


Commissioned 
(From Matthew 5:13, 14) 

“Ye are the salt.” 
Then, God, intensify my savor; 
shake me out upon this world 
to do the work You made me.for: 

preserve, impede the rotting process 
caused by evil; 

add flavor to men’s lives; 
make others thirsty for 

water of true life- 
Your Son! 

“Ye are the light.” 
0 Lord, burn brightly in m.e 
to show my world the way, 
like beacon penetrating through the fog, 
guiding men 

away from rocks of ruin 
safely through the channel 

to sure harbor- 
Your love! 

--ETHKL L. HEWI 

Chosen company 
Jesus went . 
where others would not go, 
spoke with those 
from tihom the good 
withdrew. . . . 

Jesus cared 
for those the upright scorned, 
loved Simon, Mary, Judas- 
ignored the wall of prejudice 
protecting us. . . . 

Jesus knew 
both sides of life and death; 
His values built 
an Ebenezer different 
from the past. . . . 

We try 
to picture Him in our image, 
law-abiding, morally correct; 
but He fulfills these, goes beyond: 
we must conform-to Him! 
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As the sec,ond son (Matthew 2128~31) 

Father, 
You asked me to gather grapes 
in .Your vineyard today, 
and I refused. 
But 
in thinking it over, 
I regret my selfishness. 
Would You forgive 
my stubborn will 
and put within me 
an obedient spirit? 

The call 
“Go,” 
He said. 
“They are lost; 
They know not that 
I love them.” 

But, Lord, 
It’s hard. . . . 
I have things to do . . . 
People to care for . . . 
Dreams to dream. . . . 
Besides 
I don’t know how 
to love them. 

By Your grace, 
save a little spot for me 
in Your kingdom. 
You will find me, Lord, 
humbly walking 
through Your gates 
in the company 
of penitent prostitutes 
and reformed tax collectors. 

“Just go,” 
He said. 
“Touch gently . . . 
Whisper softly . . . 
Hug with wide open arms . . ‘. 
Surround them 
With quietness of heart. 
And in that quietness 
I will love them 
Through you; 
And teach you . . . 
Through them.” 

--WAND STUH~I. VAIL 
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CHRIST, THE TORMENTOR 
I n Mark 5 we read how Christ deliv- 
ered a demented man who dwelt at 
Gadara on the far side of the Jordan. It 
is a striking story and full of action. 

Jesus had taken a boat trip to es- 
cape the pressure ofthe crowds. Then 
He landed where He was needed 
most. 

The hideous laughter of a lunatic 
and the terrifying clanking of chains 
welcomed Him. From the fringes of a 
graveyard a devil-driven maniac 
rushed toward Him cryingout, “What 
have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son 

;v: ‘7.)’ 
God. . . . Torment me not!” 

You never have to introduce the 
devil to Jesus. They are old acquain- 
tances. 

There is a demonic element at the 
very heart of man’s so-called modern 
culture. This is the root cause of all 
misery. There is a sharp and bitter 
conflict. A consummate power of evil 
resents the Saviour. This demonism 
considers the gospel an alien intru- 
sion threatening its frontiers. 

There is so much talk about a 
“moral lag.” Technological progress 
has so far outstripped the advance of 
ethics that the world is running out of 
gear. ,They tell us that when our lag- 
ging morals have caught up, harmony 
will be restored. 

The real story of what is happening 
today is contained in the words of this 
text, “What have I to do with thee, 
Jesus, thou Son of. . . God?” 

While science is busy developing 
the neutron bomb and creating new 
forms of life in test tubes, it cries, 
“What have I to do with thee; Jesus, 
thou Son of God?” 

This is true in the field of art. At one 
time art was universally regarded as 
the handmaiden of religion. All the 
old masters thought so. We see this 
devotion enshrined in the majesty of 
Gothic cathedrals, their spires sym- 
bolically pointing heavenwards. We 
see it in the priceless paintings of 
Leonardo da Vinci. We see it in the 
poetry of Dante and Milton. We see it 

in the fiction of Tolstoy. Beneath all 
this legacy of art is the pulse of the 
Christian‘philosophy of life. 

But now you can paint and carve 
and write the most foul obscenity in 
the name of academic freedom. And if 
anyone dare protest, you can con- 
temptuously dismiss him as an out- 
dated puritan. Art has run amok and 
derisively asks, “What have I to do 
with thee, Jesus, thou Son 
of . . . God’?” 

Perhaps what I am saying is more 
‘evident in music than anywhere else. 
What “madness” has infiltrated to- 
day’s music! Noise and jargon and 
sensuous beat cry out from another 
world, “What have I to do with thee, 
Jesus, thou Son of. . . God?” It 
breathes a spirit of rebellion. 

IF SUCH desperate lines are drawn, 
how can the church ever hope to 
finish its task of preaching this gospel 
as a witness in all the world? 

,The answer is in this story! It is a 
paradox that unfolds as Mark relates 
it. 

The maniac who so fiercely re- 
sented Christ’s coming at the same 
time fell down at His feet and wor- 
shiped Him. Here isthe unmistakable 
and unchanging’fact! It is forever true 
that while part of us is repelled by 
Christ, another part of us is irresisti- 
bly drawn to Him. 

Never forget that! We may hate His 
intrusion; we may crucify Him, and 
rail out against Him; but we cannot 
ignore Him. In the words of this text, 
He has come to torment’us. 

HE HAS come to torment us in the 
realm of ideas. I sometimes think an 
idea is the most powerful thing in the 
world. Ideas have legs. They get 
around. 

The most impressive idea of our 
time appears to be that of “dialectical 
materialism,” the ideology of Com- 
munism. It is a blight that has swept 
half the world into its cause within the 
memory of my generation. When Karl 
Marx gave it shape in the reading 
room of the British Museum, he could 
never have imagined the terrific range 

By C. M. WARD 
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of its influence. How could he have 
foreseen on what powerful legs it 
would stiide across the earth, what 
devoted missionarits it would enlist in 
its cause! 

Its ultimate success will depend on . 
whether it is more powerful than the 
idea Jesus launched in Galilee long 
ago. That idea has “shadowed” and 
tracked us down ever since. It is the 
gospel that the power behind the 
perplexing panorama of our existence 
is no impersonal’ force of blind 
economic urge but a Father who l&es 
us and invests our lives with a sense of 
,infinite significance. 

Neighbor, if this Galilean idea is 
false, it must inevitably die! No 
amount of artificial respiration will 
make any difference. All our preach- 
ing, all our revival effort, all our sus- 
tained missionary drive in the end will 
be in vain if the gospel of Jesus Christ 
is fiction rather than f&t. 

But if it is true, nothing that evil 
men can do will ever stop it. This 
burning idea, this militant gospel, this 
heartbeat of God Jesus let loose upon 
the earth will continue to “torment” 
us until we.have made up our minds 
one way or the other. 

HE H.4S come to torment us in the 
realm of morals. 

Read Lord Shaftesbury’s diary! 
You’ll find an illustratidn of this tor- 
‘ment there. It’s the torment of a sensi- 
tive conscience. He had tried in vain 
to get a bill through Parliament to pro- 
tect chimney‘sweeps and to do some- 
thing for what was accepted as the 
scum fringe of labor. So he wrote, 
“Very sad and low about the loss of 
the Sweeps’ Bill . . . but I must 
persevere, and by God’s help so I 
will.” Where does a conscience like 
that come from? 

What has been behind our W&tern 
progress and the steady rise in the 
level of working and living conditions 
in America? The answer is this “tor- 
ment” of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

-Thirteen years later, when Lord 

continued on next page 

NOVEMBER 5,1978 3 



The demented man of Gadara. Paintino bv John Blanchi lnhoto bv Three I ion+\ 

The tormenmr continued 

Shaftesbury’s bill was actually 
passed, he became aware of the ap- 
palling conditions under which 
British women and children worked, 
so he wrote, “The work to be done is 
greater than ever . . . but surely this 
career has been ordained to me .by 
God, and therein I rejoice, yea, and 
will rejoice.” 

