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Chapter 1: Understanding 

Crypto and Self-Custody Basics

In a world where centralized institutions control our money and dictate our 

financial freedoms, cryptocurrency emerges as a beacon of hope. It's not just 

about digital coins; it's about reclaiming our financial sovereignty. Cryptocurrency 

represents a paradigm shift, a way to break free from the shackles of traditional 

banking systems and government-controlled currencies. Imagine a world where 

you are your own bank, where you don't need permission to access or move your 

money. That's the promise of cryptocurrency.

Cryptocurrency is more than just an investment; it's a tool for financial 

independence. With cryptocurrency, you can send and receive money without 

intermediaries like banks or payment processors. This peer-to-peer system 

empowers individuals, especially those in countries with unstable economies or 

oppressive regimes. It's a lifeline for people who need to protect their wealth from 

government seizure or hyperinflation. Cryptocurrency is decentralized, meaning 

no single entity controls it. This decentralization is crucial because it prevents any 

one group from manipulating the currency for their benefit.
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One of the most significant aspects of cryptocurrency is self-custody. When you 

hold your cryptocurrency in a wallet like MetaMask, you have complete control 

over your funds. Unlike traditional banks, where your money is technically the 

bank's asset, self-custody means you are the sole custodian of your wealth. This 

concept is revolutionary. It shifts the power dynamics from large institutions back 

to the individual. Self-custody also protects you from potential bank failures or 

government overreach, ensuring that your assets remain yours alone.

Cryptocurrency also offers a hedge against the devaluation of fiat currencies. 

Governments around the world are printing money at unprecedented rates, 

leading to inflation and the erosion of purchasing power. Cryptocurrencies like 

Bitcoin have a fixed supply, making them resistant to inflation. This scarcity is a 

built-in feature that protects your wealth from being diluted by endless money 

printing. By investing in cryptocurrency, you are essentially opting out of a system 

designed to transfer wealth from the people to the elite.

Moreover, cryptocurrency fosters financial inclusion. Traditional banking systems 

often exclude people based on geography, socioeconomic status, or lack of 

documentation. Cryptocurrency transcends these barriers. All you need is an 

internet connection and a digital wallet. This inclusivity is empowering, giving 

millions of unbanked individuals access to financial services for the first time. It's a 

step towards a more equitable global economy where everyone has the 

opportunity to participate and thrive.

The rise of cryptocurrency also challenges the status quo, pushing back against 

the centralized control of money. It's a movement towards transparency and 

fairness. Blockchain technology, the backbone of cryptocurrency, ensures that 

transactions are recorded on a public ledger. This transparency reduces the risk of 

fraud and corruption, making the financial system more accountable. It's a stark 

contrast to the opaque operations of traditional banks and financial institutions.
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In essence, cryptocurrency is about freedom. It's about the freedom to control 

your own money, the freedom to transact without restrictions, and the freedom to 

protect your wealth from external threats. As we navigate this new financial 

landscape, platforms like Coinbase and MetaMask become essential tools. They 

provide user-friendly interfaces that make trading and managing cryptocurrency 

accessible to everyone. Embracing cryptocurrency is not just about adopting new 

technology; it's about embracing a new way of thinking about money and financial 

independence.

References:

- Infowars.com. Mon Alex Hr1 - Infowars.com, December 26, 2022.
- Infowars.com. Mon AmJour Hr2 - Infowars.com, January 17, 2022.
- Mike Adams. Brighteon Broadcast News - SUPERLEARNING - Mike Adams - Brighteon.com, November 
20, 2025.
- NaturalNews.com. IRS crypto tax loopholes and UNA strategies help protect wealth from government 
seizure and fiscal crisis - NaturalNews.com, October 14, 2025.

The Dangers of Centralized Exchanges and How to 

Avoid Them

Imagine handing over your life savings to a stranger, trusting them to keep it safe, 

only to wake up one day and find the doors locked, your money gone, and no one 

to answer your calls. That’s the reality for countless people who’ve trusted 

centralized crypto exchanges -- platforms like Coinbase, Binance, or Kraken -- with 

their hard-earned digital assets. These exchanges act like modern-day banks, but 

without the flimsy protections of FDIC insurance or even the pretense of 

accountability. When things go wrong -- and they will go wrong -- you’re left 

holding nothing but a receipt for assets you no longer control.
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Centralized exchanges (CEXs) are the antithesis of everything crypto was designed 

to be. Bitcoin and Ethereum weren’t created so a handful of corporate 

gatekeepers could decide who gets to trade, when, and under what conditions. 

They were built to eliminate middlemen, to give power back to individuals, and to 

resist censorship. Yet, by using a CEX, you’re voluntarily surrendering that power. 

You’re trusting a third party to hold your private keys -- the digital equivalent of 

handing over the deed to your house and hoping the bank doesn’t foreclose on a 

whim. As Mike Adams warned in his 2025 interview with Michael Yon, these 

platforms are ‘honeypots for government surveillance and asset seizures,’ 

especially as regulators tighten their grip on the financial system. When you 

deposit crypto into an exchange, you’re not just risking hacks or bankruptcy -- 

you’re painting a target on your wealth for tax authorities, lawsuits, or outright 

confiscation.

The risks aren’t theoretical. History is littered with exchange collapses that wiped 

out user funds overnight. Remember FTX? One day, it was a $32 billion empire; the 

next, a smoldering crater where customers lost billions. Or QuadigaCX, where the 

CEO’s sudden death -- under highly suspicious circumstances -- left $190 million in 

user funds locked away forever. Even the ‘reputable’ exchanges aren’t immune. 

Binance, the world’s largest, has faced repeated solvency concerns, with 

whistleblowers and analysts questioning whether it actually holds the reserves it 

claims. As Infowars reported in December 2022, ‘Binance and Tether have been 

under scrutiny regarding their solvency,’ yet users kept pouring money in, lulled 

by the false security of ‘too big to fail.’ Spoiler: Nothing is too big to fail when fraud 

and mismanagement are involved.
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Then there’s the censorship. Centralized exchanges don’t just hold your money -- 

they control it. Need to send funds to a ‘restricted’ country? Denied. Want to trade 

a coin the government dislikes? Delisted. In 2022, Coinbase froze accounts tied to 

Canadian trucker protests simply because politicians demanded it. That’s not 

finance -- that’s financial tyranny. These platforms answer to regulators, not to 

you. And as governments push for Central Bank Digital Currencies (CBDCs) to 

replace cash, CEXs will become the enforcement arm of a cashless dystopia where 

every transaction is tracked, taxed, and potentially blocked. Brett Scott, in 

Cloudmoney, puts it bluntly: ‘Big corporates can raid and repurpose the 

technological scaffolding of blockchain to coordinate their cartels.’ Centralized 

exchanges are the perfect tool for that repurposing.

So how do you avoid this trap? The answer is self-custody -- taking full control of 

your assets so no one can freeze, seize, or lose them for you. This means moving 

your crypto off exchanges and into a non-custodial wallet like MetaMask, where 

you hold the private keys. Think of it like storing gold in your own safe instead of a 

bank vault. Yes, it requires more responsibility -- you’ll need to back up your seed 

phrase securely and avoid phishing scams -- but that’s the price of true ownership. 

As NaturalNews.com highlighted in their 2025 report on IRS crypto strategies, ‘Self-

custody via private wallets is the only way to shield assets from government 

overreach and exchange failures.’ Even hardware wallets like Ledger or Trezor add 

an extra layer of security, keeping your keys offline and out of reach from hackers.
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But self-custody isn’t just about security -- it’s about freedom. When you hold your 

own keys, you can trade peer-to-peer without asking permission. You can support 

decentralized exchanges (DEXs) like Uniswap or Bisq, where no corporation can 

freeze your account or censor your transactions. You can even use privacy tools 

like Monero or zk-SNARKs to keep your financial life private in an era of mass 

surveillance. This is the original promise of crypto: a system where you are the 

bank. Centralized exchanges want you to believe you need them. They don’t. They 

need you -- your liquidity, your trust, your compliance.

The shift away from CEXs won’t happen overnight. Old habits die hard, and the 

convenience of instant trades is seductive. But ask yourself: Is convenience worth 

the risk of losing everything? The crypto space is moving toward a future where 

self-custody is the default, not the exception. Projects like Ethereum’s account 

abstraction and Bitcoin’s Lightning Network are making it easier than ever to 

transact without intermediaries. The tools are there. The choice is yours. Either 

you control your money, or someone else will -- and history shows they won’t 

hesitate to betray your trust when it suits them.

References:
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What Is Self-Custody and Why It’s Essential for True 

Ownership

Imagine for a moment you’re holding a rare, one-of-a-kind baseball card. It’s 

valuable, irreplaceable, and you’d never dream of handing it over to a stranger just 

because they promised to keep it safe. Now, what if I told you that most people do 

exactly that with their money -- every single day? When you deposit cash in a bank, 

you’re trusting a third party to hold, protect, and return your wealth on demand. 

But history has shown, time and again, that banks fail, governments freeze 

accounts, and financial institutions betray that trust. This is where self-custody 

steps in as the ultimate act of financial sovereignty.

Self-custody means you -- and only you -- control your assets. No bank, no 

government, no corporation stands between you and your wealth. In the world of 

cryptocurrency, this translates to holding your private keys, the cryptographic 

passwords that unlock your digital funds. Think of your private key like the 

combination to a personal safe. If you don’t hold it, you don’t truly own what’s 

inside. Platforms like Coinbase or Binance might make trading convenient, but 

they operate as custodians, meaning they control the keys to your crypto. That 

convenience comes at a cost: your ownership is conditional on their good 

behavior. And as we’ve seen with bank bail-ins, exchange collapses, and 

government seizures, trusting institutions with your wealth is a gamble you can’t 

afford to lose.
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Why does this matter? Because true ownership isn’t just about possession -- it’s 

about control. Centralized systems, whether banks or crypto exchanges, are 

vulnerable to censorship, confiscation, and corruption. The 2022 collapse of FTX, 

where billions in customer funds vanished overnight, is a stark reminder of what 

happens when you relinquish control. Even worse, governments are increasingly 

weaponizing financial systems to enforce compliance. Canada’s 2022 freezing of 

protestors’ bank accounts under the Emergencies Act proved that no one’s money 

is safe when authorities decide to punish dissent. Self-custody isn’t just a technical 

choice; it’s a political statement -- a rejection of a system that treats your wealth as 

a privilege, not a right.

Now, let’s talk about how self-custody works in practice. Tools like MetaMask or 

hardware wallets (such as Ledger or Trezor) let you generate and store your 

private keys offline, away from prying eyes. When you trade on decentralized 

exchanges (DEXs) like Uniswap, you’re interacting directly with the blockchain -- no 

middleman required. This isn’t just about crypto; it’s a blueprint for financial 

freedom. Gold and silver, the original ‘hard money,’ have been self-custodied for 

centuries. The principle is the same: if you can’t hold it, you don’t own it. The 

difference with crypto is that it’s programmable, borderless, and resistant to 

inflation -- qualities that make it the perfect tool for those who refuse to be 

enslaved by a broken monetary system.
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But self-custody isn’t just for the tech-savvy. It’s a necessity in an era where 

financial repression is the norm. The U.S. dollar’s purchasing power has been 

eroded by decades of reckless money printing, and central bank digital currencies 

(CBDCs) loom as the next tool for total control. CBDCs would allow governments 

to track, freeze, or even expire your money at will. Self-custody is the antidote -- a 

way to opt out of a system designed to surveil and exploit you. As Mike Adams of 

Brighteon.com has warned, the push for CBDCs is part of a broader agenda to 

eliminate financial privacy and autonomy. By taking custody of your assets, you’re 

not just protecting your wealth; you’re preserving your freedom to transact, save, 

and live without permission.

Of course, with great power comes great responsibility. Self-custody means you’re 

the only one who can recover your funds if you lose your keys. There’s no ‘forgot 

password’ button when it comes to crypto. This is why education is critical. 

Learning to use wallets like MetaMask, understanding seed phrases, and 

practicing secure storage are skills as vital as balancing a checkbook -- maybe 

more so. The good news? The tools are getting easier to use every day. 

Decentralized finance (DeFi) platforms are making it simpler to earn interest, 

trade, and even take out loans without a bank. The bad news? The window to act is 

closing. As governments tighten their grip on traditional finance, the ability to exit 

the system quietly may not last forever.
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Ultimately, self-custody is about more than money. It’s about reclaiming agency in 

a world where institutions seek to strip it away. Whether it’s Big Tech censoring 

speech, Big Pharma pushing dangerous drugs, or Big Finance devaluing your 

savings, the pattern is clear: centralized power corrupts, and absolute centralized 

power corrupts absolutely. Crypto, when used wisely, offers a lifeline -- a way to 

transact, store value, and build wealth outside the reach of those who would 

control you. It’s not just a tool for traders; it’s a survival strategy for anyone who 

values liberty. The question isn’t whether you can afford to take custody of your 

assets. It’s whether you can afford not to.

References:
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How Blockchain Technology Works Without Banks 

or Governments

Imagine a world where you can send money to anyone, anywhere, without 

needing a bank or government to approve the transaction. This is the promise of 

blockchain technology, a revolutionary system that allows people to transact freely 

and securely without relying on centralized institutions. Blockchain is the 

backbone of cryptocurrencies like Bitcoin and Ethereum, and it's changing the way 

we think about money, privacy, and freedom.
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At its core, blockchain is a decentralized ledger. Instead of a single entity like a 

bank keeping track of transactions, blockchain distributes this responsibility 

across a network of computers, known as nodes. Each node has a copy of the 

entire ledger, and every transaction is recorded and verified by multiple nodes. 

