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SEPTEMBER 4
TEXAS TECH

Date: Sept. 4, 2021

Location: NRG Stadium
Series: Houston leads 18-13-1
Last Meeting:

Texas Tech 63, Houston 49 (2018)
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SEPTEMBER 11
AT RICE

Date: Sept. 11,2021
Location: Houston, Texas
Series: Houston leads 31-11
Last Meeting:

Houston 45, Rice 27 (2018)

SEPTEMBER 18
GRAMBLING STATE

Date: Sept. 18,2021

Location: TDECU Stadium

Series: Houston 2-0

Last Meeting:

Houston 47, Grambling State 0 (2014)

SEPTEMBER 25
NAVY

Date: Sept. 25, 2021
Location: TDECU Stadium
Series: Houston leads 5-2
Last Meeting:

Houston 37, Navy 21 (2020)
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OCTOBER1
AT TULSA

Date: Oct. 1,2021 (Friday)
Location: Tulsa, Okla.
Series: Houston leads 25-19
Last Meeting:

Houston 24, Tulsa 14 (2019)

OCGTOBER 7
AT TULANE

Date: Oct. 7, 2021 (Thursday)
Location: New Orleans, La.
Series: Houston leads 18-7
Last Meeting:

Houston 49, Tulane 31 (2020)
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OGTOBE
EAST CAROLINA

Date: Oct. 23, 2021
Location: TDECU Stadium
Series: Tied 7-7

Last Meeting:

Houston 48, ECU 20 (2018)

OCTOBER 30
SMu

Date: Oct. 30, 2021
Location: TDECU Stadium
Series: Houston leads 21-13-1
Last Meeting:

SMU 34, Houston 31(2019)
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NOVEMBER &

AT USF

Date: Nov. 6, 2021
Location: Tampa, Fla.
Series: Houston leads 5-2
Last Meeting:

Houston 56, USF 21 (2020)

NOVEMBER 13
AT TEMPLE

Date: Nov. 13, 2021
Location: Philadelphia, Pa.
Series: Houston leads 6-1
Last Meeting:

Temple 59, Houston 49 (2018)

NOVEMBER 19
MEMPHIS

Date: Nov. 19, 2021 (Friday)
Location: TDECU Stadium
Series: Houston leads 15-14
Last Meeting:

Memphis 30, Houston 27 (2020)

NOVEMBER 27
AT UCONN

Date: Nov. 14, 2020

Location: East Hartford, Conn.

Series: Houston leads 2-1
Last Meeting:
Houston 24, UConn 17 (2019)
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MEDIA INFORMATION
HOUSTON ATHLETICS COMMUNICATIONS

TYLER PIGG
ASSOCIATE AD
Cell: (334) 750-0791
karoger3@central.uh.edu
FOOTBALL, ATHLETICS

The University of Houston is an equal opportunity institution whose programs, services, activities and operations are without discrimination as to sex, color, or national origin and are not opposed to qualified handicapped persons.

JEFF CONRAD ANDREW PATE

ASSISTANT AD DIRECTOR
Cell: (713) 57-3841 Cell: (713) 387-9119
jaconrad@central.uh.edu arpate@central.uh.edu
MEN’S BASKETBALL, MEN'S & WOMEN'S GOLF FOOTBALL, BASEBALL

ALEX BROWN
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
Cell: (281) 753-1318
ashrown7@central.uh.edu
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL, CROSS COUNTRY,
TRACK & FIELD

RYAN LEVINE ALLYSON WARREN
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR TED NANCE COMMUNICATIONS ASSISTANT
Cell: (818) 730-6032 Office: (713) 743-9404

rlevine2@central.uh.edu

VOLLEYBALL, SOFTBALL SOCCER, TENNIS

SWIMMING & DIVING

COACHING STAFF

THE COUGARS

SEASON REVIEW

HISTORY & RECORDS

@UHCougarFB
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MEDIA INFORMATION

CREDENTIALS

Allrequests for working press, radio, television, photography or scouting
credentials should be made online at UHCougars.com/Credentials
ATLEAST ONE WEEK PRIOR TO THE GAME. Season credential requests
should be requested by August 21. Seating in the press boxis for working
media and scouts only.

All space for the working press, radio and television is allocated by
the Houston Athletics Communications Office, which reserves the right
to deny credentials to any outlet. Spouses, dates, children, equipment
carriers and non-workers are restricted from receiving credentials. Any
abuse of a working credential will result in the media agency losing
credential privileges.