NEIGHBOR, it is Jesus who makes us so 
desperately unhappy with our sins. 
We  may seek to cover them with clev- 
erness or cynicism, but the more we 

rebel, the more clear it is that Christ 
has come and we can no longer sin in 
peace. There’s only one way to si- 
lence a restive conscience. There’s 
only one way to take the storm out of 
our lives. We  must come to terms with 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God. There is 
no other way. He has come hither to 
“torment” us. 

He has come to torment us in the 
realm of personality. You may think 
you can insulate your mind against 
the appeal of gospel. You may con- 
gratulate yourself that you remain 
immune to the Scriptures. You may 
dismiss my entire message as too gray. 
and grim and forbidding. But there is 
one thing you cannot do! You cannot 

witness Jesus Christ enthroned in the 
life and activity of some friend whose 
daily schedule you know and remain 
impassive and unchallenged by such 
Christian testimony. 

I knew a lot of trite answers, but 
one thing I couldn’t resist was the 
Christian life my father and mother 
lived before my eyes. Such a manifes- 
tation of Jesus “tormented” me and 
led to my salvation. 

You may have just cause to argue 
with the professing church in your 
community, Mister, and with certain 
preachers you have known; but you 
can’t argue successfully with the pa- 
tience and fidelity of your Christian 
wife. She has l ived the gospel in front 
of you. That’s the “torment” in your 1 
soul today. 

Someone said recently about a cer- 
tain missionary, “I deplore his theol- 
ogy, but I can’t ignore his saintli- 
ness.” That’s what bothers you, un- 
saved neighbor! You lived right next 
to a Christian housewife who hungout 
her wash the same time you did every 
Monday morning. You sang the 
“blues” while she lifted an anthem of 
praise. You hated her religion, but 
you couldn’t ignore the way she han- 
dled the broken clothesline when her 
wash fell into the dirt. You would have 
cursed. She just smiled and did it over 
again. It “torments’? you. 

Jesus is the great disturber of his- 
tory. We  can never get rid of Him. His 
gospel haunts us. He stabs our con- 
science awake. You cannot hope to 
sin in peace. 

Let me tell you that in the end, like 
the Gadarene maniac, you will find 
that Jesus the Tormentor is also Jesus 
the Peacemaker. It is Jesus who says: 
“Come unto me, all ye that labor and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn of me; for I am meek and lowly 
in heart: and ye shall find rest unto 
your souls. For my yoke is easy, and 
my burden light.” 

Jesus alone can make you the man 
or woman that heaven meant you to 
be. He can restore your moral sanity. 

& 
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Cati a harlot trust the scarkt? 

HER FAITH MADE . 
0 ut of obscurity into Cod’s hall of 
Bme! Out of a life of sin into the fam- 
ly of the Lord! This is the story of 
Rahab, as recorded in the second 
:hapter of Joshua. 

Rahab was a harlot who lived in 
lericho. In fact, some Bible students 
,,elieve she operated a house of ill 
*ame; we know it was located upon 
he city wall. 

It was a degraded life; and yet 
under the sinful exterior she had a 
‘ieart that longed for a better life. 
When two Israeli spies came to her 
house and lodged there, she saw her 
Jpportunity. 

The king of Jericho somehow found 
out that two Israeli spies had entered 
the city and had lodged at Rahah’s 
house, so he sent messengers to tell 
her to bring them out. Her mind 
worked fast. “Yes, the men came to 
me, ” she replied, “but I didn’t know 
they were Israelis. Anyway, they are 
gone now. I don’t know which direc- 
tion they went; but if you chase them, I 
think you can overtake them.” 

Then she went to the tnen who were 
hiding on her roof. “Listen!” she said. 
“I know the Lord is with you people. 
We have heard how He dried up the 
water of the Red Sea for you, when 
you came out of Egypt; and we know 
how He gave you victory over the 
kings of the Amorites. Your God is the 
God of heaven and earth. .When you 
conquer our city, promise me you will 
spare my parents, my brothers, and 
my sisters, and all that they have, and 
not let us die.” 

In other words, she made a bargain 
with the two spies: she had saved 
their lives; now she wanted them to 
save hers and her family’s. 

She wasn’t thinking only of herself. 

. 

HER FAMOUS 
She was thinking of all her family. 
Quite a switch, wasn’t it’? You often 
hear of godly parents interceding for 
their wayward sons and daughters- 
but here was a wayward daughter 
pleading for the lives of her parents 
and the rest of the family. 

Why? Because she had faith in the 
God of Israel. She knew that judg- 
ment was coming, and she didn’t want 
her family to perish. 

“All right,” the men agreed. 
“When the Lord gives us this land, we 
will deal kindly with you.” 

Then she brought out a cord by 
which to let them down over the wall 
through a window so that they might 
escape. 

It was a scarlet cord. When the men 
saw it, they said: “When we come into 
the land, this cord shall be your sign. 
Tie it to your window ‘io it will be 
visible on the wall. And bring your 
parents and family into your house. 
We will spare this house and all who 
are in it. But if you go outside, your 
life will be in jeopardy.” 

The Bible indicates she tied the 
cord to the window immediately. She 
lost no time rounding up her family. 

“Mom, Dad, Jericho is going to be 
destroyed. Help me get all the family 
into my house for safety.” 

f‘Into your house’?” 
“Yes, into my house,” we can imag- 

ine her saying. “I know it’s been a 
place of shame, and it has disgraced 
your name., But it’s different now. It’s 
going to be a place of refuge because I 
have a scarlet cord hanging out. The 
Israelis will recognize it as a symbol of 
my faith in their God and in their 
promise to me.” 

Perhaps it took a lot of talking, but 
finally Rahab got all of her family into 

- 

her house. ,And the Bible says that 
when the city fell, the Israelis saved 
Rahab the harlot alive, and her’ 
father’s household, and all that she 
had, because she hid the two spies. 

There is a remarkable sequel to the 
story. Rahab became the wife of a 
prominent man in Israel, and one of 
their descendants was David, who 
became king of Israel. And in the de- 
scent from David came the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Think of it! Rahab, once a harlot, 
became a woman of rank in Israel and 
was an ancestor of C hrist him&f-all 
because she had faith in the God of 
Israel, asked for mercy, and hung out 
the scarlet cord in obedience to the 
instructions given by the spies! 

Isn’t God’s love and mercy wonder- 
ful? It reminds us that God is no re- 
specter of persons, but one thing God 
does respect is faith. In Rahab’s case, 
faith not only saved her life but got her 
a place in the family of God and also a 
place in the Bible hall of fame- 
Hebrews ll-where we find the in- 
scription: “By faith the harlot Rahab 
perished not with them that believed 
not, when she had received the spies 
with peace” (v. 31). 

She proved her faith by an act of 
obedience, as we read in James 2:25: 
“Likewise also was not Rahab the 
harlot justified by works, when she 
had received the messengers, and 
had sent them out another way?” 

If you are far from God today, 
perhaps you feel there’s no hope for 
you. Remember Rahab. She was a 
harlot, and yet she was no worse than 
any other sinner in God’s eyes. He 
extends His mercy and grace to all 
alike. The scarlet cord reminds us of 
the crimson blood the Lord Jesus’ 
shed on the cross to save us from our 
sins. It .reminds us also of the lamb’s 
blood that the people of God dobbed 
on their doorposts the night of the . 
Passover. “When I see the blood, I 
will pass over you,” the Lord told 
them. 

If we put our faith in the cleansing 
power of His blood, we shall be saved 
as surely as Rahab and her family. 
You can trust the scarlet. Rahab did, 
and it brought her salvation. & 
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T he Obregon sisters had not beep 
heard from for 6 months. Their par- 
ents were be&&ng more concerned 
by the day. Letters from their an- 
guished.father suggested some sort of 
search he organized. 

Rebeca and Levi Obregon had 
come to Iquitos, Peru, where my wife 
and 1 live and work as missionaries. 
Coming from the coastal region, the 
girls had traveled by truck over the 
.4ndes Mountains. The road reaches 
an altitude of more than 16.000 feet 
and then descends like a spiral stair- 
case down the eastern slope into the 
vast. steamy jungles and the city of 
Pucallpa. From Pucallpa, the girls 
had flown to Iquitos, a city of 135.000 
surrounded by 400 miles of roadless 
jungle. 