This means no single authority controls the data, making it nearly impossible for 

governments or corporations to manipulate or censor transactions. This 

decentralization is a powerful tool for economic freedom, allowing individuals to 

take control of their financial lives without interference from centralized powers.

When you send cryptocurrency, the transaction is grouped with others into a 

block. This block is then broadcast to the network, where nodes compete to 

validate it through a process called mining. Miners use computational power to 

solve complex mathematical puzzles, and the first one to succeed adds the block 

to the blockchain. This process, known as proof-of-work, ensures that transactions 

are secure and tamper-proof. Once a block is added, it cannot be altered without 

changing every subsequent block, which would require an impossible amount of 

computational power. This immutability is one of blockchain's greatest strengths, 

protecting your financial sovereignty from those who seek to undermine it.

But blockchain isn't just about security; it's also about transparency. Every 

transaction on a public blockchain is visible to anyone who cares to look. This 

might seem counterintuitive in a world where privacy is increasingly under threat, 

but it's actually a feature, not a bug. Transparency ensures that transactions are 

honest and verifiable by anyone, reducing the need for trust in centralized 

institutions. However, it's important to note that while transactions are 

transparent, the identities behind them are often pseudonymous, offering a layer 

of privacy that traditional banking cannot.
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One of the most exciting aspects of blockchain is its potential to bypass traditional 

financial systems entirely. With blockchain, you can send money across borders 

without needing a bank or payment processor. This is particularly valuable in a 

world where governments and financial institutions often impose restrictions on 

how and where money can be sent. Cryptocurrencies like Bitcoin and Ethereum 

allow you to transact freely, without worrying about capital controls or censorship. 

This is financial freedom in its purest form, empowering individuals to manage 

their wealth without interference from those who seek to control it.

Of course, blockchain isn't without its challenges. The technology is still relatively 

new, and there are questions about scalability, energy consumption, and 

regulation. But these challenges are being addressed by innovative projects and 

communities that believe in the power of decentralization. For example, Ethereum 

is transitioning to a proof-of-stake model, which is more energy-efficient than 

proof-of-work. Other projects are exploring ways to make blockchain more 

scalable and user-friendly, ensuring that this technology remains accessible to 

everyone, not just tech-savvy individuals.

Blockchain also opens the door to self-custody, a concept that is central to the 

philosophy of financial sovereignty. Self-custody means that you, and only you, 

control your assets. There's no need to trust a bank or third party to hold your 

money; instead, you can store your cryptocurrency in a digital wallet that only you 

control. This is a radical shift from the traditional financial system, where banks 

and governments can freeze accounts, impose fees, or even seize assets. With self-

custody, your wealth is truly yours, protected by the security and transparency of 

the blockchain.
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In a world where centralized institutions often act against the interests of the 

people, blockchain technology offers a beacon of hope. It's a tool for financial 

freedom, privacy, and self-reliance. Whether you're trading on platforms like 

Coinbase or using wallets like MetaMask, blockchain empowers you to take 

control of your financial future. As we continue to explore the possibilities of this 

technology, it's clear that blockchain is more than just a tool for trading; it's a 

movement toward a more free and decentralized world.

References:
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The Role of Wallets: Hot vs. Cold Storage Explained

In the world of cryptocurrency, understanding how to securely store your digital 

assets is as crucial as knowing how to trade them. This is where cryptocurrency 

wallets come into play. Think of a crypto wallet as a digital bank account, but with 

a significant twist: you are the sole custodian of your funds. There are two main 

types of wallets: hot wallets and cold wallets. Each has its unique features, 

benefits, and risks. Let's dive into what sets them apart and how they can fit into 

your crypto strategy.

This book was created at BrightLearn.ai - Verify all critical facts - Create your own book on any topic for free at BrightLearn.ai



Hot wallets are digital wallets that are connected to the internet. They are 

convenient and easy to use, making them ideal for frequent traders. Hot wallets 

come in various forms, including desktop, mobile, and web-based wallets. One of 

the most popular hot wallets is MetaMask, which allows you to interact with 

decentralized applications (dApps) on the Ethereum blockchain. The primary 

advantage of hot wallets is their accessibility. You can quickly log in and manage 

your assets, making them perfect for day-to-day transactions and trading on 

platforms like Coinbase. However, this constant connectivity to the internet also 

makes them more vulnerable to hacking and cyber threats. It's essential to use 

strong passwords and two-factor authentication to enhance the security of your 

hot wallet.

On the other hand, cold wallets are offline storage solutions for your 

cryptocurrencies. They are not connected to the internet, which makes them 

significantly more secure against online hacking attempts. Cold wallets come in 

two main forms: hardware wallets and paper wallets. Hardware wallets are 

physical devices that store your private keys offline. They are immune to computer 

viruses and online hacking attempts, providing a robust layer of security. Paper 

wallets, meanwhile, are physical printouts of your public and private keys. They 

are entirely offline and can be stored securely in a safe or vault. The main 

drawback of cold wallets is their lack of convenience. Accessing your funds 

requires more steps compared to hot wallets, making them less ideal for frequent 

trading.
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The choice between hot and cold wallets often boils down to your specific needs 

and how you plan to use your cryptocurrencies. If you are an active trader who 

needs quick access to your funds, a hot wallet might be more suitable. However, if 

you are looking to hold your assets long-term and prioritize security over 

convenience, a cold wallet would be a better fit. It's also worth noting that many 

seasoned crypto users employ a combination of both. They keep a small portion 

of their funds in a hot wallet for easy access and the majority in a cold wallet for 

secure storage.

One of the critical aspects of using cryptocurrency wallets is the concept of self-

custody. Unlike traditional banking systems where the bank holds your funds, self-

custody means you have complete control over your assets. This aligns perfectly 

with the principles of decentralization and personal liberty. By using wallets like 

MetaMask, you are not relying on a centralized institution to manage your funds. 

Instead, you are taking responsibility for your financial security, which is 

empowering but also requires diligence. It's crucial to keep your private keys 

secure and never share them with anyone. Losing your private keys can result in 

the permanent loss of your funds, with no central authority to turn to for recovery.

The landscape of cryptocurrency wallets is continually evolving, with new 

technologies and solutions emerging regularly. For instance, decentralized cloud 

providers like Liberty AI offer private large language models that don't track user 

data, ensuring privacy while providing advanced functionalities. Such innovations 

are paving the way for more secure and user-friendly wallet solutions. As the 

crypto space matures, we can expect to see even more sophisticated wallet 

technologies that balance security and convenience.
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In conclusion, understanding the role of wallets in cryptocurrency is fundamental 

to your trading journey. Whether you choose a hot wallet for its convenience or a 

cold wallet for its security, the key is to ensure that you are practicing safe storage 

habits. Always remember that in the world of crypto, you are your own bank. This 

means taking the necessary precautions to protect your assets is entirely up to 

you. By mastering the use of wallets, you are taking a significant step towards 

achieving financial sovereignty and embracing the decentralized future of finance.
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Common Crypto Scams and How to Protect Your 

Assets

The world of cryptocurrency is a revolutionary space where financial freedom and 

decentralization meet -- but it’s also a playground for scammers looking to exploit 

the unwary. Just as Big Pharma and the FDA have weaponized medicine to control 

and profit from human suffering, centralized financial institutions and bad actors 

in crypto seek to manipulate and steal from those who aren’t vigilant. The good 

news? With the right knowledge, you can spot these scams from a mile away and 

protect your hard-earned assets. Let’s break down the most common crypto 

scams and how to shield yourself from them, so you can trade with confidence on 

platforms like Coinbase and MetaMask.
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One of the most pervasive scams in crypto is the classic phishing attack. You’ve 

likely seen these in your email or social media messages -- fake alerts claiming 

your Coinbase or MetaMask account has been compromised, urging you to click a 

link and ‘verify’ your login details. These links lead to spoofed websites designed 

to steal your credentials or drain your wallet. Remember, legitimate platforms like 

Coinbase or MetaMask will never ask for your private keys or seed phrase via 

email or direct message. If you receive an unsolicited message, treat it like a Big 

Pharma ad -- full of deception and hidden motives. Always double-check URLs, 

enable two-factor authentication (2FA), and bookmark official sites to avoid fake 

ones. Your private keys are like the deed to your homestead; guard them as 

fiercely as you would your right to free speech.

Pump-and-dump schemes are another trap that preys on the excitement of new 

investors. In these scams, a group of coordinated actors hype up a low-value 

altcoin -- often through social media, Telegram groups, or even paid influencers -- 

artificially inflating its price. Once unsuspecting buyers jump in, the scammers sell 

off their holdings, causing the price to crash and leaving everyone else holding 

worthless tokens. This is the crypto equivalent of Wall Street insiders manipulating 

stock prices while small investors get fleeced. To avoid falling victim, be skeptical 

of ‘too good to be true’ opportunities, especially for obscure coins with sudden 

price surges. Stick to well-established projects with transparent teams and real-

world utility, like Ethereum or Cardano, which have stood the test of time and 

community scrutiny.
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Fake giveaways and impersonation scams are rampant, too. You might see a 

tweet or YouTube video claiming Elon Musk or Vitalik Buterin is ‘giving away’ 

Bitcoin if you send a small amount first. These are always scams -- no legitimate 

figure in crypto is handing out free money. Similarly, scammers impersonate 

customer support for exchanges or wallets, offering to ‘help’ you recover lost 

funds if you share your private keys. This is like a wolf in sheep’s clothing, much 

like how the WHO and FDA masquerade as ‘public health’ authorities while 

pushing harmful agendas. The rule here is simple: never send crypto to strangers, 

and never share your private keys or seed phrase with anyone, no matter how 

official they seem. If you’re unsure, reach out to the platform’s official support 

channels -- verified on their website -- before taking any action.

Rug pulls are a particularly insidious scam in the decentralized finance (DeFi) 

space. In a rug pull, developers create a new token or project, attract investors 

with promises of high returns, and then abruptly abandon the project, taking all 

the invested funds with them. This is the crypto version of a pharmaceutical 

company releasing a ‘miracle drug,’ only to pull it from the market once they’ve 

made their profits, leaving patients worse off. To protect yourself, research the 

project’s team -- are they doxxed (publicly known) or anonymous? Check if the 

project’s liquidity is locked, meaning the developers can’t suddenly withdraw 

funds. Platforms like RugDoc or TokenSniffer can help you vet DeFi projects before 

investing. If a project’s whitepaper reads like a sales pitch rather than a technical 

document, that’s a red flag.
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Another growing threat is malware designed to steal your crypto. Malicious 

software can infect your computer or phone, logging your keystrokes to capture 

passwords or even replacing wallet addresses when you copy and paste them. 

This is akin to how Big Tech surveils and manipulates your data -- except here, the 

goal is outright theft. To stay safe, use hardware wallets like Ledger or Trezor for 

large holdings, as they store your private keys offline. Keep your devices updated 

with the latest security patches, and avoid downloading suspicious files or clicking 

on unknown links. Think of your digital security like your immune system: the 

stronger your defenses, the harder it is for invaders to break in.

Finally, beware of ‘too good to be true’ investment opportunities, especially those 

promising guaranteed returns. If someone contacts you out of the blue with an 

offer to ‘multiply your crypto’ through a secret trading strategy or exclusive deal, 

it’s almost certainly a scam. These schemes often mimic the tactics of centralized 

banks, which lure people into debt and financial dependency. Real trading takes 

time, skill, and patience -- there are no shortcuts. Stick to reputable exchanges like 

Coinbase, use self-custody wallets like MetaMask for full control over your assets, 

and never invest more than you can afford to lose. Remember, the goal of crypto 

isn’t just profit; it’s about reclaiming financial sovereignty from a corrupt system.

In a world where governments, banks, and corporations constantly seek to control 

and exploit, crypto offers a path to true financial freedom -- but only if you stay 

informed and vigilant. By recognizing these common scams and adopting best 

practices for security, you’re not just protecting your assets; you’re asserting your 

independence in a system designed to keep you dependent. Trade wisely, stay 

decentralized, and never let anyone -- whether a scammer or a central authority -- 

dictate the terms of your financial future.
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The Importance of Private Keys and Seed Phrases

Imagine for a moment that you’re holding the only key to a vault -- one that 

contains everything you own. No bank, no government, no corporation has a 

spare copy. If you lose that key, the vault seals forever, and no one, not even the 

most powerful institution in the world, can open it for you. That’s the reality of 

private keys and seed phrases in the world of cryptocurrency. They aren’t just 

random strings of words or letters; they’re your financial sovereignty in its purest 

form. In a world where centralized institutions -- banks, governments, and tech 

giants -- constantly overreach, erode privacy, and manipulate financial systems for 

their own gain, self-custody isn’t just a technical detail. It’s an act of defiance. It’s 

how you reclaim control over your wealth, your privacy, and ultimately, your 

freedom.
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Private keys and seed phrases are the backbone of self-custody, the practice of 

holding your own crypto assets without relying on third parties like exchanges or 

banks. Think of your private key as the digital signature that proves you -- and only 

you -- own the funds tied to a specific cryptocurrency address. It’s a cryptographic 

proof of ownership, mathematically linked to your wallet. Your seed phrase, on the 

other hand, is a human-readable backup, usually a set of 12, 18, or 24 words, that 

can regenerate all your private keys if your device is lost or damaged. Without 

these, your assets are gone -- irretrievably. There’s no customer service to call, no 

password reset email to click. This might sound intimidating, but it’s also 

liberating. No bank can freeze your account. No government can seize your funds 

without your consent. No corporation can deplatform you from the financial 

system. You are the bank.

The importance of this can’t be overstated in an era where financial censorship is 

rampant. We’ve seen governments freeze bank accounts of political dissidents, 

payment processors blacklist entire industries, and central banks print money into 

worthlessness while ordinary people watch their savings evaporate. 