Freelance and/or non-daily writers may be asked to produce copies
of actual publications in which their work has appeared.
Admission to the press box is by credential only.

ACCREDITATION GUIDELINES

«  Only full-time, salaried employees intending to provide actual
game coverage may receive credentials.

« Arequesting media agency must represent a collective,
organizational editorial voice, not simply the offerings of a
single individual.

« Membershipinawriters'association does not automatically qualify
an agency for credentials.

«  Previous year's receipt of Houston Athletics credentials and/or
credential requests granted by other Houston sports teams do not

guarantee granting of 2021-22 Houston Athletics credentials.

« Anonline entity, not associated with a traditional media agency,
may qualify for one credential, subject to the following
conditions:

1. An online entity may receive a credential only if
its own full-time staff writes a majority of that
site’s material.

2. Online entities that focus primarily on University
of Houston Athletics and sponsor message boards
or chat rooms, may receive credentials provided
they adhere to a policy that requires that a
posted message or opinion is identified with the
actual name and city of the individual posting
the message.

3. Any online service that is recognized as an outlet
intended primarily for the purpose of delivering
news related to the recruitment of student-athletes
will not qualify for credentials.

4, Online entities (other than those identified above)
registering 50,000 legitimate unique users per
month in each of the past 12 months will be given
first consideration.

HOUSTON ON THE WEB

Houston'’s athletics home page, featuring information on
all 17 sports, can be found at UHCougars.com, the official
website of the Houston Athletics Department.

COLLEGEPRESSBOX.COM

CollegePresshox.com is the official media web site for The
American Athletic Conference. Access and download weekly
game notes, quotes, statistics, media guides and more for the
conference and each of its 11 member schools throughout
the season.

Login information will be distributed to accredited media
or you can apply for a password by sending an e-mail to
password@collegepressbox.com.
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ASSISTANCE

The University of Houston Athletics Communications Office is at
your service to assist you with your coverage of Houston Football.
Associate Athletics Director for Communications Tyler Pigg, Assistant
Athletics Director Jeff Conrad, Director Andrew Pate, Assistant
Director Alex Brown, Assistant Director Ryan Levine and Ted Nance
Communications Assistant Allyson Warren will be happy to serve you
during the 2021 season.

Forinformation regarding credentials, interviews, statistics, photos,
video highlights, press conferences and satellite feeds, please call the
Houston Athletics Communications Office at (713) 743-8998.

The Athletics Communications Office is located in the Ted Nance
Suite (No. 2008) on the second floor of the Athletics/Alumni Center,
located on Cullen Boulevard between Darryl & Lori Schroeder Park and
Fertitta Center. If available, parking will be provided in the front lot of
the Athletics/Alumni Center.

INTERVIEWS

Head Coach Dana Holgorsen, assistant coaches and student-athletes
are available for interviews throughout the 2021 season. With games
taking place on Thursday, Friday and Saturday, please check with
the Houston Athletic Communications Office for media availability
week to week.

The locker, training and weight rooms along with team meeting
rooms and hallways inside the Athletics/Alumni Center are off-limits
to reporters unless escorted by a member of the Houston Athletics
Communications Office.

The Houston Athletics Communications Office does not release
student-athletes’ phone numbers.

MEDIA WILL CALL

Credentials may be picked up throughout the day before a game in
the Athletics Communications Office. Credentials not mailed or picked
up will be held at media will call, located at Gate 3 on the north side
of TDECU Stadium.

PHOTOGRAPHERS

Only accredited photographers on assignment from recognized
media outlets will be issued sideline credentials. No freelance
photographers will be admitted to the sidelines.

All photographers must obtain and wear an armband (available
in the press box on game days) and a media pass to shoot. NCAA rules
limit shooting to outside the restraining line enclosing the playing field
and outside the 10-yard lines (the team areas). Children under 18 years
old are not permitted on the sideline.

The University of Houston is, and shall be, the sole owner of any
and all copyrights, intellectual property rights and proprietary rights
for images, sounds and data arising from or during Houston home
athletics contests.

PARKING

Separate parking passes WILL be needed to enter the media portion
of the stadium parking garage at TDECU Stadium. Parking is limited and
approval of credentials does not constitute approval of parking passes.

PRESS BOX

The TDECU Stadium Press Box is located on the third floor of the
south side of TDECU Stadium and is accessible through elevators located
on the south side.