Rebeca and Levi were attending 
Bible school in Lima, Peru, when God 
burdened them for the Sequoya In- 
dians. The Sequoias are a primitive 
tribe living in an almost inaccessible 
region along the Putumayo River. ,I 
had heard of them but had never been 
able to visit them. 

To get to this region one must travel 
downihe Amazon-River, then double 
back up the Putumayo River in a 
V-shaped journey. The trip would 
take at least 24 days if transportation 
were available. 

While the girls looked for some way 
to go to the Sequoyas, they helped in 
our missions work around Iquitos: 
Rebeca preached in several 
churches. She always had a victorious 
attitude even though she was hand- 
icapped. Her right leg was severely 
crippled, and in order to walk she had 
to keep one hand on her knee. It 
seemed that a city block would be the 
limit she could walk without stbpping 
to rest. 

I didn’t want to disdourage the girls 
from trying to reach the Sequoyas, 
but under the conditions, I hoped theg 
would be content to minister around 
Iquitos. 

Their father, a faithful Assemblies 
of Cod layman, had written to me 
about his concern for them. He asked 
that 1 try to dissuade them from going 
deeper into the jungle. So when they 
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came to me several weeks later saying 
they couldn’t find transportation, I 
was greatly relieved. 

However, Rebeca persisted. She 
suggested that maybe 1 could arrange 
for a floatplane to take them to the 
Putumayo. 1 was still somewhat re- 
luctant, but I contacted Ed Shirts, a 
missionary pilot with whom 1 had 
flown many times. I knew he would 
give me factual information about t,he 
risks of flying into this area. 

He reported that the trip wasn’t 
long as the crow flies, but that it would 
be dangerous. There are no rivers to 
use for direction or to set the 
floatplane down on in case of bad 
weather. 

This report didn’t deter the girls at 
all; they still wanted to go. So Ed 
agreed to fly them. We decided that 
the best place to head for was a village 
on the map called Puerto Arturo. 

Missionury Dnvid Hansen, Rebecn (in 
striped dress) and Levi Obregon, and a 
friend who accompanied the girls on a 
jloutplane jl&ht study n map of the urea 
ulhere the Sequoyas nre known to live. I 



Our heavy load caused the .small 
Cessna to strain as we lifted off the 
Amazon. Out of the corner of my eye, 
I watched Rebeca looking at the 
jungle below. Tears started down lier 
cheeks as she praised the Lord for 
making her dream come true. 

I turned to the other window with 
tears in my own eyes and questions in 
my heart. Had the Lord really in- 
tended for these two young girls-one 
of them so handicapped-to preach to 
the Sequoya Indians‘? 

Puerto Arturo was not exactly an 
exciting place. It consisted of four 
thatched-roof huts. A government 
policeman was stationed there as the 
Putumayo River divides Colombia 
and Peru. He greeted us on the balsa 
wood raft used for floatplane land- 
ings. From him we learned that an 
army floatplane occasionally came 
by,, but not on any sort ‘of regular 
schedule. 

Still it was a small consolation and 
something the girls could keep in 
mind when they were ready to return 
to Iquitos. Since they would be travel- 
ing by canoe into an area 100 miles 
from Puerto Arturo, we had no idea 
where or when to pick them up. 

Before leaving the girls, we went 
over the map with them and pointed 
out a few places that Sequoyas had 
been seen; then we prayed together. 

As Ed and I taxied into t’ake-off po- 
sition, Rebeca and Levi waved and 
smiled. Each had a plastic shopping 
bag containing mosquito netting and 
some extra clothing. They also had a 
box of.Light-for-the-Lost literature to 
give to any Spanish-speaking people 
they might meet. They had no food 
and nothing for protection except 
their faith in Cod. Ed and I voiced our 
thoughts that very few men we knew 
would do what these two girls were 
doing. 

Back in Iquitos weeks became 
months, and we had heard not a word 
from the girls. We preyed for them, 
wondering if they had found the 
Sequoyas. When and how would they 

Peruvian m m y  men, and the floatplane 
pilot stand on the raft which serves ns a 
boat dock at Puerto Arturo. 

return’? When their father wrote 
about the girls, we could only reply 
that we had heard nothing. 

i\fter 6 months Ed and I decided we 
should make a trip back to the 
Putumayo to see if we could find out 
what had happened to them. 

Before our plans were cotnplete. 
someone knocked at the door-and 
there they were! Stniling broadly, 
each still carrying her plastic shop- 
ping bag (the literature box was gone) 
they began to tell us about their trip. 

They had reached several different 
groups of the Sequoyas. In their vil- 
lages they had preached and taught 
the gospel. Their message had been 
well received, and there had been 
tnany conversions and healings. The 
Indians had provided them with food, 
had guided them from place to place 
in the jungle, and had begged them to 
stay longer. 

Not one word did the girls mention 
about hardship, tnosquitos, rain, or 
heat. They talked only about the plea- 
sure and joy ,of sharing Christ with 
many who had never known He 
existed. Their story sounded like a 
chapter from the Book of Acts, and I 
envied thetn their tixperiences. 

After a few days Levi and Rebeca 
left foe their home. promising to come 
back to Iquitos in the future. 

Several days later a man from one 
of the local churches came running to 
our home. “Come* quickly, Brother 
David. Three Sequoya Indians are 

looking for you. They’re down at the 
church.” 

I dashed into the church to face the 
Sequoyas whose cheeks and 
foreheads were brightly painted with 
berry and root extracts. Although 
they were barefooted and roughly 
dressed, their long, black hair gave 
thetn an itnpressive appearance. 

Through an interpreter they told 
me they had been commissioned by 
their tribe to come to Iquitos and see if 
the story two young,girls had told 
them was true. They showed how one 
of the girls l imped, and we knew they 
were talking about Levi and Rebeca. 

Was it true, they asked, that God 
sent His only Son to die for their sins. 
that they could be pardoned‘and that 
Cod would be happy with them and be 
their friend even after they had 
warred and killed? 

We could tell from .their questions 
that they understood the rudiments of 
the gospel. Evidently Rebeca and 
Levi had dorie a thorough bit of mis- 
sionary work. All we needed to do was 
say, “Yes, what the girls told you is 
true.” 

The men smiled and said they 
would return to their tribe with the 
confirmation. 

As they walked away, I thought 
about how God had initiated reaching 
the Sequoyas by putting a vision in the 
hearts of two unassuming young girls. 
Now that vision had been brought to 
reality, and the Sequoyas had em- 
barked on that great ad.venture of 
knowing Cod. & 
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By c; J. E. KINGSTON 
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WHY’WATER BAPTISM? 
td .’ n stu ying ChristIan doctrine it is 
necessary to accept the Word of God 
IS our guide, no matter how it may 
:onflict with our preconceived ideas. 

Baptism by sprinkling or baptism 
)y immersion-which is scriptural? 
Phe Greek word bqtizo means to 
mmerse, to sink. It was applied to 
<hips or galleys sinking. When the 
apostles wrote baptize, they under- 
stood it to mean immerse and not 
sprinkle. 

Baptism by immersion was the only 
mode practiced for the fist two cen- 
turies after Christ. Even after this 
sprinkling was.rare for some time. 

Dr. Barlow, onetime professor at 
Oxfoid .and afterwards bishop of Lin- 
coln, stated: “There is neither pre- 
cept nor example in Scripture for in- 
fant baptism, nor any just evidence 
for it above 200 years after Christ.” 

Mosheim, the church historian, 
said: “The sacrament of baptism was 
administered in the first century by an 
immersion of the whole body in the 
baptismal font.” 

By whose authority, then, has the 
scriptural, apostolic mode, baptism 
by immersion, been changed into the 
unscriptural one of sprinkling? The 
change was authorized in A.D. 1311 
by Pope Clement V and his council 
assembled at Rave’nna. They de- 
clared immersion or sprinkling to be a 
matter of indifference. 