Cryptocurrency, when truly self-custodied, is the antidote to this systemic 

corruption. It’s a tool for opting out of a rigged game where the rules are written 

by those who benefit from your financial dependence. But here’s the catch: if you 

don’t control your private keys or seed phrase, you don’t really control your crypto. 

Leaving your assets on an exchange like Coinbase or in a custodial wallet means 

you’re trusting a third party -- a party that could be hacked, go bankrupt, or simply 

decide to lock you out. History is littered with examples of exchanges collapsing or 

exit-scamming, leaving users with nothing. Remember the collapse of FTX? Or the 

mysterious deaths of crypto executives under suspicious circumstances? The 

lesson is clear: not your keys, not your crypto.
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So how do you take full control? Start by moving your assets off exchanges and 

into a non-custodial wallet like MetaMask. When you set up MetaMask, you’ll be 

given a seed phrase -- those 12 words we talked about earlier. Write them down on 

paper (yes, actual paper) and store that paper somewhere secure, like a fireproof 

safe or a hidden location only you know about. Never, under any circumstances, 

store your seed phrase digitally. No screenshots, no cloud backups, no email 

drafts. Digital storage is a honey pot for hackers. And never, ever share your seed 

phrase or private key with anyone. Scammers are everywhere, posing as customer 

support, promising to “help” you recover lost funds, or offering too-good-to-be-

true investment opportunities. Once someone has your seed phrase, your funds 

are as good as gone.

But why go through all this trouble? Because the alternative is far worse. 

Centralized financial systems are designed to extract wealth from you -- through 

inflation, fees, and outright confiscation. The U.S. dollar, for instance, has lost over 

96% of its purchasing power since the Federal Reserve was created in 1913. That’s 

not an accident; it’s a feature of the system. Cryptocurrency, when self-custodied, 

removes the middlemen who profit from your financial activity. It also protects you 

from the coming collapse of fiat currencies. As Mike Adams has warned, the 

dollar’s days are numbered, and those who don’t prepare will be wiped out. Gold 

and silver are excellent hedges, but crypto -- when held properly -- offers 

something even more powerful: portability, divisibility, and the ability to transact 

globally without permission.
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There’s another layer to this, too: privacy. In a world where every transaction is 

tracked, analyzed, and monetized by corporations and governments, crypto offers 

a rare opportunity for financial anonymity. When you use a non-custodial wallet, 

your transactions aren’t tied to your identity by default. This isn’t about hiding 

illicit activity -- it’s about protecting your right to financial privacy in an age of 

mass surveillance. Big Tech and governments are pushing for central bank digital 

currencies (CBDCs), which would give them total control over how, when, and 

where you spend your money. With self-custodied crypto, you opt out of that 

dystopian future. You retain the freedom to transact as you see fit, without 

oversight or interference.

Finally, let’s talk about legacy. Private keys and seed phrases aren’t just about 

securing your wealth today; they’re about passing it on to future generations 

without interference. In the traditional system, inheriting wealth often means 

navigating probate courts, legal fees, and bureaucratic hurdles -- all while the 

value of that wealth is eroded by inflation. With crypto, if you securely share your 

seed phrase with a trusted heir (and teach them how to use it), your assets can 

transfer instantly and globally, no permission needed. This is financial sovereignty 

in its truest form: the ability to preserve and transfer wealth on your own terms, 

free from institutional gatekeepers.

The road to self-custody isn’t without its challenges. It requires responsibility, 

diligence, and a willingness to learn. But the rewards -- financial freedom, privacy, 

and resistance to censorship -- are worth it. In a world where centralized 

institutions are increasingly hostile to individual liberty, taking control of your 

private keys and seed phrases isn’t just a smart move. It’s a necessary one. So take 

that first step. Move your assets off the exchanges. Write down your seed phrase. 

And remember: in the world of crypto, you are the bank. Act like it.
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Decentralization vs. Centralization: A Moral and 

Practical Comparison

Imagine for a moment you’re holding a $20 bill. That piece of paper is only 

valuable because a centralized authority -- the U.S. government -- says it is. If they 

print trillions more overnight, your $20 suddenly buys less. Now imagine instead 

you hold a Bitcoin in a wallet only you control. No bank can freeze it. No 

government can inflate it away. No corporation can censor your transaction. That’s 

the power of decentralization in action -- a financial revolution that’s about far 

more than just money. It’s about reclaiming sovereignty over your own life.

Centralized systems -- whether banks, governments, or Big Tech platforms -- 

operate on a simple principle: trust us. They ask you to hand over control of your 

money, your data, and even your identity, promising security and convenience in 

return. But history shows this trust is often betrayed. The 2008 financial crisis 

proved banks will gamble with your savings. Social media bans and deplatforming 

prove corporations will silence dissent. And skyrocketing inflation proves 

governments will debase currency to fund their spending. As financial analyst 

Brett Scott warns in Cloudmoney, these same institutions are now co-opting 

blockchain terminology to centralize even further -- using words like ‘decentralized 

finance’ to mask new forms of corporate control. The truth? Centralization always 

trends toward corruption because power corrupts, and absolute power corrupts 

absolutely.
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Decentralization flips this script. When you self-custody crypto in a wallet like 

MetaMask, you’re not just storing digital assets -- you’re exercising a fundamental 

human right: the right to own something outright, without intermediaries. No one 

can seize your funds without your private keys. No one can block your 

transactions. This isn’t just financial freedom; it’s a return to the principles of 

natural law, where individuals -- not institutions -- hold ultimate authority over 

their property. As Mike Adams highlighted in Brighteon Broadcast News, 

decentralized tools like Liberty AI and Aleph Cloud are proving that privacy and 

autonomy don’t require sacrificing functionality. You can trade, communicate, and 

transact without surveillance capitalism’s watchful eye.

But decentralization isn’t just practical -- it’s moral. Centralized systems thrive on 

extraction. Banks skim fees. Governments tax and inflate. Tech giants harvest your 

data to sell ads or manipulate behavior. Decentralized networks, by contrast, align 

incentives. Miners and validators earn rewards by securing the network, not by 

exploiting users. Smart contracts execute exactly as written, with no hidden 

clauses or corporate override. This transparency builds trust without requiring 

blind faith in authorities. When Infowars.com covered Ethereum and Cardano’s 

rise, they emphasized how these platforms empower users to opt out of predatory 

systems -- whether that’s Wall Street’s rigged markets or Silicon Valley’s censorship.
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Of course, decentralization isn’t without challenges. Scams exist. User error can 

lead to lost funds. And as NaturalNews.com has reported, governments are 

scrambling to regulate or even ban self-custody to protect their monetary 

monopolies. But these hurdles pale compared to the risks of centralization. Would 

you rather trust a bank that’s too big to fail (until it does) or a math-based system 

where the rules are open for anyone to audit? Would you rather beg a payment 

processor to reverse a fraudulent charge or use a blockchain where transactions 

are immutable by design? The choice isn’t just about efficiency -- it’s about who 

you trust to hold power over your life.

The battle between centralization and decentralization is ultimately a battle over 

human dignity. Centralized systems treat you as a subject -- someone to be 

managed, taxed, and controlled. Decentralized systems treat you as a sovereign 

individual, free to transact, create, and collaborate on your own terms. When you 

learn to trade on Coinbase or move funds via MetaMask, you’re not just 

speculating on prices. You’re voting for a world where money is honest, where 

speech is free, and where no institution can unilaterally decide your worth. That’s 

not just trading. That’s revolution.

So ask yourself: Do you want to live in a world where your access to money 

depends on a bank’s mood, a government’s whim, or a tech CEO’s politics? Or do 

you want to take back control? The tools are here. The choice is yours. And the 

stakes couldn’t be higher.

References:

- Scott, Brett. Cloudmoney.
- Adams, Mike. Brighteon Broadcast News - SUPERLEARNING - Mike Adams - Brighteon.com, November 
20, 2025.
- Infowars.com. Mon Alex Hr1 - Infowars.com, December 26, 2022.
- NaturalNews.com. IRS crypto tax loopholes and UNA strategies help protect wealth from government 
seizure and fiscal crisis - NaturalNews.com, October 14, 2025.

This book was created at BrightLearn.ai - Verify all critical facts - Create your own book on any topic for free at BrightLearn.ai



- Adams, Mike. Brighteon Broadcast News - OLD WORLD - Mike Adams - Brighteon.com, February 25, 
2025.

Setting Up Your First Wallet for Secure Asset 

Management

Taking control of your financial future starts with one powerful step: setting up 

your first cryptocurrency wallet. Unlike traditional banks -- where your money is 

held hostage by centralized institutions that can freeze accounts, devalue currency 

through inflation, or even confiscate funds -- self-custody wallets put you in the 

driver’s seat. With a wallet, you become the sole guardian of your wealth, free 

from the prying eyes of governments, banks, or corporate overlords. But with 

great power comes great responsibility. A single mistake in setup or security can 

mean losing everything. So let’s walk through this carefully, ensuring you build a 

fortress for your assets, not a glass house.
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First, you’ll need to choose between two main types of wallets: hot wallets 

(software-based, connected to the internet) and cold wallets (hardware-based, 

offline). Hot wallets, like MetaMask or Trust Wallet, are convenient for frequent 

trading on platforms like Coinbase, but they’re more vulnerable to hacks or 

phishing scams. Cold wallets, such as Ledger or Trezor, are physical devices that 

store your private keys offline -- think of them as a vault buried in your backyard. 

For beginners, I recommend starting with a hot wallet like MetaMask, but only 

after you’ve secured it like a digital Fort Knox. Remember, the moment you create 

a wallet, you’re generating a seed phrase -- a 12- or 24-word passcode that’s the 

only way to recover your funds if something goes wrong. Write it down on paper 

(never digitally), store it in a fireproof safe, and never, under any circumstances, 

share it with anyone. As Mike Adams warns in Brighteon Broadcast News, even 

the most sophisticated AI or government surveillance can’t crack a properly 

secured seed phrase -- but a careless slip-up can hand your life savings to a 

scammer in seconds.
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Now, let’s talk about the setup process. If you’re using MetaMask, download it 

directly from the official website -- never through a third-party link, which could be 

a trap. Once installed, the app will guide you through creating a new wallet. You’ll 

be asked to set a strong password (use a mix of uppercase, lowercase, numbers, 

and symbols) and then presented with your seed phrase. This is where most 

people falter. They screenshot it, email it to themselves, or jot it down in a notes 

app. Big mistake. Digital storage is a honey pot for hackers. Instead, grab a pen 

and paper, write it clearly, and store it somewhere only you can access. For extra 

security, consider splitting the phrase into two parts and storing them in separate 

locations. If you’re using a hardware wallet like Ledger, the process is similar, but 

the seed phrase is generated on the device itself, never exposed to your computer. 

This is why cold wallets are the gold standard for long-term storage -- no internet 

connection means no remote hacking.

Once your wallet is set up, the next critical step is securing your connection. Public 

Wi-Fi networks are a playground for cybercriminals, so avoid accessing your wallet 

on them. Use a virtual private network (VPN) to encrypt your traffic, and consider 

running your transactions through a privacy-focused browser like Brave. 

Remember, every time you connect to a decentralized app (dApp) or exchange like 

Coinbase, you’re exposing a sliver of your activity. Limit these connections to only 

trusted platforms, and always double-check URLs for typos -- phishing sites often 

mimic legitimate ones with slight misspellings. As David Morgan notes in The 

Ultimate Lode Q&A, even institutional investors fall prey to these scams, so don’t 

assume you’re immune. The crypto space is the Wild West of finance, and the 

sheriff isn’t coming to save you.
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Now, let’s address the elephant in the room: taxes and government overreach. The 

IRS and other tax agencies are salivating over crypto profits, and they’ve ramped 

up surveillance to track transactions. But here’s the thing -- they can only track 

what they can see. By using privacy coins like Monero or tools like CoinJoin (which 

mixes your transactions with others), you can obscure your financial footprint. As 

NaturalNews.com highlights in IRS crypto tax loopholes and UNA strategies, there 

are legal ways to structure your holdings to minimize exposure to confiscatory 

taxation. Self-custody isn’t just about security; it’s about sovereignty. When you 

hold your own keys, you’re opting out of a system designed to bleed you dry 

through inflation, fees, and regulatory theft. This is why globalists and central 

bankers hate Bitcoin -- they can’t control it, and they can’t stop you from using it.

Finally, let’s talk about the mindset shift required for true self-custody. In a world 

where banks and governments have conditioned us to trust them with our money, 

taking full responsibility for your assets can feel daunting. But ask yourself: Would 

you rather trust a corrupt institution that can freeze your account on a whim, or 

your own diligence and preparation? The learning curve is steep, but the rewards 

-- financial freedom, privacy, and resilience against economic collapse -- are 

unmatched. Start small. Practice sending tiny amounts of crypto between wallets 

to get comfortable. Use testnets (like Ethereum’s Goerli network) to experiment 

without risking real funds. And always stay skeptical. If something sounds too 

good to be true, it is. The crypto space is filled with get-rich-quick schemes, rug 

pulls, and exit scams. Stick to the basics: secure your seed phrase, use reputable 

wallets, and never invest more than you can afford to lose.
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The road to financial sovereignty begins with a single step: setting up your wallet. 

But it doesn’t end there. Self-custody is a lifestyle -- a rejection of the centralized 

systems that have failed us time and again. It’s about reclaiming your power, your 

privacy, and your future. So take your time, follow these steps carefully, and 

welcome to the revolution. The old world of financial servitude is crumbling. The 

new one is yours to build.