REFRESHMENTS

Media meals and drinks will be available to working media members
on the third floor of the press box. These meals will be provided at 90
minutes prior to kickoff.

STATISTICAL SERVICES

Stats are available online at Houston.Statbroadcast.com.
Postgame quotes from head coach Dana Holgorsen, student-athletes
and the visiting coach will be distributed via email after the game.

Statistics will be emailed to those media who request such service
following the game and will be posted at UHCougars.com.To make an
email request, please see a member of the Athletics Communications
staffin the press box.

POSTGAME INTERVIEWS

Houston maintains a closed-locker room policy. With approximately
five minutes remaining in the game, members of the media will
be escorted to the field by a member of the Houston Athletics
Communications Staff.

Following a cooling off period, Head Coach Dana Holgorsen and
selected Houston student-athletes will be made available to the media.

Each visiting team will set its own postgame interview policy, which
will be announced in the fourth quarter.

VIDEO SERVICES

The University of Houston's Athletics Communications Office can
provide video highlights to networks and television stations through
Houston Athletics Video Production Department.

The Department has editing and studio facilities inside the Athletics/
Alumni Center and can reproduce highlights and other materials upon
receipt of requester’s FTP information. Please make requests at least
two days in advance at (713) 743-9420.

Video, including b-roll from games and practice, is available on
The American Athletic Conference’s FTP site for media. For access,
please contact Chuck Sullivan from The American at csullivan@
theamerican.org.

WEEKLY PRESS CONFERENCE

Members of the working media are invited to attend a weekly press
conference with Head Coach Dana Holgorsen. The press conference
will be held inside the Jim Nantz Media Room inside Fertitta Center
during the 2021 season.

For dates and times of the press conference, email the Houston
Athletics Communications Office. Fans and alumni are not allowed
entrance.
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NUMERICAL ROSTER