The Scriptures indicate that bap- 

tism means immersion. Christ said to 
His disciples, when referring to His 
coming suffering and death, “I have a 
baptism to be baptized with” (Luke 
12:50). Was Christ only sprinkled 
with suffering? No. He went right 
down into the’ river of death and could 
say, in the prophetic words of Jonah, 
“All thy billows and thy waves passed 
over me.” 

Did only His head feel the sprinkled 
drops of pain and anguish? No. They 
pierced His hands and His feet. He 
said prophetically: “I am poured out 
like water, and all my bones are out of 
joint: my heart is like wax . . . my 
strength is dried up like a pot- 
sherd. . . . I may tell all my bones” 
(Psalm 22:14-17). .This is going doivn 
into the deep, dark river and being 
plunged beneath its icy-cold waters. 

Baptism is said to be a burial: 
“Buried with him in baptism” (Colos- 
sians 2:12). To bury a man one must 
cover him completely; similarly to 
bury a man in baptism he must be 
completely immersed in the waters. 

John the Baptist did not practice 
sprinkling. He baptized “in Aenon 
near to Salim, .because there was 
much water there” (John 3:23). 

THERE ARE conditions for receiving 
this ordinance. 

Peter, on the Day of Pentecost, said 
to those whose cotisciences had been 
awakened: “Repent, and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus 

Christ for the remission of sins. . . .” 
Repentance must come before bap- 
tism. 

When the eunuch desired baptism, 
Philip said, “If thou believest with all 
thine heart, thou mayest” (Acts 
8:36, 37). No one is a fit candidate for . 
water baptism who has not repented 
and believed in Christ as Saviour. 
These alone may be baptized. Infant 
baptism cannot be according to the 
Bible, since only those.who can exer- 
cise their free choice and repent and 
believe the gospel may receive this 
ordinance. 

BAPTISM is a command. Some think it 
is a matter of indifference whether 
they are baptized or not. But Peter 
said, “Repent, and be baptized.” 
This is not a matter for private opin- 
ion, but a command of God’s Word. 

‘The path of true obedience will lead 
one through the waters of baptism. 
We are saved by repentance and faith 
in the Lord Jesus. 

The blood of Jesus Christ, not the 
waters of baptism, cleanses us from 
all sin (1 John 1:9). But it is necessary 
to obedience. Do you want to obey the 
Lord? Then follow Him by going 
through the waters of baptism. 

Christ is our example. One day 
John the Baptist stood in the river 
Jordan clothed in a rough, camel’s 
hair garment. With bowed head he 
awaited the coming One. When Jesus 
came, he said to Him, “Comest thou 
to me? I have need to be baptized of 
thee.” 

Jesus replied, “Suffer it to. be so 
now: for thus it becometh us to fulfill 
all righteousness” (Matthew 3:15). .If 
this ordinance is not obeyed, we fall 
short of righteousness! 

Why did Christ need to be bap- 
tized? Because “he also suffered for 
us, leaving us an example, that ye 
should follow his steps.” In every 
place of baptism, then, are the 
footsteps of the Master. 

THIS ORDINANCE is the pathway t,o the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. 
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As John buried Jesus beneath the 
waters of Jordan, the voice that spoke 
a universe into being was heard de- 
claring: “This,is my beloved Son, in 
whom I. am well pleased.” The Spirit 
of God, with dovelike radiance, 
anointed Him with power to walk the 
weary path to Calvary. 

Would you be well-pleasing to the 
Father? Would you be anointed with 
power from on high? Listen to Peter’s 
words: “Repent, and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins, and 
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost” (Acts 2:38). 

WHAT IS the significance of water bap- 
tism? It is taking upon oneself before 
all the world the name of Christ. It 
signifies that the one baptized has 
turned his back upon his old sins and 
old way of life. 

Christian, you too can testify in this 
way to the grace you have received 
through Christ. Will you do it? 

Baptism is an outward sign of what 
has already taken place inwardly. The 
believer in Christ can say, “He was 
wounded for my transgressions, he 
was bruised for my iniquities; the 
chastisement of my peace was upon 
him” (Isaiah 53:5). He realizes that 
since Christ died for him, then he is 
dead-the just judgment of the Law 
has been meted out. The Law reckons 
him. to be dead, his Saviour having 
paid the penalty of the Law in his 
stead. 

As the candidate for baptism goes 
down into the water and is immersed 
by the officiating minister, he is tes- 
tifying that he has already gone down 
into death with Christ and has appro- 
priated by faith the forgiveness which 
that death obtained. 

But Christ did not remain in the 
tomb. On the third day He arose. 
Christ came forth in the power of res- 
urrection glory and endless life. The 
Bible says: “Therefore we are buried 
with him by baptism into death: that 
like as Christ was raised up from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, even 
so we also should walk in newness of 
life” (Romans 6:4). The same power 
which stirred that lifeless body in 
Joseph’s tomb and raised Him from 
the dead is available for the child of 
God today to enable him to walk in 
newness of life. 

As the baptismal candidate is im- 
mersed in the waters of baptism, sig- 
nifying his death with Christ, so is he 
raised again, testifying that he has 
been raised to newness of life with 
Christ Jesus. 

-EliIn Evangel (England) 

9 0 0 0 at special rates!! 
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and save money with our special Christmas rates: Just $6.75 for the 
first l-year subscription, and $6.25 for each additional l-year sub- 
scription to U.S. addresses. And it isn’t just a one-time gift. For 52 
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your love and concern. And 52 times during the year the Evangel will 
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TEACHING 
FOR MATURITY 

(WRITINGS OF PAUL) 

Suntlay School Lesson for November 12, 1978 
GALATIANS 5: 16-26; EPHESIANS 4: 11-16 

By J. BASHFORD BISHOP/Southeastern College 
Assistant Professor of Bible and Religion 

11 . . t IS impossible to estimate theimportance to the Christian 
, of the 13 letters written by the apostle,Paul. The Gospels 
tell us thefacts concerning the crucifixion and resurrection 
of Christ. Paul’s letters interpret those facts and relate 
them to everyday life. 

The Epistles explain the nature and mission of the 
Church which is declared to be Christ’s body. They 
describe the privileges, duties, and responsibilities of the 
ministry of the church. They set forth the ministry of the 
Holy Spirit in the individual life of the believer and in the 
life of the church corporately. Today’s lesson texts deal 
with this latter theme. 

SPIRITUAL MATURITY AND THE BELIEVER 
(Galatians 5:16-26) 

All spiritual growth is effected by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 

1. The Holy Spirit directs our walk (v. 16). “Walk in the 
1 Spirit,” that is, “Live your daily life directed and 

STILL RIDING A HOBBY HORSE 

I HAVE FED YOU WITH 
MILK, AND NOT WITH MEAT: 
FOR nmmo YE WERE 
NOT ABLE -T-O DEAR 17, 
NEITHER YE?- NOW ARE 
YE ABLE. I cm. 3:~ 

empowered by the Holy Spirit who resides within you,” and 
you will not carry out the desires and cravings of the carnal 
nature, promised Paul. Here is the simple but powerful 
secret of victorious living-living in obedience to the 
promptings of the Spirit.’ 

2. The Holy Spirit opposes the flesh (vv. 17, 18). The 
Christian’s conflict is between two forces-the “flesh,” 
that is, the natural, carnal; and the “Spirit,” who indwells 
the believer. While the “fleshlusts against” the Spirit, it is 
equally true that the “Spirit lusts against the flesh.” The 
desires of the Spirit are far more powerful than the desires 
ofthe flesh, ifwe will yield to the Spirit. “Greater is he that 
is in you, than he that is in the world” (1 John 4:4). 

3. The Holy Spirit releases usyrom the works of the flesh 
(v. 18). We are not victimized and in bondage to the sinful 
and selfish activities which emanate from the old nature. 
Paul proceeded to list some ofthe activities. The first four, 
beginning with adultery, are classified as lust or unlawful 
sexual conduct. Items 5 and 6 constitute idolatry; 7-15, 
contentiousness;. and 16, 17, intemperance. Note that such 
things as hatred, wrath, and envying are classified with 
adultery and murder! Those who practice these things 
“shall not inherit the kingdom of God” (v. 21). 

