Challenge center has already begun
training its students to be urban
commanders. Royal Rangers leader-
ship training is offered to all stu-
dents at the center. Also the center is
working with a local outpost to pro-
vide Royal Rangers programs in
three independent urban programs
that had offered their facilities.

¢ New York, New York: In 1993
an African-American commander in
Harlem completed
Rangers Leadership Training Course
and National Training Camp, then
established a new outpost with 45
boys. A local church member raised
the funds to outfit each boy and
commander in the Royal Rangers
uniform.

¢ Dallas, Texas: An urban church
in Dallas is holding Royal Rangers
meetings in a government housing
project, which was provided by that
local government. Some 40 boys are

coming to weekly meetings and are ~/'

being taught about Jesus Christ, the
Master Ranger. The boys then are
. being integrated into the local urban
church’s outpost for further disciple-
ship. The South Central Region
Royal Rangers leaders are raising
funds to assist that and other urban
outposts.

Thomas Wilson, pastor of Qak
Cliff Assembly of God in Dallas,
reported that a local boys program
was unable to continue due to lack
of leaders and had asked the pastor
for assistance. With that request
some 160 urban boys were taken
into that local assembly’s outpost.

* Phoenix, Arizona: Regional lead-
ers here worked locally to establish a
Royal Rangers outpost this summer
in a neighbor’s backyard, which
served as a neutral zone between
two major gangs. When canvassing
nearby neighborhoods to invite
boys, the commanders quickly
recruited over 70 boys. The objective
of the commanders was to first pre-
sent the program, then—after having
gained their confidence—begin
addressing the boys’ spiritual needs.
One commander there says the out-
reach outpost can reach up to 200
boys.

¢ Milwaukee, Wisconsin: One of
the first outreach urban outposts
was established here in a public
school. “Twenty-six boys have been

ministered to through this out-

the Royal /

reach,” reported Brian Schmid, a
local outpost commander and dis-
trict public relations coordinator.
“Almost all these boys have received
Jesus into their hearts. The school
staff has nothing but praise for our
Rangers program.”

In August district commanders of
the Wisconsin—Northern Michigan
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District conducted a Royal Rangers
inner-city powwow near Waupaca.
Inner-city boys from Wisconsin,
Illinois, and Minnesota attended this
first-ever district urban powwow. i

Marshall Bruner-is editor/promotions coordinator
in the Royal Rangers office of the Men’'s Ministries
Department at the Assemblies of God
Headquarters in Springfield, Missouri.
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