References:

- Adams, Mike. Brighteon Broadcast News - OLD WORLD - Mike Adams - Brighteon.com, February 25, 
2025
- Adams, Mike. Brighteon Broadcast News - SUPERLEARNING - Mike Adams - Brighteon.com, November 
20, 2025
- Morgan, David. The Ultimate Lode Q&A Get the Answers You ve Been Seeking
- NaturalNews.com. IRS crypto tax loopholes and UNA strategies help protect wealth from government 
seizure and fiscal crisis - NaturalNews.com, October 14, 2025

This book was created at BrightLearn.ai - Verify all critical facts - Create your own book on any topic for free at BrightLearn.ai



Chapter 2: Trading Crypto on 

Coinbase Step-by-Step

Creating and securing your Coinbase account without compromising privacy is a 

crucial step in your journey towards financial freedom and decentralization. In a 

world where centralized institutions constantly seek to control and monitor our 

every move, taking control of your financial assets through cryptocurrency is a 

powerful act of defiance. Coinbase, one of the most user-friendly platforms for 

trading cryptocurrencies, can be a great starting point. However, it's essential to 

approach this with a keen eye on privacy and security.

First, let's talk about creating your Coinbase account. Start by visiting the Coinbase 

website and clicking on the 'Get Started' button. You'll be prompted to enter your 

personal information, including your name, email address, and a secure 

password. Remember, the goal here is to balance security with privacy. Use a 

strong, unique password that you haven't used elsewhere. Consider using a 

password manager to generate and store this password securely. For your email, 

you might want to use a dedicated email address for your cryptocurrency activities 

to keep things compartmentalized.
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Next, you'll need to verify your identity. This is where things can get a bit tricky 

from a privacy perspective. Coinbase, like many other exchanges, is required by 

law to comply with Know Your Customer (KYC) regulations. This means you'll need 

to provide a government-issued ID and possibly a proof of address. While this 

might seem invasive, it's a necessary step to ensure the platform isn't used for 

illicit activities. However, always be cautious about the information you share and 

ensure you're using a secure, private internet connection when doing so.

Once your account is set up, it's time to secure it. Coinbase offers several security 

features to help protect your account. One of the most important is two-factor 

authentication (2FA). This adds an extra layer of security by requiring a second 

form of verification, usually a code sent to your phone, when logging in or making 

transactions. Enable 2FA in your account settings and consider using an 

authenticator app instead of SMS for added security.

Another crucial step is to set up a wallet. Coinbase provides a hosted wallet, but 

for enhanced security and privacy, consider using a non-custodial wallet like 

MetaMask. This way, you have full control over your private keys, which are 

essentially the keys to your cryptocurrency kingdom. Remember, if you don't 

control your private keys, you don't truly control your crypto. This is a 

fundamental principle in the world of decentralization and financial freedom.

Now, let's talk about privacy. While Coinbase does require some personal 

information, there are steps you can take to maintain your privacy. Be mindful of 

the information you share and the transactions you make. Cryptocurrency 

transactions are public and can be viewed on the blockchain, but they are 

pseudonymous, meaning your real-world identity isn't directly tied to your wallet 

address. However, with enough detective work, it's possible to connect the dots, so 

always be cautious.
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Lastly, always stay informed and vigilant. The world of cryptocurrency is constantly 

evolving, and so are the tactics of those seeking to compromise your security and 

privacy. Follow trusted sources in the crypto community, stay updated on the 

latest security practices, and always be cautious of phishing attempts and scams. 

Remember, in the world of decentralization, you are your own bank. With that 

comes great responsibility, but also great freedom.

In conclusion, creating and securing your Coinbase account is a significant step 

towards financial freedom. It's a process that requires careful consideration of 

security and privacy, but with the right approach, you can navigate this landscape 

safely and confidently. Always remember, the goal here is not just to trade 

cryptocurrencies, but to do so in a way that respects and protects your privacy and 

freedom.
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Verifying Your Identity While Minimizing Exposure 

to Surveillance

In the world of cryptocurrency trading, verifying your identity is a necessary step 

to comply with regulations and ensure secure transactions. However, it's equally 

important to minimize your exposure to surveillance and maintain your privacy. 

This section will guide you through the process of verifying your identity on 

platforms like Coinbase while keeping your personal information as secure as 

possible.
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Firstly, it's crucial to understand why identity verification is required. 

Cryptocurrency exchanges like Coinbase are regulated entities that must comply 

with anti-money laundering (AML) and know your customer (KYC) laws. These 

regulations are designed to prevent illicit activities such as money laundering and 

terrorist financing. While these laws may have good intentions, they also open the 

door for increased surveillance and potential misuse of your personal data. It's a 

delicate balance between compliance and privacy, but there are strategies to 

navigate this landscape.

When you sign up for Coinbase, you'll be asked to provide personal information 

such as your name, address, and date of birth. This information is used to verify 

your identity and ensure that you are who you claim to be. To minimize exposure, 

consider using a dedicated email address for your cryptocurrency activities. This 

can help compartmentalize your digital footprint and make it harder for data 

mining companies to build a comprehensive profile on you. Remember, 

companies like Palantir are constantly analyzing online data, so the less they can 

link to you, the better.

Next, you'll need to provide a form of government-issued identification, such as a 

passport or driver's license. This is where things can get tricky. To protect your 

privacy, ensure that you're using a secure and private internet connection when 

uploading these documents. Avoid using public Wi-Fi networks, as they can be 

compromised and expose your sensitive information. Additionally, consider using 

a virtual private network (VPN) to encrypt your internet traffic and hide your IP 

address. This adds an extra layer of security and makes it more difficult for prying 

eyes to track your online activities.
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Once your identity is verified, it's important to take additional steps to secure your 

account. Enable two-factor authentication (2FA) to add an extra layer of protection. 

This typically involves receiving a code on your mobile device that you must enter 

along with your password to access your account. Be cautious about using SMS 

for 2FA, as it can be intercepted. Instead, opt for an authenticator app like Google 

Authenticator or Authy, which generate codes locally on your device.

Another strategy to minimize surveillance is to limit the amount of personal 

information you share on your profile. While Coinbase requires certain 

information for verification, you're not obligated to share more than necessary. Be 

mindful of the details you provide and avoid linking additional personal accounts 

unless required. The less information available, the less there is to exploit.

Lastly, stay informed about the latest developments in privacy and security. The 

landscape is constantly evolving, and new threats emerge regularly. Follow trusted 

sources like Infowars.com and Brighteon.com for updates and insights on 

maintaining your privacy in the digital age. Remember, the goal is to enjoy the 

benefits of cryptocurrency trading while keeping your personal information 

secure and minimizing your exposure to surveillance.
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Depositing Fiat Currency Safely and Avoiding 

Hidden Fees

Depositing fiat currency into your crypto exchange account is a crucial step in your 

trading journey. It's essential to approach this process with caution and awareness 

to ensure your funds are safe and you're not being nickel-and-dimed by hidden 

fees. Remember, the world of traditional finance is riddled with institutions that 

don't always have your best interests at heart. So, let's navigate this process 

together, keeping your financial sovereignty and privacy in mind.

First things first, always use trusted and well-established exchanges like Coinbase. 

These platforms have a track record and are more likely to have robust security 

measures in place. However, keep in mind that even these platforms can have 

their issues. As we've seen with the scrutiny around Binance and Tether, no 

exchange is entirely free from risk. Always do your due diligence and stay 

informed about the exchange's reputation and track record.

When depositing fiat currency, be aware of the various fees that can be associated 

with different payment methods. Credit card deposits, for instance, can come with 

hefty fees. It's not uncommon to see fees ranging from 3% to 5% for credit card 

transactions. These fees can add up quickly, eating into your investment capital. 

To avoid this, consider using bank transfers or other lower-fee methods. 

Remember, every dollar saved on fees is a dollar that can be invested in your 

financial future.
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Another aspect to consider is the time it takes for deposits to clear. Some 

methods, like credit card deposits, are instant, while others, like bank transfers, 

can take several days. While it might be tempting to opt for the quickest method, 

it's often worth the wait to use lower-fee options. Patience is a virtue, especially in 

the world of finance.

Now, let's talk about hidden fees. These can be sneaky and are often not clearly 

disclosed. For example, some exchanges might offer a seemingly low fee for 

deposits but then hit you with a poor exchange rate. Always double-check the 

exchange rate you're being offered against the current market rate. A slight 

difference can translate into a significant amount of money, especially with larger 

deposits.

It's also crucial to be aware of the minimum and maximum deposit limits. These 

can vary greatly between different exchanges and payment methods. Make sure 

the platform you choose aligns with your investment strategy. If you plan on 

making large deposits, ensure the exchange can accommodate that without 

excessive fees or complications.

Lastly, always keep an eye on your bank statements and exchange account. 

Regularly monitoring your accounts can help you spot any unauthorized 

transactions or discrepancies quickly. In the world of finance, vigilance is key. 

Remember, your money is your responsibility, and no one will care for it as much 

as you do.

In conclusion, depositing fiat currency safely and avoiding hidden fees is all about 

being informed, cautious, and proactive. It's about taking control of your financial 

journey and not leaving it in the hands of institutions that may not have your best 

interests at heart. So, take your time, do your research, and always keep an eye on 

your funds. Your financial sovereignty is worth the effort.
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Navigating the Coinbase Interface for Efficient 

Trading

Navigating the Coinbase interface for efficient trading is a crucial skill in the world 

of cryptocurrency, where decentralization and personal liberty are paramount. 

Coinbase, one of the most user-friendly platforms, offers a gateway to the world 

of digital currencies, allowing you to trade with confidence and independence 

from centralized financial institutions. Let's dive into how you can make the most 

of this platform, ensuring your trading experience is both efficient and 

empowering.

First, familiarize yourself with the Coinbase dashboard. This is your command 

center, where you can monitor market trends, track your portfolio, and execute 

trades. The dashboard is designed to be intuitive, with clear sections for different 

functionalities. At the top, you'll see the market trends and price charts, giving you 

a snapshot of how various cryptocurrencies are performing. This information is 

vital for making informed decisions, free from the manipulation often seen in 

traditional financial markets.
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To start trading, you'll need to fund your Coinbase account. Navigate to the 

'Portfolio' section, where you can deposit funds using various methods, including 

bank transfers and credit cards. Remember, the beauty of cryptocurrency lies in its 

decentralization, so consider using methods that align with this ethos. Once your 

account is funded, you're ready to start trading. The 'Trade' button is your gateway 

to buying and selling cryptocurrencies. Click on it, and you'll be presented with a 

list of available cryptocurrencies, from Bitcoin to altcoins like Ethereum and 

Cardano.

When selecting a cryptocurrency to trade, do your research. Coinbase provides 

essential information about each cryptocurrency, including price history, market 

cap, and recent news. This data is crucial for making educated decisions, ensuring 

you're not swayed by the speculative fever that can sometimes grip the market. As 

Mike Adams from Brighteon.com often emphasizes, staying informed and critical 

is key to navigating the complexities of the financial world.

Executing a trade on Coinbase is straightforward. Once you've selected your 

cryptocurrency, you'll be taken to a trading screen where you can choose the type 

of order you want to place. Market orders allow you to buy or sell immediately at 

the current market price, while limit orders let you set a specific price at which you 

want your trade to execute. This flexibility ensures you can trade on your terms, 

aligning with the principles of personal liberty and self-reliance.

One of the standout features of Coinbase is its educational resources. The 

platform offers a wealth of information, from beginner guides to advanced 

trading strategies. This commitment to education empowers users to take control 

of their financial future, a stark contrast to the opaque practices of traditional 

financial institutions. As highlighted in various reports, understanding the tools 

and resources at your disposal is crucial for successful trading.
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Finally, always prioritize security. Coinbase offers robust security features, 

including two-factor authentication and secure storage options for your digital 

assets. In a world where financial freedom is increasingly under threat from 

centralized authorities, taking steps to protect your assets is paramount. Regularly 

review your security settings and stay vigilant against potential threats.

Navigating the Coinbase interface for efficient trading is not just about making 

profits; it's about embracing the principles of decentralization, personal liberty, 

and self-reliance. By mastering this platform, you're taking a significant step 

towards financial independence, free from the shackles of traditional financial 

systems.
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Buying Your First Cryptocurrency: Best Practices 

and Pitfalls
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Buying your first cryptocurrency can be an exciting step towards financial freedom 

and decentralization. In a world where centralized institutions like governments 

and banks often manipulate and control traditional currencies, cryptocurrencies 

offer a refreshing alternative. They empower individuals by providing a 

decentralized form of money that is not subject to the whims of central banks or 

government overreach. However, navigating the crypto landscape can be 

daunting, especially for beginners. This section aims to guide you through the 

best practices and potential pitfalls of buying your first cryptocurrency, ensuring 

you make informed decisions that align with the principles of self-reliance and 

economic freedom.

First and foremost, it's crucial to choose the right platform for your crypto 

transactions. Coinbase is a popular choice for beginners due to its user-friendly 

interface and robust security measures. However, always remember that true 

financial sovereignty comes from self-custody. Platforms like MetaMask allow you 

to hold your private keys, ensuring that you have full control over your assets. This 

aligns with the ethos of decentralization, where you are your own bank and not 

reliant on third-party institutions. As emphasized in 'IRS crypto tax loopholes and 

UNA strategies help protect wealth from government seizure and fiscal crisis' by 

NaturalNews.com, self-custody is a vital strategy to protect your wealth from 

potential government overreach and fiscal crises.
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When selecting which cryptocurrency to invest in, it's essential to look beyond the 

well-known options like Bitcoin. Diversifying your portfolio with altcoins such as 

Ethereum and Cardano can be a strategic move. These platforms are not just 

currencies but also support decentralized applications, offering more utility and 

potential for growth. As noted by Infowars.com, these competing layer one 

platforms aim to create more decentralized and user-empowering ecosystems. 