4. The Holy Spirit producesfruit in the life of the believer 
(vv. 22, 23): “love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance.” What a contrast 
between thisfruit and thoseworks. This fruitgrows; it is the 
fruit “of the Spirit.” It is not the product of the Christian’s 
self-effort, but of the Spirit in response to the believer’s 
faith, obedience, and yieldedness to Him. 

5: The Spirit sustains our spiritual life (v. 25). Paul’s 
words may be paraphrased as follows: ‘<Since we were born 
into Cod’s family by the power of the Spirit [John 3:5-8; 
Titus 3:5], and since it is the Holy Spirit who sustains our 
life [‘It is the Spirit who gives life,‘John 6:63, NASB], then 
let us continue to live our daily lives in obedience to the 
Spirit’s guidance and in dependence upon the Spirit’s 
power.” 

SPIRITUAL MATURITY AND THE CHURCH 
(Ephesians 4: 1 l-1 6) 

No believer can mature spiritually apart from the church 
collectively. Again,, the church’s maturity depends on the 
degree of its members’ maturity. Cod has made ample, 
provision for both. (See 1 Corinthians 12:12-31.) 

To assist in bringing maturity to the church, Christ has 
given gifts to the, church in the form of 
“apostles . . . prophets . . . evangelists . . . pastors and 
teachers,” etc. (Ephesians 4:ll; 1 Corinthians 12:28). 

Ministries given by Christ to the church and gifts given 
by the Spirit to believers in the church are given for a divine 
purpose-to complete Cod’s plan. Verses 12 and 13, 
expressing this objective, are well paraphrased by F. F. 
Bruce, in The Letters of Paul (Eerdmans): 

“He has given them (apostles, prophets, etc.) in order to 
equip the people of God for their various forms of service, 
SO that the body of Christ may be built up to the point where 
all of us together, in the unity of our faith and our 
knowledge .of the Son of God, reach the maturity of full- 
grown manhood, the stature that befits the body which is 
the complement of Christ himself.” 4 
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COUNT THE KNOTS 
ON Y0U.R PIECE OF STRING 
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T he diagnosis was final. The elderly 
lady’s illness was terminal. In a few 
lays her struggle to live would quietly 
2nd. 

However, the nursing staff in the 
hospital noticed that the dying patient 
Spent long periods of the day perform- 
ing a peculiar ritual: she would con- 
tinually run her fingers feverishly 
along a knotted piece of string. 

Perplexed, some of the nurses con- 
zluded it was merely an indication cof 
jenility. Then someone sat down at 
the old woman’s bedside and asked 
shout this strange rodtine. 

A smile flitted across the patient’s 
kindly face. 

“Oh, this string is just about the 
dearest thing to me,” she explained. 
“My grandmother taught me when I 
was a little girl to get a new string on 
each birthday: antf when something 
good happens. when God smiles on 
your life and a nice thing happens. 
you tie a knot on your string. Then 
when the days are dark and lonely, 
when despair is very real. you get out 
your string and remember the good 
times. Then the pain isn’t so bad.” 

The knotted string was her way of 
recalling the blessings of the past. and 
reminding her to be thankful. even in 
the midst of intense suffering. 

David said: “It is a good thing to 
give thanks unto the Lord” (Psalm 
92:l). In the context of this lady’s ex- 
perience it could be translated, “It is 
a good, thing.to count the knots on your 
piece of string. .. 

Have you tried it recently? Robert 
Louis Stevenson observe,d that “the 
man who forgets to be grateful has 
faallen asleep in life.” 

A Christian farmer went to a large 
city to conduct a business deal. and at 
noon entered a restaurant for lunch. 
The waitress seated him at a table 
near a group of young men. When the 
food was placed before him. he bowed 
his head and silently gave thanks. 

The young fellows found this highly 
amusing, and one of them called out: 
“Hey, Mister, does everyone do that 
where you live?” 

The farmer looked up from his 
plate, stared at the cynical youth, and 
replied: “No, son; the pigs don’t.” 
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There should be some difference 
between the pew and the pen! 

Paul indicated that thankfulness 
should be one of the qualities that 
characterize any child of God. He 
exhorted: “Giving thanks always for 
all things unto God and the Father in 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ” 
(Ephesians 5:2(l). 

In retrospect, what are the specific 
things for which you can thank Cod’? 

God’s patience might be a good 
place to start! Hasn’t the Lord been 
merciful toward each of us, in spite of 
our inconsistencies and failures’? 
Haven’t we discovered again and 
again that God is ever ready to restore 
and to forgive? Our experience has 
been identical with that of the Psahn- 
ist who said: “Like as a father 
pitieth his children, so the Lord 
pitieth them that. fear him. For he 
knoweth our frame: he remembereth 
that we are dust” (Psalm 103:13, 14). 

Then there is God’s provision. .4 
wise and experienced man said: “I 
have been young, and now am old; yet 
have I not seen the righteous forsak- 
en, nor his seed begging bread” 

READING THE WORD IN THE 
ORDER OF ITS EVENTS 

Novepber 5-l 1 
0 5. 1 Corinthians 15 
q 6. I Corinthians 16 
0 7. 2 Corinthians l-7 
0 8. 2 CtJrinthians 8, 9 
0 9. 2 Corinthians lo-13 
0 IO. Acts 18:12 to 2O:I 
0 11. Ephesians l-3 

“For by grace are ye saved through 
faith; clntl thnt not of yourselves: it is 
the gift of God; not of ~uork.s, lest any 
man should boost” (Ephesinns 
2:8, 9). 

By SAMUEL M. BUICK 

(Psalm 37:25). The food upon the ta- 
ble. the clothes in the closet, the roof 
to keep out the storm-are not all of 
these keen reminders of the goodness 
of the Almighty? 

And we must not overlook God’s 
protection:All of us, in looking back. 
must confess that God has over- 
shadowed us with His wonderful care. 
Where would we be were it not for the 
protective hand of God outstretched 
upon our lives, shielding us from 
danger, strengthening us in the hour 
of tragedy,? 

One day Thomas Edison’s labora- 
tory was gutted with fire, resulting in 
many valuable and unfinished experi- 
ments being totally destroyed. .4fter 
the fire Edison was walking forlornly 
through the water-drenched rubble 
when his eyes fell upon a little paper 
package tied tightly together with 
string. It was fire-scarred and wa- 
ter-soaked, but it was not burned. 

The inventor opened it very 
carefully and found inside a picture of 
hi’mself. Except for scorch marks 
around the edge, the photograph was 
intact. Edison examined it thought- 
fully for a moment; then reaching 
down he picked up a piece of charcoal 
from the floor and wrote across the 
picture, “It didn’t touch me.” 

Thank God that while many of us ’ 
have been called upon to go through 
the fire, it didn’t touch us! 

But even in the complex situations 
of life, we can still find cause to thank 
God. 

Matthew Henry, the noted English 
preacher, was traveling by horseback 
on his preaching circuit when.he was 
held up and robbed. That night he 
recorded the incident in his journal, 

- and concluded with a pertinent 
prayer: “I thank Thee first because I 
was never robbed before; second, be- 
cause although they took my purse, 
they did not take my life; third, al- 
though they took my all, it was not 
much; and fourth, because it was I 
who was robbed and not I who 
robbed.” 