ROSTERS

ALPHABETICAL ROSTER

Z NO NAME POS | No. Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Yr. Hometown (Previous School)
(<) 0 Derek Parish*** DL/FB | 50 Hakeem Ajijolaiya DL 6-2 320 R-Fr. Katy, Texas (Tompkins HS)
»n 1 Nathaniel Dell* WR | 2 Deontay Anderson** S 6-2 225 Sr. Houston, Texas (Ole Miss)
E 1 Bryson Smith*** WR | 12 David Anenih*** DL 6-3 240 Sr. Arlington, Texas (Mansfield Timberview HS)
75 2 Deontay Anderson®*** LB | 54 Joshua Atkins oL 6-4 290 Fr. Mansfield, Texas (Mansfield Timber HS)
’n"lnI 3 Donavan Mutin** LB | 71 MaxBanes* oL 6-5 310 So. Houston, Texas (St. Thomas HS)
(= 3 (layton Tune*** QB | 56 Latrell Bankston DL 6-0 300 . Woodstock, Ga. (lowa State)
(47} 4 Ta'Zhawn Henry RB | 64 Dennis Bardwell** oL 6-7 310 Sr. Huffman, Texas (Hargrave HS)
5 Hasaan Hypolite* S | 41 BubbaBaxa K 6-0 210 . Pasadena, Texas (Miami)
6 Damarion Williams** (B | 90 JustinBeadles DL 6-5 235 Fr. Tyrone, Ga. (Virginia Tech)
8 Marcus Jones* (B | 46 Davis Beal LS 6-0 220 R-Fr. Austin, Texas (Vandegrift HS)
8 Chandler Smith*** RB | 93 AtliasBell DL 6-1 280 . New Orleans, La. (lowa Western (C)
[y 9 JoVanni Stewart* LB | 70 Jordan Boatman oL 6-6 295 Ir. The Woodlands, Texas (College Park HS)
[y 10 Sofian Massoud QB | 53 Derek Bowman 0L 6-5 270 Fr. Magnolia, Texas (Magnolia HS)
E 10 Chidozie Nwankwo* DL | 82 MattBymes TE 6-6 235 Fr. Chicago, Ill. (lowa Western (C)
W 12 David Anenih**** DL | 34 Mulbah Car*** RB 5-11 209 Sr. Austin, Texas (John H. Reagan HS)
(L) 12 Ke'Andre Street IR | 40 Jordan Carmouche* LB 6-2 230 Ir. Manvel, Texas (Navarro JC)
E 13 Jeremy Singleton* WR | 20 KeSean Carter WR 5-11 190 I3 The Woodlands, Texas (Texas Tech)
x 13 Sedrick Williams DL | 96 Nelson Ceaser DL 6-3 245 R-Fr. Missouri City, Texas (Ridge Point HS)
Q 14 Ike Ogbogu QB | 99 Olivier Charles-Pierre** DL 6-2 370 Sr. Laval, Quebec (New Mexico Military Institute)
§ 14 Mannie Nunnery LB | 18 Kelvin Clemmons @B 6-1 195 Ir. Tampa, Fla. (Minnesota)
(31 15 Jaylen Erwin WR | 62 Gabe Cossey oL 6-6 330 r. Klein, Texas (Klein HS)
15 Mark Wilson S | 88 Shane Creamer TE 6-3 230 Sr. Del Rio, Texas (Del Rio HS)
16 Holman Edwards QB | 37 Deondre Danshy S 58 170 R-Fr. Dallas, Texas (South Oak Cliff HS)
16 Jayce Rogers* @B | 1 Nathaniel Dell* WR 5-10 155 So. Daytona Beach, Fla. (Independence (C)
17 Seth‘Green TE | 34 Dylan Dixon B 5-6 170 R-Fr. Houston, Texas (St. Thomas HS)
v 18 Kelvin Clemmons (B | 30 Alexander Duke DL 6-2 245 Ir. Bellaire, Texas (Bellaire HS)
o 18 Maddqx Kopp QB | 81 Darius Edmonds WR 6-4 205 Fr. Humble, Texas (Atascocita HS)
X 19 CJ. Guidry WR | 16 Holman Edwards QB 6-3 200 So. French Camp, Miss. (East Central CC)
Q 19 Alex Hogan B | 89 Parker Eichenberger* TE 6-3 225 Sr. Katy, Texas (Katy HS)
]
(] 20 KeSean Carter WR | 35 Jalen Emery B 5-9 160 Fr. Pearland, Texas (Shadow Creek HS)
Q 2 Gleson Sprewell* S | 15 Jalen Erwin WR 51 180 St Charlotte, N.C. (UCLA)
§ 21 Stacey Sneed' RB | 63 James Faminu oL 6-6 350 Fr. London, England (London Academy)
[y 2 Al'f"“ MFC?Skgl RB | 75 Jack Freeman® oL 6-3 290 So. Midlothian, Texas (Heritage HS)
;i ka'"Ge Wilkins (E 43 James Fullbright I RB 56 200 RF Waco, Texas (Midway HS)
rt Green 51 Jalen Garner LB 6-1 210 Fr. Norcross, Ga. (Norcross HS)
2 Malik RObi“SO" LB | 56 JacobGarza K 6-3 210 r. Corpus Christi, Texas (Veterans Memorial HS)
% DJ. Small B | 57 Gavin Gately LS 6-5 225 So. Milwaukie, Ore. (College of the Siskiyous)
i *K
2 Al GG LB | 26 Hiijah Gooden™* M 61 215 . Boling, Texas (Boling HS)
