" History

Welcome to Mexico! Explore this unique country with
its towering temples and stunning geography. Rich in Science
history belonging to the Maya civilisation, get ready to
be amazed and have your taste buds tantalised! This half-term, children will be focussing on the topic evo-

lution and inheritance, whilst revising over the topics cov-
ered in Year 6. These include classification and adapta-
tion, light, blood and heart, and electricity. In addition,
they will also be extending their investigation skills whilst
carrying out various experiments.

In this topic, the children will explore the ancient Maya civil-
sation, from their impressive architecture to the Maya writing
system and examples of the Maya ‘glyphs’. Children will
delve into their history to find out what happened during the
invasion by the Spanish conquistadores!

In addition, the children will find out about Charles Darwin
and why his work is so important to us today when under-
standing evolution and inheritance.

Geography

This half-term, the children will:

e Use world maps and satellite images to locate Mexico,
identifying which hemisphere it is in and the countries
that surround it.

Locate some of the main cities of the ancient Maya civili-
sation on a map of South America.

Explore the Galapagos — virtually! Use photos, videos,
websites, maps and digital mapping tools to identify the
unique climatic conditions and geological make up of the

Islands.

Use digital conservation maps, websites and books to
identify and list animal species that are at risk of extinc-
tion.

Summarise, in their own words, why they think the Gala-
pagos Islands developed such rich biodiversity.

[ Art/DT

PE

In this topic, the children will:

e Read a range of recipes for traditional and contemporary Mexi-
can fruit drinks and choose one to make.
Find out about the Maya chocolate making process and then
make their own chocolate experimenting with different flavours.

Taste foods enjoyed and in some cases introduced to the world
by the ancient Maya civilisation, including avocado, guacamole,

Children will be developing their athletics and rounders skills
this half-term in preparation for Sports Day!

tortilla, sweet potato, squash, papaya, a Horchata drink (a blend
of milk, sugar, ground almonds and vanilla) and salsa.

Work outdoors to sketch plants, flowers and trees, looking care-
fully to accurately capture their shape, form, pattern and colour.
Use fine ink pens to make detailed drawings in their sketch
books of different types of shells.

Literacy

Children will be reading the novel Journey to the River

Sea by Eva Ibbotson and composing various pieces of
writing. Year 6 children will also create a holiday bro-
chure for Mexico.
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