As we pause to count the knots on 
our piece of string, God grant us to say 
with Dag Hammarskjold: ‘<For all that 
has been-thanks! To all that shall 
be-yes!” & 



RECORDS BROKEN AT CONFERENCE OF CANADIAN PENTECOSTALS 
CALGARY. ALBERT,4-Sev- House, western Canada, and around the education of chil- 
era1 past records were broken at Gordon R. Upton, eastern dren. with Christian day schools 
the 31sl Biennial General Con- Canada. being advocated by many per- 
ference of the Pentecostal As- Five other officers were also sons as an alternative to the pub- 
scmblies of Canada held here in reelected to their posts, as fol- lit school system; and the ordi- 
,August. There were 812 dele- lows: Charles Yates. general nation of women was debated 
gates and visitors registered, 200 skcretary; A. Craydon Kichards, pro and con. 
more than at the conference 2 general treasurer; C. W. Lynn. A nationwide offering of 
years ago. director of overseas missions; S. $482,112 was given for world 

The conference celebrated D. Feltmate, director of Chris- missions on Conference Sunday. 
the diamond anniversary of the tian education and youth; R. M. This exceeded the $350,000 goal 
denomin8tion. It was in 1918 the Argue, director of home mis- and surpassed the total of the 
Pentecostal assemblies across sions and Bible colleges. previous conference. Of the 860 
Canada organized under a fed- For the first time in PAOC”s PAOC churches across the na- 
eral charter. ho-year history, overseas tion, over 75 percent phoned in 

-Robert W. Taitinger was re- churches sent a large delegation their offering reports which 
turned to office, as general of leaders. Nine overseas coun- were flashed on a giant screen. 
superintendent. .4ssistant tries were represented. The 1980 General Conference 
superintendents are J. I\I. Lively discussion centered will be in Hamilton, Ontario. 

East German Prqtestan@ allowed some broadcasts 
EAST BERLIN-For the first permitted Bishop Albrecht 
tilne since the Soviet takeover in Schonherr to address the nation 
1945’. the eight regional Evangel- from East Berlin on Good Friday. 
ical Churches in East Germany A service on Pentecost Eve 
will he -allowed to broadcast featuring the famed choir from 
Christmas and other major re- Dresden’s Church of the Cross 
ligious holiday programs over a and a sermon by Bishop Johan- 
nationwide hookup. nes Hempel also was broadcast. 

The announcement followed a The reversal of attitude by an 
breakthrough earlier this year atheistic government after three 
when the Communist regime decades of militant suppression 

A IG youth in Maryland witness at fair 
The youth of First Assembly, Elkton, /&Id., prepared and manned a 

witnessing booth at the Cecil County Fair this past summer. The 
“Hu,rtingP God Cares” theme wus used. Each person who stoppedtius 
given rr “Hurting? Gocl Cares” tract andhad opportunity to watch an 
utdio visual presentation of th,e church’s programs and of the plan of 
snlvation, reports Pastor Paul Walters. 

was seen as the result of a meet- 
ing of Evangelical Church lead- 
ers with Party Chief Erich Hon- 
ecker in March. He promised 
them access to a nationwide 
channel on major religious holi- 
days and special occasions. 

It is considered a gesture of 
appreciation for the present 
stance of cooperation by the 
churches. 

bible translation 
to be prepared 
for Eskimos 
in northern Canada 
TORONTO, ONTARIO-The 
Canadian Bible Society and the 
Anglican diocese of the Arctic 
are joining forces in providing a 
contemporary Bible translation 
for Canada’s 17,500 Eskimos. 

Ninety-five percent of the Es- 
kimos in the northern areas of 
the country can both read and 
write in their own language. The 
century-old translation now in 
use is “much further removed 
from the speech of the people 
than Shakespeare’s language is 
from present day English,” said 
Dr. Eugene Nida, United Bible 
Societies’ consultant on the 
project. 

Spearheading the translation 
are four Anglican Eskimo cler- 
gymen. Plans are to complete 
the translation within 2 years. 

At least 85 percent of 
Canada’s Eskimos are Angli- 
cans’ about I1 percent are 
Cath&ics; and the remainder are 
Pentecostals or independents, 
reports the EP /Vems Service. 

GROUPOFLONDON MEDICS REVOLTING 
AGAINST ABORTION INVOLVEMENT 
LONDON-Some’ medics here 
are revolting against the 
wholesale slaughter of infants by 
abortion, according to a report in 
theCapitu1 Voice. “We are noth- 
ing less than murderers,” said 
David Gilson, assistant surgeon 
at a London clinic. 

The surgeon related that he, 
with other doctors, in a year had 
aborted more than 2,000 babies 

Only one was dead. Several 
cried aloud.” 

Dr. Gilson told of women who 
became hysterical in the operat- 
ing room, demanding their chil- 
dren back after it was too late. 
One woman beat the doctor in 
the chest with her clenched fist 
and called him a murderer. Dr. 
Gilson said women who have had 
their children thus killed will 

in a highly developed condition. have the memory “haunt them to 
The majority of them could have their dying days.” 
lived with proper care, he said. Some workers in the hospitals 

“Personally I aborted nine and clinics here have decided 
babies in one week. Six of these they will no longer throw a fetus 
were between 5 and 6 months into an incinerator as they have 
and were human personalities. been doing since the abortion 
Some of them were breathing. law took effect. 
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TEXASYOUTH NAMED 

SPKINGFIELI), MO.-For the 
first time in its history? the Royal 
Kangers program has selectetl a 
national Rt)ynl Ranger of the 
Year. 

During tlie recent national 
~:ariiporama at Farragut State 
Park in ldaho. the national Royal 
K angers. Executive Committee 

ROYAL RANGER OFTHEYEAR 
interviewtxl 14 top Royal Rang- 
ers to snake this selection. Each 
can!lidate had alreatly Ibeen 
selected as tlistridt Ranger oft he 
Year. 

Each boy was graded on his 
attitude and responses to a se- 
ries of selected cluestions. 

l’ony Long, age 15, of the 
South Texas District’. was 
selected as national Karlger ‘of 
the Year. He was presented witli 
a large trophy and a crisp $100 
bill. 

Hc will.sit as a vtbting 777eniber 
of the National Couiicil for the 
ctiniing vear. 

7’onv joined Royal Rangers as 
a Pioneer at agt: 8. He earned his 
Coltl Medal of :\chievcment (the 
top award in Royal Rangers) iii 
1977. 

111 1977 he was selec:ted iis the 
Soul h Texas District Ranger of 

the Year, and in 1970 he rvas 
chosen as regional Ra7rger of the 
Year for the south central re- 
gion. He has attended Junior 
Leaclership Training Camp 
(JLI’C) and Junior Leadership 
Training Trail (JLTT). He ;1s;) 
hOldS LOt h the Gol(l and Silver 
lh7ffalo hwards. He has assisted 
in starting other Royal Rangers 
out posts in his area. 

‘l‘ony niatle his decision fol 
Christ at a Royal Rangers coun- 
cil lire, and has an ~~utstanding 
Christian testimon\. He stated, 
.‘I have grown stronger in ever! 
area of ITI? life through the Roy-al 
Rangers program. I hope to help 
other boys to tlo the same. I pra) 
that other boys will let C;od move 
in their lives as He has i77 mine.” 

Tony is a member of Outpost 
23 at the First -\ssem~)ly of C;od 
in Netlerlantl. Tcs. 

RUTH CARTER RECEIVES AWARD FOR PUBLIC SERVICE 
SPRIN(;FIELD. MO.-Re- 
cently Mrs. Ruth Carter re- 
ceived the Attorney General’s 
b\wartl for Public Service in rec- 
og77ition of her work at the Me&- 
cal Center for Federal Prisoners 
located here. 

Dr. I’. J. Ciccone, director ol 
the Metlicd Center. Inxsentetl 

the regional award II) Mrs. 
Carter on behalf of i\ttorney 
General Griffin Bell. nlc pre- 
sentation was made at a chapel 
service cluri7lgPrison Fellowship 
Week. 

l’rotestant Chaplain Niles H. 
Behrens at the Medical Center 
said. “This is the first time in the 

-c 6 PENTECOST 
AROUND THE WORLD ?’ 

NEIVFOUNI~LAIVI~-“P~~~~~~~~ in the .Lnst 1Ic1y.s” 7tim the 
theme of the 36th General Conference ofthe Pen tecost(7l Assem- 
blies here, hosted by First Pentecostal Church nntl Per7tecostol 
Ttrbernncle, both of Corr7er Brook. ,4t the orrlintrtior7 service, 25 
were set clpclrtf(,rjlll-tinle ministry-16 rner7 ontl9 7uomen. A. S. 
Hnr.sey wns reelectetl genernl superintenderr t. 