§ 26 Ja'Kori Morgan IR 80 Dekalen Goodson TE 6-2 240 So. Tyler, Texas (John Tyler HS)
H 27 Raylen Sh.ar.pe - RB 23 ArtGreen (B 6-2 210 Ir. Chesterfield, Mo. (Hutchinson CC)
— 2 Amaud W'”'Sfpzlton LB 17 Seth Green TE 6-4 240 Sr. Woodbury, Minn. (Minnesota)
§ 28 Thabo Mwan.lkl 5 29 Demarcus Griffin-Taylor S 5-9 185 Fr. Riverside, Calif. (Independence (C)
= D Demarcus Grffin-Taylor S 1 19 CJGuidy WR 59 165 Fr. Pearland, Texas (Shadow Creek HS)
(<) 2 Kelan Walker - RB 92 Logan Hall*** DL 6-6 260 Ir. Belton, Texas (Belton HS)
»n 30 Alexander Duke DL 4 Ta'Zhawn Henry RB 5-7 170 . Houston, Texas (Texas Tech)
5 30 Jake Herslow = WR 30 Jake Herslow WR 6-0 176 Sr. Virginia Beach, Va. (0ld Dominion)
W 32 ger\{arrlu\; Ow;:ns 2 19 AlexHogan (B 5-1 190 Ir. Houston, Texas (Texas Tech)
asaan Hypolite - 0. resno, Texas (Colorado
:i i audin 2 | 5 Hasaan ypoie s sm 205 S Fresno, Texas (Colorado)
EHDGAIET 72 Tank Jenkins oL 6-3 350 So. Montgomery, Ala. (Texas A&M)
34 Mulbah Car**** RB
v Dvian Di B 61 Benil Johnson oL 6-3 290 So. Houston, Texas (Texas A&M-Commerce)
g 5 Ry ?n Sl);]on %8 73 Cam'Ron Johnson oL 6-4 305 R-Fr. Houston, Texas (Shadow Creek HS)
(o dylen harpe 44 D'Anthony Jones DL 6-2 270 Ir. Lawndale, Calif. (Long Beach City College)
35 Jalen Emery B -
=] 3% Jamel Stark m 8  Marcus Jones B 5-8 185 Sr. Enterprise, Ala. (Troy)
l-lu.l 3% l\:’rlr(]:We?crhS g 18 Maddox Kopp QB 6-5 210 Fr. Houston, Texas (St. Thomas HS)
(= 3 D;on e Dansh < 94 Garfield Lawrence DL 6-4 260 Fr. Tyler, Texas (Tyler Legacy HS)
(4.} 3 Theron SToo sy G 39 Shaun Lewis** B 6-0 180 I Houston, Texas (Westfield HS)
S 39 Shatn Lewisf** G 41 TJ. Marshall LB 6-1 195 Fr. Pearland, Texas (Shadow Creek HS)
g m Jordan Garmouche™ B 10 Sofian Massoud QB 6-1 190 Fr. Katy, Texas (Cy Lakes HS)
[ 7 Bubba Baxa® K 22 Alton McCaskill RB 6-1 200 Fr. Conroe, Texas (Oak Ridge HS)
E ] TJ Marshall B 84 (Cole McGowan* WR 6-0 190 Sr. Magnolia, Texas (Magnolia HS)
x B J;n'nes Fulbrightll 6 26 Ja'Kori Morgan IR 6-2 210 So. Houston, Texas (Clear Lake HS)
m DiAnthony Jognes oL 77 Keenan Murphy*** oL 6-3 298 Sr. (roshy, Texas (Crosby HS)
% Davis Beal S 3 Donavan Mutin** LB 6-0 230 I Spring, Texas (Klein Collins HS)
7 Dalton Witherspaon™ K 28 Thabo Mwaniki* S 5-11 190 I Denton, Texas (Oklahoma State)
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NUMERICAL ROSTER ALPHABETICAL ROSTER
NO NAME POS | No. Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Yr. Hometown (Previous School)
50 Hakeem Ajijolaiya DL |95 Jamykal Neal* DL 6-1 315 . Charlotte, N.C. (Hutchinson (C)
51 Jalen Garner LB | 58 UgonnaNnanna oL 6-4 265 Fr. Sequin, Texas (Arlington, Texas)
51 Kyle Ramsey* K | 14 Mannie Nunnery S 6-2 205 R-Fr. Pearland, Texas (Shadow Creek HS)
52 Almarion Crim OL |10 Chizdozie Nwankwo DL 5-11 293 Fr. Richmond, Texas (Foster HS)
52 Ken Savanah LB | 14 IkeOghogu QB 6-1 205 Ir. San Jose, Calif. (Bellarmine College Prep)
53 Derek Bowman OL | 54 Blake Okoye LB 6-2 205 Fr. Spring, Texas (Klein Collins HS)
54 Joshua Atkins OL |32 Gervarrius Owens** S 6-0 200 I, Moore, Okla. (NE Oklahoma A&M)
54 Blake Okoye LB | 0  Derek Parish*** DL/FB 6-2 245 . Pearland, Texas (Pearland HS)
56 Latrell Bankston DL |76 Patrick Paul oL 6-7 305 R-Fr. Houston, Texas (Jersey Village HS)
56 Jacob Garza LS | 51 Kyle Ramsey* K 6-3 180 So. Missouri City, Texas (Ridge Point HS)
57 Gavin Gately LS | 82 DylanRobinson WR 6-1 205 r. Humble, Texas (Atascocita HS)
58 Ugonna Nnanna OL | 24  Malik Robinson LB 6-0 220 Ir. Snellville, Ga. (Fort Scott CC)
