ourselves up for a very bad fall.
Remember what God's Word says: rrThe
"Ahhhhhh! Dear Jesus, help me! " cried out
LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man
my dad as he dangled above the bay.
looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD
None of us could help him. He was still
looks at the heart" (1 SAMUEL 16:7, NIV).
about 5 feet below us. And the reality was,
none of us could have lifted him up. He was
just too big!
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Can you name this animal?
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Belong...
by Sonia A. RANDALL
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f you saw a lot of people together, you'd say
there was a crowd. But if you saw a lot of
birds, you wouldn't call them a crowd;
you'd call them a flock. There are many interesting names for groups of God's living creatures. Draw a line to connect the following creatures with their proper groups.

Herd

Bees
Lions
Cows
Quail
Geese
Chickens
fish

Co~ey

Schoo
Swarm
Colony
Pride
Pack
Gaggle
roop
flock

Bea~ers

Wol~es

Monkeys
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Where does
a general keep
his armies?
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Up !Jis sleevies!
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~ What's the moral of the story
.8 about Jonah and the whale?
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You can't keep a good man down!
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Who designed Noah's ark?

iiJ

An ARK-itect.
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Attention Senior Commander

Polo Shirt with Maroon Collar
A perfect shirt for the office, golf course, church
meetings , or just relaxing. Made of 100% heavyweight cotton, this herringbone natural polo sh irt
has a contrasting burgundy kni tjacquard collar and
welt cuffs. Royal Rangers is embroi dered on left chest
in burgundy.
Adult
Adult
Adult
Adult

M
L
XL
2XL

08KQ6222
08KQ6223
08KQ6224
08KQ6225

$32.99
$32.99
$32.99
$34.99

Wear the logo with pride on this 100% preshrunk navy blue cotton
pique polo shin with the Royal Rangers emblem embroidered on
left chest.

Royal Rangers Stainless Steel Travel Mug
Make yo ur commute count with this 16 oz. stainless steel mug featuring a black Royal Rangers embl.em on brushed steel. The mug has
non-skid bottom and splash-proof, drink-through lid. Not recommended as dishwasher safe .
$1 5.99
17KQ7531

Gospel Publishing House
1445 N. Boonville Avenue
Springfield, MO 65802-1894

Adult
Adult
Adult
Adult

M
L
XL
2XL

08KQ6216
08KQ6217
08KQ6218
08KQ6219

$27.99
£27.99
$27 .99
$29.99

Black Low-profile Cap wid1 Royal Rangers Emblem
Pro-style, low-crown , brushed cotton cap with matching fabric snap
closure and antique brass buckle. Royal Rangers emblem embroidered on front of cap.
08KQ6220
$12.99

Call toll free 1.800.641.4310

($ 5minrmum )

Fax toll free 1.800.328.0294 ($ 5 mmi mum. U.S., PR, and Hawaii)
International fax 417.862.5881

Prices subjeCt to change withou t nottce. MasterCard , VlSA. and Drscover accepted. All orders subject to credit approval. W here applicable
state and local sales tax will be added to yo ur order. Postage and handlmg Less than $10. 15%; $]0- $49 .99, 10%. $50 or more , 8%.