US,4 So n7e 2.5,000 flelegntes ntten(le(l the 7th International 
Lrrthernn Corifkrence on the Holy Spirit in Minnecrpolis, 
Min n . ) in Angnst. In ncltlition to Bible studies nntl e7jenir7g 
rnllies, n number of ruorh-shops were contlncted, including some 
.for specinlizetl grorcps .snch ns doctors, nurses, n nd others in 
medicine. 

E!VGLA!VD-A 7ueek’s crnsntle in Rirmingham with Arrgbicnn 
clergyman Trevor Dewii7g ns speaker was jointly sponsored b> 
the El im nnrl Assemblies of GorlfelJowships. Forty PentecostnL 
minister.s.fron7 the IWO groups n7et regudnrly in prepnratiur7for 
meetings. Ketlemptic,n’Tidirlgs reportetl that over 400 people 
7c;ere counseled during the week. Many sick were touched, a17d 
“it was not possible to cnlcdete how nrnr7y received their per- 
sonc1l Pentecost during the meetir7gs.” 

USA-Kellivaltin7e’s annncil Worltl Prmyermeeting is scheduled 
jbr .S71rrrln~, November 19. Over I,600 prayer groups con7poserl 
of more thun 90,000 people worltlwitle are expected to pnrtici- 
pnt,e in tding some 100,tW pwyer requests to the Lord. 

history of the U.S. Medical Cen- 
ter that such a71 award has been 
granted to a volunteer froril the 
community.” 

Mrs. Carter has been visiting 
the Medical Center several 
times a week-spending a 
number of hours each tinie- 

si rice her husband, Howard 
Carter, passed away in lY71. 
(Her first husband was the late 
Wesley Steelberg. a geileral 
supeyintendent of the !\sseni- 
lilies of Gd.) 

Mrs. Carter’s vohinteer ser- 
vice has given her opportunity to 
win many inmates to the Lord. 
Working closely witt7 the I’rot- 
estant chaplain, “Mom” Carter 
visits the hospital twice each 
Sunday-for morning chapel 
and evening services-and again 
on Monday night for Bible stl7cly: 
then Tuesday for 7 a.m. “prayer 
coffee” service. ad :I'hursda~ 

night for Yokefellow discussion 
groups. In addition. she goes 
each Tuesday afternoon for per- 
sonal visitation when she is al- 
lowed to iiiove freely through the 
wards on three floors. 

Her influence and ministry to 
the men reaches thrcmghout the 
U.S. The Medical Center in 
Springfieltl houses around 1.000 
men, but over 4,000 pass 
through its gates each year since 
those needing medical attention 
come from prisons all over the 
country. hlen whose lives arc 
changecl by the gospel take their 
testimony with them when they 
return IO their base prisons. 

Photo by Dana Bodnar 

Part of the beauty of 
Christmas is in its rainbow of 
colors. And in that spirit, the 
Christmas Edition of the 
Pentecostal Evangel is in 
beautiful full color. But 
there’s much 
more-Christ-honoring 
articles and features that 
present the true spirit of the 
season. You’ll want to order 
extra copies for church 
visitation work, to give to 
visitors who attend your 
services in December, to use 
in personal witnessing-r as 
extra-special Christmas 
cards. Ready’ for shipment 
November 15. 

__------------ 
PENTECOSTAL EVANGEL 
1445 Eoonvllls 
SprIngfield, MO. 65802 

Please send __ copies of the Christ- 
mas Edition of the Evangel (number 
3369): 

0 Enclosed is $ 

g Please bill acct no.’ 

jend to 

4ddress 

3ty 

1 State Zip _____ 

( 'RATES. lo-99 copies, 13( each. 100-499. 12@ 
each; 500-up, 111/z@ each Addle percopy for 
ordersshippedoutsade the USA.Churchorders 
may be bllled. Please mclude payment with per- 
sonal orders Thank you. 
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Fear, faith, and migraines 
continued from page 16 

moment those ‘Christians prayed for 
my healing. He used a gradual pro- 
cess, because that’s what was needed 
in my particular affliction. I had to be 
released from patterns of reaction to 
stress by learning to trust in the Lord 
day by day, hour by hour. For the 
opposite of fear (and that’s what really 
caused my headaches) is faith. God 
taught me a new way of life, living by 
faith. 

My headaches had started when I 
was a child growing up in a difficult 
situation. My father was an alcoholic; 
my older sisters were quite unruly. I 
found living with them was very dis- 
turbing. The headaches resulted from 
things that happened to me and from 
my reaction to those things. So 
whenever anything caused me stress, 
I’d get a migraine headache. 

But now I had the Lord in my life. I 
began to meet stressful situations 
with faith. The migraine attacks 
started clearing up. 

At times when I took my eyes off 
the *Lord and fell back into my old 
thought patterns, I’d get a .migraine. 
attack. Occasionally I still get one. 
But praise the Lord, the frequent mi- 
graines are a thing of the past! 

Certainly I believe the Lord has 
given us doctors to help us; my own 
dear husband is a doctor. But what 
medical science couldn’t do for me, 
the’lord has done. 

After I began my new life with the 
Lord, prayers began to be answered 
immediately. Family relationships 
were healed. My husband and I be- 
came one in the Spirit, and our mar- 
riage became more beautiful. Christ 
has become the center of our home 
and of ‘our conversation. 

One particular prayer that was an- 
swered was that my sister Peggy 
came to know Christ also. How glad I 
am that I receiyed Him when I did and 
was able to witness to her and pray for 
her! For she became a Christian just 
in time. She went home to be with the 
Lord 7 months later. 

Minnie G&n 

Pain and stiffness depart 
in answer to prayer 
-MORE THAN 10 years ago I began de- 
veloping arthritis which gave me a lot 
of pain and stiffness in my joints.‘It 
was hard to bend. The doctor gave me 
pills to take four times a day to relieve 
the pain. 

During a crusade conducted by 
Evangelist William Caldwell at the 
high school, God told me to take His 
Word and believe it, and I did. 

When Brother Caldwell gave an in- 
vitation, I went forward for prayer. I 
could not go up the stairs to the plat- 
form because there was no railing to 
hold onto so a man took me by the arm 
and helped me up. 

After I was prayed for, I could bend 
and go up and down the stairs by my- 
self. I was so happy that God had 
healed me, I went up and down the 
stairs twice after that. 

I received my healing last October 
and, praise God, I am still going up 
and down stairs without help. And I 
don’t take the pills anymore.--Mi,nnie 
Griffin, South Glen Falls, N.Y. 

(Endorsed by Pastor Lawrence K. 
Larson, Gospel Lighthouse Church, 
Hudson Falls, N.Y.) 

Nurse’s heart condition 
healed 
IN JUNE 1977 I began to have chest 
pains radiating upwards into my neck 
and jaws. I was weak, and my arms 
felt heavy. I had to rest often during 
my day’s work. 

The doctor diagnosed it as is- 
chemia, meaning that an insufficient 
amount of blood was flowing into 
some areas of the heart due to an 
obstruction. 

After’the bicycle stress test showed 
positive, the doctor advised me to go 
to a cardiologist for heart catheteriza- 

tion. He gave me medicine which 
usually brought relief. 

Then on July 22, while I was return- 
ing home from Florida, the chest pain 
developed, and the medicine did not 
relieve it. I was frightened. Because I 
am a nurse and I work in the intensive 
care unit, I knew that chest pain unre- 
lieved by nitroglycerin could mean 
more heart damage. 

I did not sleep well that night. The 
chest pains returned early in the 
morning. I went back to the hospital 
and had another electrocardiogram. 
This showed a little more damage to 
the heart. Again I was advised to have 
a catheterization soon. 

That evening at church Evangelist 
William Caldwell and other ministers 
prayed for me. As they prayed I felt 
something move in my chest. The 
pain left instantly. I went home and 
washed and dried clothes. I felt better 
than I had in over a month. 

That was in July 1977, and I am still 
healed.-Edith Meek, Camden, Ark. 

(Endorsed by Pastor Carl L. Til- 
lery, First Assembly, Camden, Ark.) 

Headache is gone 
FOR ABOUT 30 YEARS I suffered 
with severe pain over my right eye, 
which caused vomiting. 

On August 16, 1977, Evangelist 
Ken Krivohlavek was holding services 
in our town. He said that God wanted 
to heal someone with a headache over 
the right eye. 