59 Carson Walker OL |16 Jayce Rogers @® 5-8 165 Ir Valdosta, Ga. (Northwest Mississippi CC)
61 Benil Johnson OL | 65 Kody Russey oL 6-2 292 Sr. Burleson, Texas (Louisiana Tech)
62 Gabe Cossey OL | 52 KenSavanah LB 5-11 220 R-Fr. Stafford, Texas (Stafford HS)
63 James Faminu OL |83 Peyton Sawyer WR 5-11 173 So. League City, Texas (Clear Spring HS)
64 Dennis Bardwell*** OL | 27 Raylen Sharpe RB 5-8 150 Fr. Allen, Texas (Allen HS)
65 Kody Russey OL |13 Jeremy Singleton** WR 6-0 185 . New Orleans, La. (Brother Martin HS)
70 Jordan Boatman* OL |25 DJ.Small B 5-10 190 Ir. Dickinson, Texas (Dickinson HS)
71 Max Banes* oL |1 Bryson Smith** WR 6-0 170 . Tyler, Texas (John Tyler HS)
72 Tank Jenkins OL |8 Chandler Smith* RB 5-6 184 Sr. Spring, Texas (Oak Ridge HS)
3 Cam'Ron Johnson OL |21 Stacey Sneed RB 511 175 Fr. Arlington, Texas (Mansfield Timbeview HS)
74 Reuben Unije* OL | 21 Gleson Sprewell* S 6-2 195 . Surprise, Ariz. (Mesa (()
5 Jack Freeman* OL |35 Jamel Starks RB 5-10 187 Fr. Decatur, Ga. (Louisville)
76 Patrick Paul OL | 9 JoVanni Stewart* 1B 59 190 Sr. Katy, Texas (West Virginia)
77 Keenan Murphy™** OL | 72 KeAndre Street IR 63 200 R-Fr. Tyler, Texas (John Tyler HS)
i) Chayse Todd OL | 38" Theron Stroops (B 6-1 190 Fr. Lancaster, Texas (Lancaster HS)
80 Dekalen Goodson TE | 87 Trevonte Sylvester TE 6-5 240 Fr. Breaux Bridge, La. (Breaux Bridge HS)
81 Darius Edmonds WR | 98" Rafal Szymanski DL 6-4 230 Fr. Olsztyn, Poland (New Mexico Military Institute)
82 Dylan Robinson WR | 79 Chayse Todd oL 6-2 290 R-Fr. Croshy, Texas (Croshy HS)
8 Peyton Sawyer WR | 85 Christian Trahan™* TE 6-3 245 Ir. Sulphur, La. (Sulphur HS)
84 Cole McGowan** WR | 37 Clayton Tune™** B 63 215 I Carrollton, Texas (Hebron HS)
8 Christian Trahan*** TE | 74" Reuben Unije* oL 6-5 305 R-So. Bradenton, Fla. (Coahoma (()
86 Khiyon Watfer WR | 337 Garrison Vaughn* S 6-2 198 So. Belton, Texas (Belton HS)
87 Trevonte Sylvester TE | 86 Khiyon Wafer WR 6-1 180 Fr. Frisco, Texas (Independence HS)
8 Shane C.reamer** It 33 CashWalker WR 5-1 175 Fr. Argyle, Texas (Argyle HS)
8 Parker Eichenberger** TE 1 29 Kelan Walker RB 5-11 230 So. DeSoto, Texas (DeSoto HS)
0 Justin Beadles DL 36 Mike Welch S 5-10 185 Fr. Dickinson, Texas (Dickinson HS)
2 L°93“ Hall* DL 22 Laine Wilkins* P 6-2 210 Fr. Perth, Australia (Prokick Australia)
9 Atlias Bell* DL 6 Damarion Williams** (B 5-11 180 Sr. Atlanta, Ga. (Highland CC)
A Garfield Lawrfnce DL 13 Sedrick Williams DL 6-1 302 . Houma, La. (Kilgore College)
% Jamykal Neal DL 27 Amaud Willis-Dalton* LB 6-1 200 . (ypress, Texas (Cypress Ranch HS)
o Lo s - i 47  Dalton Witherspoon*** K 59 175 St Moore, Okla. (NE Oklahoma A&M)
98 Rafal Szymanski DL
99 Oliver Charlies-Pierre** DL
PRONUNCIATION GUIDE
Hakeem AJIJOLAIYA . .Ah-jij-o-laya  TAZHAWN Henry.. ...Tay-Zon ke 0GBOGU.. .Oh-bog-you  KELAN Walker
DEONTAY Anderson .. ...Dee-on-tay  SOFIAN MASSOUD ...S0-Fee-an Ma-Sued  Blake OKOYE. .Oh-Koy-yay ~ DAMARION Williams....
David ANENIH.. JA'KORI Morgan GLESON Sprewell...
MULBAH Car.... Donavan MUTIN ... THERON Stroops.....
Jordan CARMOUCHE THABO MWANIKI .Taw-bo Mwah-nee-kee ~ RAFAL SZYMANSKI
OLIVER Charles-Pierre ... ...0-liv-ee-ay ~ UGONNA NNANNA ..You-Gone-Uh Naan-uh  Christian TRAHAN........coccoummmrcccerrrrrrnnnns Tray-han
Parker EICHENBERGER ... lke-In-Burger  Mannie NUNNERY Nun-er-ree  Reuben UNIJE.... .UN-nee-jee
DEKALEN Goodson Duh-Kalen  CHIDOZIE NWANKWO .Chi-Doz-ee Nwah-Co  KHIYON Wafer....
© ©) © muHcousarrs #GOCO0GS
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COACHING STAFF

