
bid not to speak with tongues.” First 
Corinthians 12 deals with the gifts of 
the Spirit that are manifested among 
believers who have received the bap- 
tism of the Spirit. 

My study of the Bible brought me 
to three conclusions: (1) The Bible 
tea&es that there is an esperience 
called the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 
(2) The evidence of the experience 
is “speaking with tongues.” (3) The 
experience comes after salvation as a 
second definite experience. 

CHURCH HISTORY ENDORSES IT 

Although I saw a!! this in the Bi- 
ble, I could not help wondering, “If 
this experience is for a!! believers, 
why did God wait 1900 years after 
the first outpouring hefore heginning 
a Pentecostal movement ?” I lveighec! 
the baptism of the Holy Ghost in the 
balances of church history and found 
to my amazement that some of the 
greatest men in the history of the 
Church had received and llreached this 
experience. 

Justin Martyr (108-168) stated in 
a letter to Trypllo, a Jewish leader, 
“Tile church is speaking in tongues, 
propllesying. am! praying for the sick, 
by the power of the Holy Ghost.” 

Irenaeus ( 130- 180), another early 
writer, stated that the church was 
speaking in tongues and prophesying 
during its worship. 

St. Augustine (345430) wrote in 
his diary that he was laying hands 
on his converts and praying for them, 
and they were being filled with the 
Holy Ghost and were speaking in 
tongues. 

In the revival during the Dark 
Ages which was led by the \Valdenses 
there were both !jrophecy and tongues 
present. 

Scharff’s church history records the 
fact that the hlethodists and Quakers 
were receiving ,the Holy Ghost and 
speaking in tongues in the early 1700’s. 

John \Vesley ( 1703-l 791) wrote, 
“The Holy Ghost enables men to speak 
in tongues, !)ro!>!iesy, and manifest 
other spiritual gifts.” 

Charles Finney (1792-1875)) a great 
theologian and preacher, declared that 
in the year 1825, while praying, he 
spoke in a language he had never 
heard before. 

Two of D. L. bloody’s hiograph- 
ers, Boyd and Daniel, both state that 
on one occasion Moody broke out 
speaking in tongues while he was 
preaching. 

This study convinced me that be- 
lievers had been recei\:ing the baptism 
of the Holy Ghost since the Day of 
Pentecost. I realized that if some of 
the greatest men in the !?istory of the 
Church had received this espcrience 
it was not unreasonable for us today 
to believe that God still fills people 
with the I-1014 Spirit. 

Not only have I I)een convinced 
by the Rible ant! cllurch history of 
the reality of the 1)aptism of the Holy 
Spirit: but I have also received it. 
There is no better proof of the reality 
of the !,aptism of the Spirit than per- 
sona! experience. 

After finishing my training at Texas 
~\‘es!eyan College in Fort \Vorth, 
Texas, T was sent to !>astor a hIetho- 
dist Cllurch in the city of Lubbock, 
Texas. Here I hecame fully aware of 
my need for the 1)aptism of the Holy 
Spirit. A Pentecostal minister friend 
pointer! out to me that he who has 
light and does not walk in it will soon 
be walking in darkness. I began to 
pray ahout the nlatter. 

Ahout this time T went home to 
i.isit my parents for a few days. IVhile 
there i received word that my girl 
friend. who is now my wife, and was 
a devout mem!>er of the Church of 
Christ, had received the baptism of 
the Holy Gllost. She encouraged me 
and I began to seek the 13aptism in 
a Pentecostal revival that was in 
!>rogress nearby. 

The first night I went to the altar 
I was very conscious of my position 
as a Methotlist minister. Kneeling very 
carefully on one knee I prayed some- 
thing like this : “Here I am, Lord. 
If you want me to ‘have this experi- 
ence, give it to me.” But I did not 
receive the Baptism that way. I soon 
realized I must forget about my posi- 
tion and simply desire the infilling 
of the Holy Spirit with all my heart. 
It took a few days of fasting and 
several hours of prayer to hutnble my 
stubborn, proud spirit. 

Then one wonderful night I went 
to the altar wanting more than any- 
thing else for God to fill me with 
the Holy Spirit. I fell on my knees, 
raised my hands toward heaven, and 
began to tell Jesus of my love for 
Him. Soon I was lost in the presence 
of Christ. My soul was flooded with 
heavenly glory, peace, and power. My 
one desire was to love and praise the 
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