When he laid hands on me and 
prayed, I just knew I was healed. 

All of the following week I was up 
until almost midnight every night. 
Then on Saturday I went on a trip. 
Usually loss of sleep or, a long trip 
would give me a headache, but I 
didn’t have any. It’s wonderful not to 
have to take aspirins. 

Through this experience I have 
learned that God loves us and wants 
us to live an abundant life in Him.- 
Fauna Liter, Madison, Ind. 

(Endorsed by Pastor Harry E. 
Turner, First Assembly, Madison, 
Ind.) 
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Editorially speakinq. . . . 

LOVE THRQWS A VEIL OVER COUNTLESS SINS , . 
The Livingiible has be& a means of 
great blessing to millions of people. 
The young especially enjoy its up-to- 
date, down-to-earth language. 

But in reading it they need to re- 
member that although it is called a 
Bible, it really,isn’t-not in the strict- 
est sense. It’s only a paraphrase, and 
can’t be placed on the same level as 
authentic translations such as the Au- 
thorized (King James), American 
Standard, New American Standard, 
or New International Versions. 

The wording of The Living Bible 
may be biased by personal interpreta- 
tion in some places. One such verse is 
1 Peter 4:8 where the. Scripture is 
paraphrased as follows: 

“Most important of all, continue to 
show deep love for each other, for love 
makes up for many of your faillts.” 

By inserting your, the author may 
simply be using the word in a corpo- 
rate sense but it seems to encourage 
the all-too-prevalent idea that how a 
person lives does not make a lot of 
difference, as long as he loves. Such 
an idea, of course, is contrary to the 
Scriptures that clearly teach us to 0 
confess our faults and to overcome 
them. 

What 1 Peter 4:8 does tell us is that 
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if we have fervent love one toward 
another, we shall not see the faults of 
others. Our love will cover them. For 
love never accuses; it always defends. 

The Twentieth Century New T&n- 
ment puts it this way: “Above all, love 
one another fervently, for love throws 
a veil over countless sins.” 

A new convert was deeply hurt by 
the action of another Christian. He 
felt if he could only tell others how 
cruelly he had been stabbed, it would 
relieve some of the pain. 

But the Holy Spirit whispered, 
“Love covers,” and he could not’even 
tell his wife. 

He talked to the Lord about ‘it. 
“Father,” he said, “may I not even 
tell You about it?” 

Very tenderly the Lord replied, 
“Ldve covers.” 

With that the matter left his mind. 
For weeks the thought of how he had 
been mistreated never returned. I? 
fact, the Lord obliterated it so 
thoroughly he could not remember 
who or what had caused him the pain. 

Years later while tossing sleep- 
lessly on his bed one night, the mem- 
ory of the incident came back. He 
cried out, “Lord, help me to forget.” 
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Immediately he had a mental pic- 
ture. In his mind he saw himself dig- 
ging a grave. After he had dug very 
deep, he sorrowfully lowered into the 
excavation the thing that had 
wounded him. Then he shoveled the 
dirt back in the hole and laid the green 
sods over it. 

All this took place in his mind. He 
covered the grave with white roses 
and walked away. With that he fell 
asleep. 

More years went by. and there 
came into his life another heartache. 
He tried desperately to forgive and 
forget, but couldn’t. When he talked 
to the Lord about it, Cod enabled him 
to dig another grave. Mentally he 
opened a casket and put into it the 
situation that was troubling him. He 
closed the lid, lowered the casket, 
and covered it with dirt. 

Then in his mind he saw springing 
up from each corner of the grave a 
little evergreen tree. 

Love covers. Sometimes it takes 
real effort to bury the past, but with 
Cod’s help we can do it, and from the 
grave of our grief there will arise new 
life-the life that springs from the in- 
dwelling love of God. 

4.c.c. 

WE BELIEVE. . . 
. the Bible is the inspired and only infallible 

and authoritative written Word of God. 
there is one God, eternally existent ii 

thk persons: God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Ghost. 

in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, in 
Hii iirgin birth, in His sinless life, in His 
miracles, in His vicarious and atoning death, 
in His bodily resurrection, in His ascension 
to the right hand of the Father, in His per- 
sonal future return to this earth in power and 
glory to rule a thousand years. 

. in the Blessed Hope-the rapture of the 
Church at Christ’s coming. 

the only means of being cleansed from 
sin’& through repentance and faith in the 
precious blood of Christ. 

regeneration by the Holy Spirit is ab- 
solutely essential for personal salvation. 

the redemptive work of Christ on the 
cross provides healing of the human body in 
answer to believing prayer. 

. . . the baptism in the Holy Spirit, accord- 
ing to Acts 2:4, is given to believers who ask 
for it. 

in the sanctifying power of the Holy 
S&it by whose indwelling the Christian is 
enabled to live a holy life. 

. . . in the resurrection of both the saved 
and the lost, the one to everlasting life and 
the other to everlasting damnation. 
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cares for the sparrows,” she said. 
“God even knows how many hairs are 
on your head. He is concerned about 
an ache you may have in your little 
toe!” 

“Do you really think He cares about 
my migraine headaches?” I asked. 
“Do ybu think He might even heal 

*them in answer’ to prayer‘?” 
She nodded:“1 certainly do,” she 

said, “but you have to really trust 
Him. Look, why don’t you come to a 
home prayer meeting with me tomor- 
row? We pray for anyone who has a 
physical problem. We’ll pray for 
you.‘T 

“All right,” i agreed. .Rpsie had 
caught my interest. Wouldn’t it be 
wonderful if God would heal me as He 
had her? And wouldn’t it be wonder- 
ful if I could have the faith, peace, and 
joy ‘she seemed to have! 

I went to that meeting.fully expect- 
ing to be healed. The Christians laid 
hands on me and prayed. In my heart 
I knew God had done something for 
me. 

Right after the); prayed for me, I 
turned my life over to the Lord. For 
when I heard that Jesus loved me, 
that He had died for my sins, and that 
He would come to live in me if I truly 
received Him, the Holy Spirit con- 
vinced me it was the truth. 

At another prayer meeting a woman 
who was praying for me had ‘me con- 
fess openly my faith in the Lord Jesus. 
After I did that, Christ became very 
real to me. 

God started working in me from the 
cmtinued 011 page 14 
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FEAR, FAITH, AND M IGRAINES 
B ob, this migraine is killing me!” I 
exclaimed to my husband. “You’re a 
doctor. Isn’t there something else that 
can help me?” 

“I’m sorry, honey,” he answered. 
“We’ve tried everything I can think 
of. I know even the drugs don’t help 
much. I guess you’ll just have to learn 
to live witLit.” 

“Learn to live with it!” I cried. “I’m 
tired of these headache’s, and 
stomachaches, nausea, and vomit- 
ing!” 

My headaches began when.1 was a 
ytiung girl. Now 1 was a married wom- 
an, with a son and a daughter. Still, 
every time I encountered a stressful 
situation, it seemed a little voice 
would say, “You are going to get a 
headache; you are goingio get sick.” I 
knew what was coming, and that only 
served to increase my tension. 

Deep inside I also knew it must be 
possible to have a closer relationship 
to God than I had. There was a longing 
in my heart to know Him, really know 

Him. Oh, when I was 12, I had made a 
“decision for Christ.” But. it hadn’t ’ 
been a genuine commitment. 

About 5 years ago when I was 29, 
God started sending people across my 
path. They had something I didn’t 
have; Then I began taking art lessons, 
and 1 met a German girl named Rosie. 
She had a warmth about her, a joy, 
peace, and faith I wanted. What is it Y. 
1 wondered. What is itP 

One day Rosie told me how :he 
Lord had healed her back after an 
accident. 

“Oh, I have been so sick with mi- 
graine hehdaches for so long,” 1 said. 
“I’ve prayed for God to help me, but 
‘nothing has ever happened.’ I’ve 
about decided that God is more con- 
cerned about people who are in 
greater physical distress than I am.” 

“Sue, the.Bible says that God ‘even 

By SUE EUBANKS 
as told to MURIEL LARSON 
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