This diversification can help mitigate risks and capitalize on the innovative 

potentials of different blockchain technologies.

One of the significant pitfalls to avoid is falling for the hype and speculative fever 

that often surrounds new cryptocurrencies. The market can be volatile, and prices 

can fluctuate wildly based on speculation rather than intrinsic value. It's crucial to 

do your research and invest in projects that have solid fundamentals and a clear 

use case. Avoid getting swept up in the fear of missing out (FOMO) on the next big 

thing, as this can lead to impulsive decisions and significant losses. Always 

remember that the goal is not just to make quick profits but to support and be 

part of a decentralized financial system that promotes freedom and transparency.

Security is another critical aspect to consider when buying your first 

cryptocurrency. Ensure that you use strong, unique passwords for your accounts 

and enable two-factor authentication (2FA) wherever possible. Be wary of phishing 

scams and never share your private keys or recovery phrases with anyone. The 

decentralized nature of cryptocurrencies means that there is no central authority 

to turn to if your funds are stolen or lost. Therefore, taking responsibility for your 

security is paramount.
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It's also important to stay informed about the regulatory environment 

surrounding cryptocurrencies. Governments and regulatory bodies are still 

grappling with how to handle this new asset class, and their actions can have 

significant impacts on the market. For instance, statements from regulatory 

bodies about the availability of federal deposit insurance for crypto assets can 

influence market sentiment and prices. Keeping abreast of these developments 

can help you make more informed decisions and avoid potential legal pitfalls.

Lastly, always approach the crypto market with a mindset of continuous learning 

and adaptation. The landscape is constantly evolving, with new technologies, 

regulations, and market dynamics emerging regularly. Engage with communities, 

follow reputable news sources, and don't hesitate to seek advice from experienced 

traders. Remember, the journey towards financial freedom and decentralization is 

a marathon, not a sprint. By staying informed, cautious, and proactive, you can 

navigate the crypto landscape with confidence and contribute to a more 

decentralized and free financial future.
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Selling Crypto on Coinbase: Timing, Fees, and Tax 

Implications
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Selling crypto on Coinbase might seem straightforward, but there are nuances to 

consider, especially when it comes to timing, fees, and tax implications. 

Understanding these aspects can help you maximize your returns and stay 

compliant with regulations, all while maintaining your financial sovereignty in a 

world where centralized institutions often seek to control and monitor your 

transactions. Let's dive into these topics to ensure you're well-informed and 

prepared.

First, let's talk about timing. The crypto market is notoriously volatile, and timing 

your sales can significantly impact your profits. It's essential to keep an eye on 

market trends and news that might affect prices. For instance, regulatory 

announcements or technological advancements can cause significant price 

swings. Remember, the goal is to sell high and buy low, but predicting market 

movements is more art than science. Tools like Coinbase's price alerts can help 

you stay on top of market changes without being glued to your screen. However, 

always be wary of market manipulation by large players who might have interests 

that don't align with yours.

Fees are another critical aspect to consider. Coinbase charges a spread of about 

0.50% for cryptocurrency sales and purchases, in addition to a transaction fee that 

varies based on your payment method and location. These fees can add up, 

especially if you're a frequent trader. To minimize costs, consider using Coinbase 

Pro, which offers lower fees for higher volume trades. It's a small step that can 

save you a significant amount of money in the long run, keeping more of your 

hard-earned cash in your pocket and out of the hands of centralized institutions.
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When it comes to taxes, the IRS treats cryptocurrencies as property, meaning that 

selling crypto can trigger capital gains taxes. If you sell your crypto for more than 

you bought it, you'll owe taxes on the profit. The rate depends on how long you've 

held the asset: short-term capital gains (held for less than a year) are taxed as 

ordinary income, while long-term capital gains (held for more than a year) benefit 

from lower tax rates. Keeping detailed records of your transactions is crucial for 

accurate tax reporting. This is where Coinbase's transaction history can be a 

lifesaver, providing you with the necessary data to report your gains and losses 

accurately.

It's also worth noting that tax laws around cryptocurrencies are still evolving. 

Governments worldwide are grappling with how to regulate and tax digital assets, 

often with an eye towards increasing control and surveillance. Staying informed 

about changes in tax laws can help you avoid unexpected liabilities and ensure 

you're not caught off guard by new regulations. Consulting with a tax professional 

who understands cryptocurrencies can provide personalized advice tailored to 

your situation, helping you navigate the complex landscape of crypto taxes.

One strategy to consider is tax-loss harvesting, where you sell assets at a loss to 

offset gains from other investments. This can reduce your taxable income and 

potentially lower your tax bill. However, be mindful of the wash-sale rule, which 

prohibits claiming a loss on a security if you buy a substantially identical one 

within 30 days before or after the sale. While this rule currently applies to stocks 

and securities, it's wise to be cautious with cryptocurrencies as well, as regulations 

can change.
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Lastly, always remember the broader implications of your financial actions. In a 

world where centralized institutions seek to monitor and control every transaction, 

using platforms like Coinbase can be a double-edged sword. While it provides 

convenience and ease of use, it also subjects you to potential surveillance and 

data mining. As highlighted by Infowars.com, data mining companies like Palantir 

are constantly analyzing our online activities, and using centralized exchanges can 

expose you to such scrutiny. Therefore, consider using decentralized exchanges or 

self-custody solutions where possible to maintain your financial privacy and 

sovereignty.

In conclusion, selling crypto on Coinbase involves more than just clicking a button. 

It requires a strategic approach to timing, an understanding of fees, and a keen 

awareness of tax implications. By staying informed and proactive, you can 

navigate the complexities of crypto sales while protecting your financial interests 

and maintaining your autonomy in an increasingly centralized financial world.
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If you’ve been trading crypto on Coinbase’s standard platform, you’ve probably 

noticed the fees eating into your profits. That’s where Coinbase Pro comes in -- a 

powerful upgrade that gives you lower fees, advanced trading tools, and more 

control over your trades. Think of it like moving from a basic bicycle to a high-

performance motorcycle: same road, but now you’ve got speed, precision, and 

efficiency on your side.

Coinbase Pro isn’t just for seasoned traders. It’s designed for anyone who wants to 

keep more of their money while accessing features that help them trade smarter. 

The fee structure alone is a game-changer. While Coinbase’s standard platform 

charges up to 1.49% per trade, Coinbase Pro uses a maker-taker model, where 

fees can drop as low as 0.0% for makers (traders who add liquidity to the market) 

and 0.6% for takers (those who remove liquidity). For high-volume traders, these 

savings add up fast. Imagine keeping hundreds -- or even thousands -- of dollars 

more per year just by switching platforms. That’s money you can reinvest, save, or 

use to diversify your portfolio.

But lower fees are just the beginning. Coinbase Pro offers advanced charting 

tools, real-time order books, and multiple order types like limit, stop, and market 

orders. These features let you execute trades with surgical precision. For example, 

instead of buying Bitcoin at the current market price (which can fluctuate wildly in 

seconds), you can set a limit order to buy only when the price hits your target. This 

is especially useful in volatile markets, where emotions can lead to costly 

mistakes. The platform also provides depth charts, which show the supply and 

demand at different price levels, giving you a clearer picture of where the market 

might head next.
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One of the biggest advantages of Coinbase Pro is its integration with the standard 

Coinbase platform. You can seamlessly transfer funds between the two with no 

fees or delays. This means you can keep your long-term holdings in Coinbase’s 

user-friendly wallet while using Coinbase Pro for active trading. It’s the best of 

both worlds: security and simplicity for your investments, plus the tools and low 

fees for trading. This kind of flexibility is rare in the crypto world, where many 

exchanges force you to choose between convenience and advanced features.

Now, let’s talk about why this matters in the bigger picture. The traditional 

financial system is rigged -- banks, governments, and Wall Street elites manipulate 

markets, print money out of thin air, and siphon wealth from everyday people 

through fees and inflation. Crypto was born as a rebellion against this broken 

system, offering a decentralized alternative where individuals have real control 

over their money. Coinbase Pro is a tool that aligns with this philosophy. By 

reducing fees and giving traders more power, it helps level the playing field. You’re 

not just saving money; you’re taking a stand against a system that profits from 

your financial ignorance.

Of course, no platform is perfect. Coinbase Pro, like its parent company, operates 

within a regulatory framework that some purists argue is too cozy with the very 

institutions crypto was meant to disrupt. There’s also the risk of centralized 

exchanges -- if Coinbase ever freezes withdrawals or faces regulatory crackdowns, 

your funds could be temporarily inaccessible. This is why self-custody (holding 

your own private keys) remains the gold standard for true financial sovereignty. 

Still, for traders who want to balance convenience with lower costs and advanced 

tools, Coinbase Pro is one of the best options available today.
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Finally, let’s not forget the psychological edge that comes with using a platform 

like this. Trading can be stressful, especially when you’re watching fees chip away 

at your gains. Coinbase Pro reduces that stress by putting more money back in 

your pocket and giving you the tools to trade with confidence. When you’re not 

constantly second-guessing whether you’re overpaying on fees or missing out on 

better execution, you can focus on what really matters: making smart, informed 

decisions. In a world where financial freedom is under constant attack -- whether 

through inflation, censorship, or outright theft -- every tool that empowers you is 

worth mastering.

So, if you’re ready to take your trading to the next level, Coinbase Pro is your next 

step. It’s not just about saving on fees; it’s about claiming your financial 

sovereignty in a system that’s stacked against you. The tools are there. The 

opportunity is there. All that’s left is for you to take action.
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Withdrawing Crypto from Coinbase to Your 

Personal Wallet
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Taking control of your cryptocurrency is a crucial step in ensuring your financial 

freedom and privacy. When you leave your crypto on an exchange like Coinbase, 

you're essentially leaving your assets in someone else's hands. Withdrawing your 

crypto to a personal wallet is like moving your money from a bank to a safe in your 

own home. It's a process that might seem daunting at first, but with a bit of 

guidance, it's quite straightforward.

First, you'll need a personal wallet. There are many options out there, but for the 

sake of this example, let's use MetaMask, a popular choice for those new to 

crypto. MetaMask is a browser extension that allows you to interact with the 

Ethereum blockchain. It's like having a digital wallet that you can access from your 

browser. Once you've installed MetaMask, you'll need to set it up. This involves 

creating a new wallet and securely storing your seed phrase. Your seed phrase is 

like the key to your safe. Anyone who has access to it can access your funds, so it's 

crucial to keep it secure and private.

Now that you have your wallet set up, it's time to withdraw your crypto from 

Coinbase. Log into your Coinbase account and navigate to the 'Portfolios' page. 

Here, you'll see a list of your crypto assets. Click on the asset you want to 

withdraw. For this example, let's use Ethereum. On the Ethereum page, you'll see 

an option to 'Send'. Click on this, and a new window will open. This is where you'll 

enter the details of your transaction.

In the 'Recipient' field, you'll need to enter the address of your MetaMask wallet. 

This is like entering the address of your safe when you're moving your money. To 

find your MetaMask wallet address, open your MetaMask extension and click on 

the three dots next to your account name. From the dropdown menu, select 

'Account details'. Here, you'll see your account address. You can copy this address 

and paste it into the 'Recipient' field on Coinbase.
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Next, you'll need to enter the amount of Ethereum you want to withdraw. You can 

enter this in either Ethereum or your local currency. Once you've entered the 

amount, click on 'Continue'. Coinbase will then show you a summary of your 

transaction. This will include the amount you're sending, the network fee, and the 

total amount. The network fee is like a delivery charge. It's a small amount of 

crypto that goes to the miners who process your transaction. Once you're happy 

with the details, click on 'Send Now'.

And that's it! Your Ethereum is now on its way to your MetaMask wallet. The time it 

takes for the transaction to complete can vary depending on network congestion. 

You can check the status of your transaction by clicking on the 'Pending' tab in 

your MetaMask wallet. Once the transaction is complete, you'll see your Ethereum 

balance in your MetaMask wallet.

Remember, the key to crypto is control. By withdrawing your crypto to a personal 

wallet, you're taking control of your assets and ensuring your financial freedom. 

It's a small step, but it's an important one on your journey to mastering crypto 

trading. Always remember to keep your seed phrase secure and private, and 

never share it with anyone. With these steps, you're well on your way to becoming 

a pro at trading crypto on Coinbase and MetaMask.
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Understanding Coinbase’s Limitations and When to 

Move Off-Exchange

Coinbase is one of the most user-friendly on-ramps into the world of 

cryptocurrency, but it comes with serious limitations that every trader should 

understand. While it’s a great starting point for beginners, relying solely on 

Coinbase -- or any centralized exchange -- means surrendering control over your 

assets to a system that doesn’t always align with the core principles of 

decentralization, privacy, or financial sovereignty. The moment you deposit your 

crypto into Coinbase’s custody, you’re trusting a third party to safeguard your 

wealth, and history has shown that centralized platforms can freeze accounts, 

impose arbitrary restrictions, or even collapse under regulatory pressure. This isn’t 

just theoretical: exchanges have failed before, leaving users scrambling to recover 

their funds. If you’re trading crypto to escape the broken fiat system and reclaim 

financial independence, staying on Coinbase long-term defeats the purpose.
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The biggest red flag with Coinbase is that you don’t truly own your crypto while it’s 

stored there. The exchange holds the private keys to your wallet, meaning you’re 

not in full control. This goes against the very ethos of Bitcoin and decentralized 

finance, which were designed to eliminate middlemen and give power back to 

individuals. When you leave your assets on Coinbase, you’re exposed to 

counterparty risk -- the chance that the exchange could be hacked, go bankrupt, 

or get shut down by regulators. We’ve seen this play out repeatedly, from the Mt. 