THE COUGARS

SEASON REVIEW

HISTORY & RECORDS

HOUSTON QUICK FACTS

Location: Houston, Texas

Founded: 1927

Nickname: Cougars

Colors: Scarlet and White

Conference: American Athletic Conference
Enrollment: 46,000

Stadium: TDECU Stadium (40,000)
Chancellor: Dr. Renu Khator

Vice President for Athletics: Chris Pezman
Primary Football Contact: Tyler Pigg (tepigg@central.uh.edu; 334-750-0791)
Website: UHCougars.com

Facebook: Houston Cougars Football
Twitter & Instagram: @UHCougarFB

FOOTBALL INFORMATION

2020 Overall Record: 3-5

2020 Conference Record (Standing): 3-4 (sixth place)

All-Time Record: 445-378-15 (.540)

*Not including three overall wins vacated due to NCAA penalty during the 2018 season (original record: 445-
373-15 overall)

COACHING STAFF

Name (Alma Mater, Year) Title
Dana Holgorsen (lowa Wesleyan, 1993) Head Coach
Doug Belk (Carson-Newman, 2010).......... Associate Head Coach/Defensive Coordinator/Safeties
Shannon Dawson (Wingate, 2001) ... Passing Game Coordinator/Quarterbacks
Brandon Jones (Texas Tech, 2006) ..Running Game Coordinator/Offensive Line
Marquel Blackwell (USF, 2002) Running Backs
Brian Early (Arkansas-Monticello, 1994) Defensive Line
Archie McDaniel (Texas A&M, 2005) Linebackers
Corby Meekins (Sam Houston State, 1990) ...........c.vceereeememmmmmmmmnrnnnens Tight Ends/Inside Receivers
Mark Scott (Hillsdale College, 2007) Special Teams Coordinator
Daikiel Shorts, Jr. (West Virginia, 2017) Wide Receivers

2020 RESULTS

Date Opponent (final Record) W/L Score Attend. v
Oct.8 Tulane (3-5) w 49-31 8,164 ESPN
Oct. 16 BYU (11-) L 26-43 10,092 ESPN
Oct.24  atNavy ) w 37-21 3,600 (BSSN
0ct.31  UCF (64 L 21-44 8,630 ESPN+
Nov.7 atNo. 6 Cincinnati (9-1) L 10-38 - ABC
Nov. 14 USF (1-8) W 56-21 8,266 ESPN2
Dec. 12 at Memphis (5-3) L 27-30 9,475 ESPN2
Dec.24  Hawaii # (5-4) L 14-28 2,060 ESPN

# - New Mexico Bowl (Frisco, Texas - Toyota Stadium)

RETURNING STATISTICAL LEADERS (2020 sTATS)

Rushing Att Yds Avg TD Avg/G Lg

Clayton Tune 72 253 35 5 31.6 26

Mulbah Car 52 192 37 2 274 26

Passing Comp Att Int Pct Yds ™ Eff
Clayton Tune 106 179 9 59.2 1533 n 141.38
Receiving Rec  Yds Avg TD Avg/G Lg
Nathaniel Dell 29 428 14.8 3 535 54

