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Cortll & lfing
f ,*rn.r will be here soon, and it will be time to camp before
\ yo, know it. Camping is fun and has potential for a'lot of
U lctivities, includin! sieing and learnin'g about wildlife. The
outdoors has hundreds of birds, mammals, and (as I am sure you
know) bugs. There are also many kinds of reptiles out there,
including snakes.

In nature there are about 2,700 species of snakes, so it should
not be hard to find one! Two species of snakes every camper should
be aware of live in North America. They are king snakes
(Lampropeitis getula) and coral snakes $4icrurus fulvius). AIl snakes
are interesting, but these two snakes might very well be the most
interesting. The reason is that the coral is a poisonous snake and the

Red and black, fttend of lack;
Red and yellow, kill a fellou,.

Now look at them again
closely and use what you just
learned to see if you can tell
which snake is which. The snake
with red stripes next to black is a
king; the snake with red next to
yellow is the coral, the
poisonous snake. Tiy guessing a
few times and soon you will
become an expert at identifying
the snakes.

Some other tips to help
avoid being bitten by a snake,
especially a poisonous one, are:
I Wear high top leather hiking
boots when you walk or hike in
the woods or in rocky areas.

I Never reach under rocks or
logs, that is where snakes like to
hang out.
I Be alert. You do not have to be
afraid of snakes, but it is very
important to be aware of the
environment around you.

Don't be afraid of snakes.
They are not looking for you,
nor do they want to hurt you.
Just stay alert and be smart, and
you will have a lot of fun
camping. If you respect the area
you camp in, never litter, and
enjoy the wildlife, the snakes
will probably be pleased you
decided to visit their
neighborhoodl

Which is a friend of Jack?

king is harmless, but they
Iook exactly the same-
almost.

The king snake is known
as a mimic because they are a
mimic, or copy, of the coral
snake. Animals know the
coral snake is poisonous, and
when they see its coloring
they avoid it. By mimicking
the coral snake the king
snake is able to fool the other

animals into thinking it is a coral snake, so the animals leave it
alone. Mimicking is God's way of helping to protect the king snake.

Do not be frightened by this information. You are going to learn
a very simple way to tell a coral snake from a king snake. There are
some other tips you may already practice that will help avoid a
confrontation with a snake of any kind too.

If you look at the picture above it is very hard to tell the snakes
apart. Remember this, and you will never have trouble telling these
look-alike snakes apart:
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'looks lihe Dad is mahing the..,
chichen extra-crispy a$ain., . "
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A grandson was visiting one day when he asked,

"Grandma, do you know how You and
God are alike?"

Mentally polishing her halo the Grandma asked,
"No, how are we alike?"

"You're both old," the grandson replied.

Game Warden: "Fishing?"
Man without a license: "No. Drowing worms."

Two Eskimos sitting in a kayak were chilly, but
when they lit a fire in the craft it sank...

proving once and for all that you can't have
your kayak and heat it, too!

The catfish has over 27 ,0OO taste buds.
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What's the difference between a hunter
and a fisherman?

,:., !i*itici iii's {l; 1t/itjl" ,'1 fi:;lit't'ttia* vLitils t;ttd !it:'g!

If they are dumb enough to eat off a hook,
how can fish be considered "brain food?"

LittleJohnny didn't do very well in his
classroom. During an oral spelling exam,
the teacher wtote the word "new" on the

blackboard. "NoW" she asked LittleJohnny,
"what word would we have if we placed a

"K" in the front?"
After a moment's reflection, Little Johnny

smiled and said, "Canoe?"

A potato baked in the coals for three hours
makes an excellent hockeY Puck'

The sight of a bald eagle has thrilled
campers for generations.

The sight of a bald man, however, does
absolutely nothing for the eagle.

The flea can jump 350 times its body length.
It's like a human jumping the length of

a football field.

What object has keys that open no locks, space

but no roomr and you can enter but not go in?
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"No, I don't thinh you've made ewry mistake
in the world - you've only been camping

since this mornin$!"
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