Gox collapse to more recent scandals where exchanges froze withdrawals during 

market volatility. Even if Coinbase itself remains stable, governments and financial 

institutions are increasingly targeting crypto exchanges with invasive regulations, 

KYC (Know Your Customer) requirements, and even outright bans in some 

jurisdictions. If your goal is to protect your wealth from systemic failures or 

overreach, keeping funds on an exchange is like leaving your gold in a bank vault 

during a financial crisis -- it’s not really yours until you hold it.

Another major limitation is Coinbase’s lack of support for many altcoins and DeFi 

(decentralized finance) projects that could offer better opportunities for growth 

and yield. Coinbase tends to list only the most mainstream assets, often after 

they’ve already seen significant price appreciation. If you’re serious about trading, 

you’ll want access to a broader range of tokens, including smaller-cap gems that 

can deliver outsized returns. Many of these are only available on decentralized 

exchanges (DEXs) like Uniswap or through self-custody wallets like MetaMask. By 

staying on Coinbase, you’re limiting your ability to participate in early-stage 

projects, staking rewards, or yield farming -- all of which can significantly boost 

your portfolio’s performance. The crypto space moves fast, and opportunities 

often arise outside the walled gardens of centralized platforms.
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Privacy is another critical issue. Coinbase, like all regulated exchanges, requires 

extensive personal information to comply with anti-money laundering (AML) laws. 

This means your trading activity, holdings, and even your identity are tied to a 

database that could be accessed by governments, hackers, or malicious insiders. 

In a world where financial surveillance is rampant -- and where central banks are 

pushing for CBDCs (central bank digital currencies) to track every transaction -- 

this lack of privacy is a major vulnerability. Self-custody solutions like MetaMask, 

combined with privacy-focused tools like VPNs or decentralized identity protocols, 

allow you to trade without exposing your entire financial life to third parties. If you 

value anonymity and resistance to censorship, moving off-exchange isn’t just an 

option; it’s a necessity.

So when should you move your crypto off Coinbase? The short answer: as soon as 

you’re comfortable doing so. Start by transferring small amounts to a self-custody 

wallet like MetaMask to get familiar with the process. Once you’ve confirmed you 

can securely store your private keys (preferably using a hardware wallet for larger 

holdings), begin migrating the bulk of your assets. A good rule of thumb is to keep 

only what you need for short-term trading on the exchange -- everything else 

should be in your control. This approach minimizes risk while still allowing you to 

take advantage of Coinbase’s liquidity and ease of use for quick trades. 

Remember, the goal isn’t just to trade crypto; it’s to own it in a way that aligns with 

the principles of decentralization, privacy, and financial freedom.
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For those concerned about the technical hurdles of self-custody, the learning 

curve is well worth the effort. Tools like MetaMask have become increasingly user-

friendly, and resources like Brighteon.AI’s decentralized AI can provide guidance 

without the censorship risks of mainstream platforms. The alternative -- leaving 

your assets on an exchange -- is akin to trusting a bank with your life savings in an 

era where banks are failing, governments are seizing assets, and financial systems 

are weaponized against individuals. Crypto was designed to be a escape hatch 

from this broken system, but only if you take the final step: true ownership.

Finally, consider the bigger picture. Centralized exchanges like Coinbase are part 

of a financial infrastructure that’s increasingly intertwined with the same 

institutions crypto was meant to disrupt. From partnerships with Visa and 

Mastercard to compliance with regulatory bodies that seek to control the flow of 

money, these platforms are not your allies in the fight for financial sovereignty. 

They’re gatekeepers, and their interests will always prioritize their own survival 

over yours. Moving off-exchange isn’t just a technical decision -- it’s a philosophical 

one. It’s a declaration that you refuse to be a passive participant in a rigged 

system. By taking custody of your assets, you’re embracing the original vision of 

crypto: a world where individuals, not institutions, hold the power.
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Chapter 3: Mastering MetaMask 

for Decentralized Trading

In an era where financial freedom is increasingly under threat from centralized 

institutions, taking control of your digital assets is not just wise -- it's necessary. 

MetaMask, a popular cryptocurrency wallet, is a powerful tool for managing your 

decentralized finances, especially when trading on platforms like Coinbase. 

However, installing and setting up MetaMask securely is crucial to protect your 

investments from prying eyes and malicious actors. Let's walk through the process 

step by step, ensuring you're equipped to navigate this space with confidence and 

security.

First, you'll want to download MetaMask from its official website. Avoid third-party 

sources, as they may offer compromised versions of the software. MetaMask is 

available as a browser extension for Chrome, Firefox, Brave, and Edge, as well as a 

mobile app for iOS and Android. Once you've downloaded the extension or app, 

follow the installation prompts. During this process, MetaMask will ask if you're 

new to the platform or if you already have a wallet. Since we're starting fresh, 

select 'Create a Wallet.' This is your first step toward financial sovereignty, free 

from the control of banks and governments.
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Next, MetaMask will generate a unique 12-word seed phrase for you. This seed 

phrase is the key to your wallet and your funds. Write it down on a piece of paper 

and store it in a secure, offline location. Never share this phrase with anyone, and 

never store it digitally where it could be hacked or stolen. This seed phrase is your 

lifeline -- if you lose it, you lose access to your wallet and all its contents. In a world 

where digital surveillance is rampant, safeguarding this phrase is an act of 

defiance against those who seek to control and monitor your financial life.

After securing your seed phrase, you'll be prompted to create a password. This 

password will be used to log in to your MetaMask wallet on your device. Make it 

strong and unique, combining letters, numbers, and symbols. Remember, this 

password is your first line of defense against unauthorized access. Once you've 

set your password, MetaMask will guide you through a quick tutorial on how to 

use the wallet. Pay close attention -- this is where you'll learn how to send and 

receive cryptocurrencies, interact with decentralized applications (dApps), and 

manage your digital assets.

Now that your wallet is set up, it's time to enhance its security. MetaMask offers 

several features to help you do this. First, consider enabling two-factor 

authentication (2FA) if it's available in your region. This adds an extra layer of 

security by requiring a second form of verification before allowing access to your 

wallet. Additionally, MetaMask allows you to create multiple accounts within the 

same wallet. This can be useful for organizing your assets or separating funds for 

different purposes, such as trading, saving, or spending.
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Another crucial security measure is to be mindful of the networks you connect to. 

MetaMask supports various blockchain networks, including Ethereum, Binance 

Smart Chain, and Polygon, among others. Always ensure you're connected to the 

correct network before making any transactions. Scammers often create fake 

networks to trick users into sending funds to the wrong address. Double-checking 

the network can save you from costly mistakes. In a decentralized world, vigilance 

is your best defense against those who seek to exploit the unwary.

Finally, keep your MetaMask software up to date. Developers regularly release 

updates to patch vulnerabilities and improve functionality. By staying current, 

you're not only protecting your wallet but also ensuring you have access to the 

latest features and improvements. Remember, in the world of decentralized 

finance, you are your own bank. There's no customer service to call if something 

goes wrong. This is both the beauty and the challenge of financial freedom -- it's 

entirely in your hands.

As you embark on your journey with MetaMask, always prioritize security. The 

steps outlined here are your foundation, but staying informed and vigilant is key. 

The world of cryptocurrency is dynamic and ever-evolving, much like the fight for 

personal liberty and decentralization. By taking control of your digital assets, 

you're not just investing in cryptocurrency -- you're investing in a future where 

financial freedom is a reality for all.
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Backing Up Your Seed Phrase and Protecting It 

from Theft

In the world of decentralized finance, your seed phrase is your lifeline. It's the key 

to your digital kingdom, and if you lose it, you might as well have thrown your 

crypto assets into a black hole. But fear not, because backing up your seed phrase 

and protecting it from theft is simpler than you might think. Let's dive into how 

you can safeguard your digital wealth with some straightforward, yet effective 

strategies.

First things first, let's talk about what a seed phrase is. Imagine it as a master key 

that unlocks your crypto wallet. It's a series of words generated by your wallet that 

gives you access to your funds. In MetaMask, this seed phrase is crucial because 

it's the only way to recover your wallet if you lose access to your device. Think of it 

like the deed to your house; without it, you can't prove ownership.

Now, let's get to backing up your seed phrase. The golden rule here is to never, 

ever store it digitally. That means no screenshots, no text files, and definitely no 

emails. Digital storage is a big no-no because it's vulnerable to hacks and 

malware. Instead, go old school. Write it down on a piece of paper and store it in a 

secure location. Some people even use metal plates designed for seed phrases to 

protect against fire or water damage. Remember, the goal is to keep it safe from 

both physical and digital threats.
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But writing it down is just the first step. You need to think about where you're 

going to store this piece of paper. A safe deposit box at a bank is a good option, 

but remember, banks are centralized institutions, and we're all about 

decentralization here. So, consider a home safe or a secure, hidden spot in your 

house. Just make sure it's somewhere you won't forget and that's protected from 

potential disasters like floods or fires.

Now, let's talk about protecting your seed phrase from theft. The first line of 

defense is to never share it with anyone. Not your best friend, not your spouse, 

and definitely not some random person on the internet claiming to be from 

MetaMask support. Scammers are getting smarter, and phishing attempts are on 

the rise. Always double-check URLs and never enter your seed phrase on any 

website other than the official MetaMask site.

Another layer of protection is to use a hardware wallet. These are physical devices 

that store your seed phrase offline, making it nearly impossible for hackers to get 

their hands on it. Brands like Ledger and Trezor are popular choices. They're like 

having a personal vault for your crypto assets. Plus, they're easy to use and add an 

extra layer of security to your digital wealth.

But what if someone breaks into your house and steals your hardware wallet or 

that piece of paper with your seed phrase? That's where a passphrase comes in 

handy. A passphrase is an additional word or set of words that acts as a second 

layer of security. Even if someone gets hold of your seed phrase, they won't be 

able to access your wallet without the passphrase. It's like having a second lock on 

your vault.
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Lastly, let's talk about the importance of decentralization and self-reliance. In a 

world where centralized institutions like banks and governments have repeatedly 

shown they can't be trusted, taking control of your own financial security is 

empowering. By backing up your seed phrase and protecting it from theft, you're 

not just securing your crypto assets; you're taking a stand for personal liberty and 

economic freedom. You're saying that you don't need a bank to safeguard your 

wealth; you can do it yourself.

In conclusion, backing up your seed phrase and protecting it from theft is all 

about being proactive and using common sense. Write it down, store it securely, 

never share it, use a hardware wallet, add a passphrase, and embrace the power 

of decentralization. By following these steps, you'll be well on your way to 

mastering MetaMask and securing your digital wealth in the world of 

decentralized trading.
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Connecting MetaMask to Decentralized Exchanges 

(DEXs)
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Connecting MetaMask to Decentralized Exchanges (DEXs) is a crucial step in taking 

control of your financial future and embracing the world of decentralized finance. 

In a world where centralized institutions like governments and big banks often 

seek to control and manipulate our financial systems, decentralized exchanges 

offer a refreshing alternative. They allow you to trade cryptocurrencies directly 

from your wallet, without the need for intermediaries. This not only enhances your 

privacy but also aligns with the principles of economic freedom and self-reliance.

To get started, you'll need to have MetaMask installed as a browser extension or 

on your mobile device. Once you've set up your wallet and secured your seed 

phrase, you're ready to connect to a DEX. Popular DEXs like Uniswap, SushiSwap, 

and PancakeSwap are excellent platforms to begin your decentralized trading 

journey. These platforms are built on blockchain technology, which ensures 

transparency and security, values that are often compromised in traditional 

financial systems.

The process of connecting MetaMask to a DEX is straightforward. Navigate to the 

DEX of your choice and look for the 'Connect Wallet' button, usually found in the 

top right corner of the interface. Clicking this button will prompt a list of 

compatible wallets, including MetaMask. Select MetaMask, and a pop-up will 

appear asking for your permission to connect. This step is crucial as it ensures that 

you are in control of your funds and personal data, a stark contrast to the invasive 

practices of centralized institutions.

Once connected, you'll be able to see your wallet balance and start trading. DEXs 

operate on the principle of peer-to-peer trading, meaning you interact directly 

with the blockchain. This decentralized approach not only eliminates the need for 

a middleman but also reduces the risk of censorship and manipulation. It's a 

powerful way to exercise your financial sovereignty and resist the overreach of 

centralized authorities.
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However, it's important to be aware of the risks involved. While DEXs offer 

numerous benefits, they also come with their own set of challenges. Smart 

contract vulnerabilities, impermanent loss, and the potential for scams are all 

factors to consider. Always do your own research and proceed with caution. 

Remember, the goal is to achieve financial freedom while minimizing risks. As 

Mike Adams from Brighteon.com often emphasizes, being informed and vigilant is 

key to navigating the complexities of the financial world.

One of the most compelling aspects of using MetaMask with DEXs is the ability to 

participate in yield farming and staking. These features allow you to earn passive 

income by providing liquidity to the exchange or staking your tokens. This can be 

a game-changer for those looking to grow their wealth outside the traditional 

banking system. It's a testament to the power of decentralized finance and its 

potential to empower individuals.

In conclusion, connecting MetaMask to DEXs is a significant step towards financial 

independence and self-reliance. It embodies the principles of decentralization, 

privacy, and economic freedom. By taking control of your financial transactions, 

you are not only protecting yourself from the manipulations of centralized 

institutions but also contributing to a more transparent and equitable financial 

system. As we continue to navigate an uncertain future, tools like MetaMask and 

DEXs offer a beacon of hope for those seeking to break free from the shackles of 

traditional finance.
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Adding Custom Tokens and Networks to MetaMask

One of the most powerful features of MetaMask is its ability to connect you to the 

full spectrum of decentralized finance -- not just the mainstream tokens and 

networks pushed by centralized exchanges. If you’ve ever felt frustrated by the 

limited selection on platforms like Coinbase, where only a handful of government-

approved coins are listed, MetaMask hands you the keys to true financial freedom. 

Here, you’re not just a customer; you’re a sovereign participant in a permissionless 

economy. Adding custom tokens and networks to your MetaMask wallet is like 

unlocking a hidden door to a world where you -- not banks, not regulators, and 

not corporate gatekeepers -- decide what assets you hold and where you trade 

them.

Let’s start with custom tokens. Most traders don’t realize that MetaMask doesn’t 

automatically display every token in existence -- only the big-name ones like 

Ethereum or USDT. But the real magic happens when you add tokens that fly 

under the radar of Wall Street and the SEC. Maybe it’s a promising altcoin like 

Cardano or a niche DeFi token that’s gaining traction among privacy-focused 

traders. To add one, you’ll need the token’s contract address, which you can find 

on block explorers like Etherscan or through the project’s official website. Copy 

that address, open MetaMask, click ‘Import Tokens,’ and paste it in. Suddenly, a 

token that was invisible to the mainstream financial system appears in your wallet, 

ready to trade. This is decentralization in action: no middlemen, no arbitrary 

restrictions, just you and the blockchain. As Infowars.com pointed out in their 

analysis of altcoins, platforms like Ethereum and Cardano are competing to build 

the infrastructure of a new financial world -- one where you’re not beholden to the 

whims of Jamie Dimon or the Federal Reserve.
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Now, let’s talk about custom networks. Ethereum’s mainnet is just the tip of the 

iceberg. There are dozens of alternative blockchains -- Binance Smart Chain, 

Polygon, Avalanche, and more -- each offering lower fees, faster transactions, or 

unique features that Ethereum can’t match. Centralized exchanges might ignore 

these networks or charge you an arm and a leg to use them, but MetaMask lets 

you connect directly. Adding a custom network is simple: go to ‘Settings,’ then 

‘Networks,’ and click ‘Add Network.’ You’ll need the network’s RPC URL, chain ID, 

and currency symbol, all of which are usually provided by the network’s official 

documentation. Once added, you can seamlessly swap between Ethereum, 

Binance Smart Chain, or any other network with a click. This is how you bypass the 

bottlenecks and censorship of traditional finance. As Brett Scott warns in 

Cloudmoney, corporates are always looking to co-opt blockchain technology for 

their own control -- but tools like MetaMask put that power back in your hands.

Why does this matter? Because the financial system is rigged. The U.S. dollar is on 

the brink of collapse, as NaturalNews.com has repeatedly documented, with 

investors fleeing to gold, crypto, and other safe-haven assets to escape the Fed’s 

money-printing schemes. Centralized exchanges like Coinbase are just another 

layer of control, subject to government seizures, KYC surveillance, and sudden 

freezes on withdrawals. MetaMask, on the other hand, is your personal gateway to 

a parallel economy -- one where you can trade peer-to-peer, access uncensored 

markets, and hold assets that governments and banks can’t touch. When you add 

custom tokens and networks, you’re not just expanding your portfolio; you’re 

declaring independence from a system that’s designed to exploit you.
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But here’s the catch: with great power comes great responsibility. Not every token 

or network is legitimate. The crypto space is filled with scams, rug pulls, and 

honey pots designed to drain your wallet. That’s why you must verify contract 

addresses and network details from trusted sources before adding anything to 

MetaMask. Stick to well-audited projects, cross-reference information on multiple 

block explorers, and never blindly trust a random link. The beauty of 

decentralization is that no one can force you into a trade -- but that also means no 

one can bail you out if you make a mistake. This is the price of freedom: you’re in 

control, for better or worse.

Let’s not forget the bigger picture. Every time you add a custom token or network, 

you’re voting with your wallet against the centralized financial system that’s failing 

us all. You’re supporting projects that prioritize privacy, transparency, and user 

sovereignty over corporate profits and government overreach. As Mike Adams has 

emphasized in his work on Brighteon.com, the future belongs to those who 

embrace decentralized tools -- whether it’s crypto, private AI, or self-custody 

solutions. MetaMask isn’t just a wallet; it’s a statement. It’s your way of saying, ‘I 

refuse to be a slave to the banking cartel. I refuse to let my wealth be inflated 

away by the Fed. I choose freedom.’

Finally, remember that this isn’t just about trading -- it’s about building a financial 

life that aligns with your values. The same principles that make you skeptical of 

Big Pharma’s poisons or the FDA’s corruption should make you wary of centralized 

crypto platforms. Just as you’d grow your own food to avoid Monsanto’s GMO 

garbage, you should take control of your crypto holdings to avoid the Wall Street 

casino. Adding custom tokens and networks to MetaMask is your first step toward 

a truly self-sovereign financial future. And in a world where governments are 

pushing CBDCs to track and control every transaction, that future might be your 

last line of defense.
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Swapping Tokens on DEXs: Uniswap, PancakeSwap, 

and More

Swapping tokens on decentralized exchanges, or DEXs, is one of the most 

powerful ways to take control of your financial future. Unlike centralized platforms 

like Coinbase -- where your trades are monitored, your funds can be frozen, and 

your identity is tied to every transaction -- DEXs like Uniswap and PancakeSwap 

put you back in the driver’s seat. No middlemen. No arbitrary restrictions. Just you, 

your wallet, and the blockchain. This is how finance was meant to work: peer-to-

peer, transparent, and free from the meddling hands of banks or governments.
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When you swap tokens on a DEX, you’re not just trading -- you’re participating in a 

revolution. Platforms like Uniswap, built on Ethereum, and PancakeSwap, running 

on Binance Smart Chain, operate on automated market makers (AMMs). Think of 

AMMs as digital matchmakers. Instead of relying on traditional order books where 

buyers and sellers haggle over prices, AMMs use liquidity pools -- funds locked in 

smart contracts by other users -- to ensure trades happen instantly at fair market 

rates. You don’t need permission. You don’t need to wait for approval. You just 

connect your MetaMask wallet, select the tokens you want to swap, and execute 

the trade. It’s finance without gatekeepers, and that’s a rare thing in today’s world 

of financial surveillance and control.

But here’s where it gets even better: DEXs don’t just let you trade -- they let you 

earn. By providing liquidity to these pools, you can collect a share of the trading 

fees generated by the platform. It’s a way to put your crypto to work, earning 

passive income without relying on the whims of a centralized authority. Compare 

that to a bank, where your savings earn pennies in interest while inflation quietly 

erodes your purchasing power. On a DEX, you’re not just a customer; you’re a 

stakeholder in the system. And in a world where institutions constantly find new 

ways to extract value from you, that’s a refreshing change.
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Of course, this freedom comes with responsibility. DEXs are trustless by design, 

meaning there’s no customer support line to call if you send funds to the wrong 

address or fall for a scam token. That’s why using a self-custody wallet like 

MetaMask is non-negotiable. With MetaMask, you -- and only you -- control your 

private keys. No exchange can freeze your assets. No government can seize them 

without your consent. This is the kind of financial sovereignty that centralized 

platforms simply can’t offer. It’s also why DEXs have become a target for 

regulators who’d rather you stay dependent on their systems. But as long as you 

stay vigilant -- double-checking contract addresses, researching projects before 

investing, and never sharing your seed phrase -- you’ll be far safer than trusting 

your life savings to a bank that could collapse overnight.

There’s another layer to this, too: DEXs are a direct challenge to the financial 

status quo. The same institutions that print money out of thin air, devalue 

currencies, and trap people in cycles of debt hate decentralized finance. They’ve 

spent decades convincing you that you need them to manage your money. But 

platforms like Uniswap and PancakeSwap prove otherwise. They show that 

markets can thrive without intermediaries skimming profits or governments 

imposing capital controls. This isn’t just about trading tokens -- it’s about 

reclaiming autonomy over your wealth in a system designed to keep you 

dependent.
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Now, let’s talk practicality. Swapping on a DEX is simpler than you might think. 

Once your MetaMask is funded, you’ll connect it to the DEX of your choice. For 

Ethereum-based tokens, Uniswap is the go-to. For Binance Smart Chain tokens, 

PancakeSwap offers lower fees. You’ll select the token you want to swap from and 

the token you want to receive, review the estimated gas fees (the cost of 

processing the transaction on the blockchain), and confirm the trade. Within 

seconds, the swap is complete, and the new tokens are in your wallet. No KYC. No 

waiting periods. Just pure, unfiltered financial freedom.

But remember, this isn’t just about making quick trades -- it’s about being part of a 

movement. Every time you use a DEX, you’re voting with your wallet against a 

system that thrives on control and opacity. You’re supporting a future where 

money isn’t a tool of coercion but a medium of honest exchange. And in a world 

where central banks are racing to replace cash with trackable digital currencies, 

where governments freeze protestors’ bank accounts, and where inflation is used 

as a silent tax on the masses, that future isn’t just preferable -- it’s essential. So 

swap wisely, stay informed, and never forget: the power of decentralized finance 

isn’t just in the technology. It’s in the hands of the people who use it.

References:

- Infowars.com. Mon Alex Hr1 - Infowars.com, December 26, 2022
- NaturalNews.com. IRS crypto tax loopholes and UNA strategies help protect wealth from government 
seizure and fiscal crisis - NaturalNews.com, October 14, 2025
- Mike Adams - Brighteon.com. Brighteon Broadcast News - SUPERLEARNING - Mike Adams - 
Brighteon.com, November 20, 2025
- Mike Adams - Brighteon.com. Health Ranger Report - UNCERTAIN FUTURE - Mike Adams - 
Brighteon.com, November 20, 2025

This book was created at BrightLearn.ai - Verify all critical facts - Create your own book on any topic for free at BrightLearn.ai



Understanding Gas Fees and How to Minimize Them

If you’ve ever sent a transaction on Ethereum -- or any blockchain that uses gas 

fees -- you’ve probably felt that sinking feeling when you see how much it costs 

just to move your own money. Gas fees are the tolls you pay to miners or 

validators for processing your transactions, and they can feel like highway robbery 

when the network is congested. But here’s the good news: you don’t have to 

accept these fees as an unavoidable tax. With the right knowledge, you can 

minimize them, keep more of your hard-earned crypto, and even choose 

platforms that respect your financial sovereignty. Let’s break down what gas fees 

really are, why they exist, and -- most importantly -- how you can outsmart them.

Gas fees aren’t just random charges; they’re the lifeblood of decentralized 

networks like Ethereum. Every time you swap tokens, send ETH, or interact with a 

smart contract, you’re asking the network to do computational work. Miners and 

validators prioritize transactions based on how much gas you’re willing to pay, 

which is why fees skyrocket during peak times -- like when a hot new NFT drop or 

DeFi project goes live. Think of it like bidding for a fast lane on a crowded highway. 

The problem? This system can feel rigged, especially when centralized exchanges 

and institutional players manipulate network demand to their advantage. As Brett 

Scott points out in Cloudmoney, big corporates have repurposed blockchain’s 

infrastructure to serve their own cartels, leaving everyday users footing the bill. 

But unlike traditional banking -- where fees are hidden and non-negotiable -- gas 

fees are transparent, and that transparency is your first tool for fighting back.

This book was created at BrightLearn.ai - Verify all critical facts - Create your own book on any topic for free at BrightLearn.ai



The key to minimizing gas fees starts with timing. Ethereum’s network, for 

example, has predictable cycles of congestion. Tools like Etherscan’s Gas Tracker 

or MetaMask’s built-in gas fee estimator can show you when fees are lowest -- 

typically late at night or on weekends in UTC time zones, when fewer institutional 

traders are active. But timing alone isn’t enough. You also need to adjust your gas 

settings manually. MetaMask defaults to “medium” gas fees, which are often 

higher than necessary. By clicking “Edit” before confirming a transaction, you can 

lower the gas price (measured in gwei) or set a custom nonces to avoid 

overpaying. Just be patient: if the network is slow, your transaction might take 

longer, but that’s a small price to pay for keeping more of your crypto in your 

wallet, not some miner’s.

Another powerful strategy is to use Layer 2 solutions -- secondary networks built 

on top of Ethereum that handle transactions off the main chain, then settle them 

in batches. Platforms like Arbitrum, Optimism, and Polygon (now Polkadot) can 

slash fees by 90% or more while keeping your assets secure. These aren’t just 

technical workarounds; they’re a rebellion against the bloated fees of Layer 1 

chains, which have become playgrounds for whales and institutional players. As 

Infowars.com highlighted in Mon Alex Hr1, altcoins and Layer 2s are where the 

real innovation is happening -- free from the manipulation of centralized 

exchanges. By moving your trading to these layers, you’re not just saving money; 

you’re supporting a more decentralized, user-friendly ecosystem.
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Let’s talk about batching -- one of the most underused tricks for cutting costs. 

Instead of sending five separate transactions, consolidate them into one. This 

works especially well for DeFi activities like yield farming or staking, where 

multiple approvals can rack up fees. Some wallets, like MetaMask, even let you 

bundle transactions automatically. And if you’re trading frequently, consider using 

decentralized exchanges (DEXs) that aggregate liquidity, like 1inch or Matcha. 

These platforms scan multiple DEXs to find you the best rates and the lowest fees, 

often routing your trade through the cheapest path available. It’s a small but 

mighty way to stick it to the fee-hungry middlemen.

Now, here’s a harder truth: some of the worst gas fee gouging happens because 

users don’t realize they have alternatives. Centralized exchanges like Coinbase 

might offer “free” transfers between users, but they’re still profiting from your 

data and limiting your control. True financial sovereignty means self-custody -- 

and that includes choosing chains with lower fees. Networks like Solana, 

Avalanche, or even Bitcoin’s Lightning Network offer near-instant transactions for 

pennies. The catch? You’ll need to bridge your assets over, which can feel technical 

at first. But as Mike Adams emphasized in Brighteon Broadcast News, the extra 

effort is worth it to escape the clutches of a system designed to bleed you dry. 

Every time you opt for a low-fee chain, you’re voting with your wallet for a fairer 

system.
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Finally, never forget that gas fees are a symptom of a larger battle -- one between 

decentralization and the centralized forces trying to co-opt crypto. The same 

institutions pushing CBDCs and digital IDs want you to accept high fees as “just 

the cost of doing business.” But you don’t have to play their game. By timing your 

transactions, leveraging Layer 2s, batching operations, and exploring alternative 

chains, you’re not just saving money; you’re reclaiming control. Crypto was built to 

liberate us from financial gatekeepers, and every satoshi you save is a step toward 

that vision. So next time you see a ridiculous gas fee, don’t just grit your teeth and 

pay it. Ask yourself: How can I route around this? The tools are there. Use them.
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Storing and Managing NFTs in MetaMask

MetaMask isn’t just a wallet for storing cryptocurrencies -- it’s also your gateway to 

managing non-fungible tokens (NFTs) in a way that keeps you in full control. 

Unlike centralized platforms that can freeze your assets or censor your 

transactions, MetaMask lets you hold, view, and trade NFTs directly on the 

blockchain, free from corporate interference. Whether you’re collecting digital art, 

gaming assets, or tokenized real-world items, MetaMask ensures your NFTs stay 

under your custody, not some faceless institution’s.
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To get started, you’ll need to connect MetaMask to an NFT marketplace like 

OpenSea or Rarible. Think of this like plugging a USB drive into your computer -- 

except here, you’re linking your wallet to a decentralized platform where no bank 

or government can block your access. Once connected, your NFTs will 

automatically appear in the “NFTs” tab of your MetaMask wallet. This isn’t just 

convenience; it’s financial sovereignty. No middleman can decide what you own or 

how you use it. If you’ve ever had a PayPal account frozen or a bank transaction 

denied, you’ll appreciate the power of this setup.

But what if you want to move an NFT out of MetaMask? Maybe you’re selling it, 

gifting it, or storing it in a hardware wallet for extra security. The process is 

straightforward: select the NFT, click “Send,” and enter the recipient’s wallet 

address. Unlike traditional systems where transfers can take days and cost fees, 

blockchain transactions settle quickly -- often in minutes -- and with transparent 

fees. Just remember: always double-check the address. Blockchain transactions 

are irreversible, and sending an NFT to the wrong wallet is like mailing cash in an 

envelope with no return address.

Security is where MetaMask truly shines. Since NFTs are stored on the blockchain, 

they’re protected by the same cryptographic principles that secure Bitcoin and 

Ethereum. Your private keys (which you control) are the only way to access them. 

This is the opposite of how banks operate, where your assets are technically their 

property until you withdraw them. With MetaMask, if you lose your private keys, 

you lose access -- but that also means no one else can seize them. For added 

protection, consider using a hardware wallet like Ledger or Trezor to store your 

MetaMask recovery phrase offline. This way, even if your computer is hacked, your 

NFTs remain safe.
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Now, let’s talk about why this matters beyond just convenience. Centralized 

platforms have a history of censoring or delisting NFTs based on arbitrary rules. A 

digital artist’s work might be removed because it “violates community guidelines,” 

or a collector’s assets could be locked during a market downturn. MetaMask 

eliminates this risk. Your NFTs live on the blockchain, governed by code, not 

corporate whims. This aligns with the broader ethos of decentralization: a world 

where individuals, not institutions, control their digital lives.

There’s another layer to this: privacy. When you buy an NFT on a centralized 

exchange, your purchase history is tied to your account, which is often linked to 

your real identity. With MetaMask, you can create multiple wallets, keeping your 

transactions pseudonymous. This isn’t about hiding illegal activity -- it’s about 

protecting your financial privacy in an era where data brokers and governments 

increasingly track every dollar you spend. Tools like MetaMask’s IP obfuscation (via 

VPNs or Tor) add another layer of defense against surveillance.

Finally, remember that NFTs aren’t just jpegs or profile pictures -- they’re a new 

form of property rights. Whether it’s a deed to virtual land in Decentraland or a 

token representing ownership in a decentralized autonomous organization (DAO), 

MetaMask lets you interact with these assets without asking permission. This is 

the future of ownership: borderless, censorship-resistant, and under your control. 

As governments and corporations push for central bank digital currencies (CBDCs) 

that track and restrict spending, tools like MetaMask become essential for 

preserving financial freedom.

In a world where institutions constantly overreach, managing your NFTs in 

MetaMask isn’t just practical -- it’s an act of resistance. It’s a way to opt out of 

systems that treat you as a subject rather than a sovereign individual. So take the 

time to learn it, use it, and share it. The more people who embrace self-custody, 

the harder it becomes for centralized powers to control the digital economy.
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Interacting with Smart Contracts Safely and 

Avoiding Scams

Smart contracts are one of the most powerful tools in decentralized finance, but 

they also come with risks -- especially when you’re dealing with bad actors who 

want to separate you from your hard-earned crypto. The beauty of blockchain is 

that it removes the need for corrupt middlemen like banks or government 

regulators, but that doesn’t mean the space is free from scammers. In fact, 

because crypto is still the Wild West of finance, you’ve got to be extra careful. The 

good news? With the right knowledge, you can interact with smart contracts 

safely, avoid scams, and keep your assets under your control -- where they belong.
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First, let’s talk about what a smart contract actually is. Think of it like a vending 

machine: you put in the exact amount of crypto required, and the contract 

automatically executes the agreement -- whether that’s swapping tokens, staking, 

or buying an NFT. No banker, no bureaucrat, no third party skimming fees off the 

top. Just code. But here’s the catch: if that code has a hidden backdoor or a bug, 

your funds could vanish in seconds. Scammers love to exploit this. They’ll create 

fake contracts that look legitimate, promising high yields or exclusive access, only 

to drain your wallet the moment you connect it. That’s why the first rule of smart 

contract safety is: never interact with a contract you haven’t researched. Use tools 

like Etherscan or DeBank to check the contract’s history, see how long it’s been 

active, and look for red flags like suspicious transactions or anonymous 

developers. If something feels off, trust your gut -- centralized exchanges might lie 

to you, but your instincts won’t.

Another critical step is verifying the contract’s source code. Legitimate projects 

almost always make their code open-source, meaning anyone can audit it. If a 

project claims to be “audited” but won’t show you the audit report -- or worse, the 

code itself -- run. This is a classic tactic of rug-pull scams, where developers 

abandon a project after sucking in investors’ funds. Remember, decentralization is 

about transparency. If a team is hiding something, they’re likely up to no good. For 

extra security, stick to well-known platforms like Uniswap or Aave, where contracts 

have been battle-tested by thousands of users. Even then, always double-check 

the contract address before connecting your wallet. Scammers love to create fake 

“clones” of popular projects with slightly altered addresses -- one wrong character, 

and your crypto could be gone forever.
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Now, let’s talk about wallet security, because even the safest smart contract won’t 

help you if your MetaMask is compromised. Never, ever share your seed phrase -- 

not with “customer support,” not with a “wallet recovery service,” not even with 

your best friend. Your seed phrase is the keys to your kingdom, and scammers will 

pose as helpful experts to trick you into handing it over. Enable two-factor 

authentication (2FA) wherever possible, and consider using a hardware wallet like 

Ledger or Trezor for large holdings. These devices keep your private keys offline, 

making them nearly impossible to hack remotely. Also, be wary of phishing links. A 

common scam is sending fake “wallet update” emails or DMs with malicious links 

that drain your funds when clicked. Always go directly to the official MetaMask site 

or app -- bookmark it to avoid typosquatting scams where fake sites mimic the 

real one.

One of the sneakiest scams in DeFi is the “honeypot” contract. These contracts let 

you buy a token but won’t let you sell it. The price might look like it’s moon, but 

when you try to cash out, the contract blocks the transaction, and your funds are 

stuck. To spot these, check the contract’s “sell tax” or look for warnings on sites 

like TokenSniffer or RugDoc. Another red flag is unrealistic returns. If a project is 

promising 10,000% APY, ask yourself: Where is that money coming from? In 

decentralized finance, high rewards usually mean high risk -- and often, it’s a Ponzi 

scheme where early investors get paid with new investors’ money until the whole 

thing collapses. Stick to projects with sustainable models, and remember, if it 

sounds too good to be true, it almost always is.
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Finally, let’s address the elephant in the room: centralized exchanges (CEXs) are 

not your friends. While platforms like Coinbase might seem safer because they’re 

“regulated,” they’re also prime targets for government overreach, freezing funds, 

or outright theft. We’ve seen it time and again -- exchanges collapsing, users 

locked out, or assets seized under flimsy pretexts. True financial sovereignty 

means self-custody. Use MetaMask to interact directly with decentralized 

exchanges (DEXs) like Uniswap or PancakeSwap, where you maintain control of 

your private keys. Yes, DEXs require more diligence, but that’s the price of 

freedom. And if you’re serious about protecting your wealth, consider diversifying 

into real assets like physical gold or silver -- something the globalists can’t freeze 

with the click of a button.

The crypto space is a battleground between those who want to empower 

individuals and those who want to exploit them. Scammers thrive on fear, greed, 

and ignorance, but you don’t have to be a victim. By verifying contracts, securing 

your wallet, and staying skeptical of “too good to be true” offers, you can navigate 

DeFi safely. And remember: every time you use a smart contract responsibly, 

you’re not just protecting your funds -- you’re pushing back against the centralized 

systems that want to control your money and your life. Stay sharp, stay 

decentralized, and trade wisely.
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Moving Crypto from MetaMask to Cold Storage for 

Long-Term Holding

If you’ve been trading crypto on MetaMask, you already know the thrill of 

decentralized finance -- no banks, no middlemen, just you and your assets. But 

here’s the hard truth: keeping your crypto in a hot wallet like MetaMask is like 

leaving your life savings in a glass jar on the front porch. It’s convenient, sure, but 

it’s also an open invitation to hackers, scammers, and even government 

overreach. The real power of crypto isn’t just in trading; it’s in owning your wealth 

outright, free from the prying eyes of centralized institutions. That’s where cold 

storage comes in.

Cold storage means moving your crypto offline, into a device that’s never 

connected to the internet. Think of it like burying gold in your backyard instead of 

keeping it in a bank vault that could be frozen -- or worse, confiscated -- at any 

moment. The process isn’t complicated, but it does require care. Start by choosing 

a hardware wallet like Ledger or Trezor, both of which are trusted in the 

decentralized community for their security and ease of use. These devices 

generate and store your private keys offline, making them nearly impervious to 

cyberattacks. And unlike a bank, no one can freeze your assets or demand you 

hand over your keys. That’s the beauty of true ownership.
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Now, let’s walk through the steps. First, make sure you’ve got your MetaMask 

wallet backed up. Write down your seed phrase -- the 12 or 24 words that act as 

your master key -- and store it somewhere physically secure, like a fireproof safe. 

Never, ever store it digitally. Next, connect your hardware wallet to your computer 

and follow the setup instructions to create a new wallet or import an existing one. 

Once it’s ready, open MetaMask and navigate to the account you want to move. 

Click on the three dots in the top-right corner, select ‘Account Details,’ and then 

‘Export Private Key.’ This is your ticket to moving funds, but remember: anyone 

with this key owns your crypto. Treat it like the nuclear launch code it is.

With your hardware wallet ready, open its companion software (like Ledger Live or 

Trezor Suite) and find the ‘Receive’ option. This will give you a new address -- your 

cold storage destination. Go back to MetaMask, click ‘Send,’ and paste that 

address. Double-check it, then triple-check it. One wrong character, and your 

crypto could vanish into the void forever. Send a small test amount first. Once it 

arrives safely in your hardware wallet, you can move the rest. Congratulations: 

you’ve just taken a giant leap toward financial sovereignty.

But why stop at just moving your crypto? Cold storage isn’t just about security; it’s 

about resistance. Governments and banks are pushing harder than ever to track, 

tax, and control digital assets. Central Bank Digital Currencies (CBDCs) are the 

ultimate trojan horse -- programmable money that can be frozen, expired, or 

seized on a whim. By moving to cold storage, you’re opting out of that system. 

You’re saying, ‘No, my wealth isn’t yours to monitor or manipulate.’ And in a world 

where financial censorship is becoming the norm, that’s not just smart -- it’s an act 

of defiance.
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Of course, cold storage isn’t without its risks. If you lose your hardware wallet or 

forget your seed phrase, your crypto is gone forever. There’s no ‘Forgot Password?’ 

link to click, no customer service to call. That’s the trade-off for true ownership: 

the responsibility is yours alone. But that’s also the point. In a system rigged to 

favor the wealthy and connected, cold storage levels the playing field. It puts you 

in control, where no banker, politician, or algorithm can touch what’s yours.

Finally, let’s talk about the bigger picture. Crypto isn’t just an investment; it’s a tool 

for liberation. When you hold your assets in cold storage, you’re not just 

protecting them -- you’re preparing for a future where money is honest, 

transactions are private, and financial freedom isn’t a privilege but a right. The 

globalists want you dependent on their systems, their currencies, their rules. But 

every time you move your crypto offline, you’re building a parallel economy -- one 

that values privacy, decentralization, and human dignity over control and 

surveillance. That’s not just trading. That’s revolution.
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