Christian Trahan 22 294 134 3 36.8 34

Tackles UT AT TT TFL Sack Int PBU FF FR
Thabo Mwaniki 25 8 33 1.0 - 1-0 2 - -
Hasaan Hypolite 17 13 30 205 - 1-0 T - -
Gervarrius Owens 18 10 28 203 - - 2 - -

WHO RETURNS IN 2021

Offensive Lettermen Returning (15)

OL Max Banes, OL Dennis Bardwell, TE Shane Creamer, TE Parker Eichenberger, OL Jack Freeman,
TE Dekalen Goodson, WR Cole McGowan, WR Ja'Kori Morgan, WR Jeremy Singleton, WR Bryson
Smith, RB Chandler Smith, TE Christian Trahan, QB Clayton Tune, OL Reuben Unije, RB Kelan
Walker

Defensive Lettermen Returning (22)

S Deontay Anderson, DL David Anenih, DL Atlias Bell, LB Jordan Carmcouhe, DL Olivier
Charles-Pierre, DL Alexander Duke, (B Art Green, DL Logan Hall, S Hasaan Hypolite, CB Marcus
Jones, (B Shaun Lewis, S Thabo Mwaniki, DL Jamykal Neal, LB Mannie Nunnery, DL Chidozie
Nwankwo, DL Derek Parish, LB Malik Robinson, (B Jayce Rogers, CB D.J. Small, SAM Jovanni
Stewart, (B Damarion Williams, LB Amaud Willis-Dalton

Special Teams Lettermen Returning (5)
LS Jacob Garza, LS Gavin Gately, K Bubba Baxa, P Laine Wilkins, K Dalton Witherspoon

Lettermen Lost (11)

WR Tre'von Bradley, WR Keith Corbin, OL Braylon Jones, SAM Jordan Moore, OL Keenan Murphy,
OL Gio Pancotti, DL Taures Payne, RB Kyle Porter, WR Marquez Stevenson, LB Grant Stuard, DL
Payton Turner

COUGARS BY CLASS

Seniors (14): LB Deontay Anderson+, DL David Anenih+, OL Dennis Bardwell, RB Mulbah
Car+, DL Olivier Charles-Pierre, TE Shane Creamer, TE Parker Eichenberger, WR Jake Herslow,
(B Marcus Jones, WR Cole McGowan, RB Chandler Smith+, LB Jovanni Stewart+, (B Damarion
Williams, K Dalton Witherspoon

Juniors (31): DL Latrell Bankston, DL Atlias Bell, OL Jordan Boatman, LB Jordan Carmouche,
WR KeSean Carter, (B Kelvin Clemmons, TE Shane Creamer, DL Alexander Duke, TE Parker
Eichenberger, LB Elijah Gooden, DL Logan Hall, (B Alex Hogan, DL D'’Anthony Jones, (B Shaun
Lewis, DL Brian Merritt*, LB Donavan Mutin, S Thabo Mwaniki, DL Jamykal Neal, QB Ike Oghogu,
S Gervarrius Owens, DL Derek Parish, LB Malik Robinson, (B Jayce Rogers, WR Jeremy Singleton,
(B D.J. Small, WR Bryson Smith, S Gleson Sprewell, TE Christian Trahan, QB Clayton Tune, DL
Sedrick Williams, LB Amaud Willis-Dalton

Sophomores (14): OL Max Banes, WR Nathaniel Dell, QB Holman Edwards, OL Jack Freeman,
LS Gavin Gately, TE Dekalen Goodson, S Hasaan Hypolite, DL Benil Johnson, WR Ja'Kori Morgan,
K Kyle Ramsey, WR Peyton Sawyer, OL Reuben Unije, S Garrison Vaughn, RB Kelan Walker

Redshirt Freshmen (12): DL Hakeem Ajijolaiya, LS Davis Beal, DL Nelson Ceaser, S Deondre
Danshy, CB Dylan Dixon, RB James Fullbright Il, OL Cam'Ron Johnson, LB Mannie Nunnery, OL
Patrick Paul, LB Ken Savanah, WR Ke'Andre Street, OL Chayse Todd

Freshmen (32): OL Joshua Atkins, OL Derek Bowman, DL Justin Beadles, TE Matt Bymes,

OL Almarion Crim, WR Darius Edmonds, CB Jalen Emery, OL James Faminu, LS Jacob Garza,

S Demarcus Griffin-Taylor, (B C.J. Guidry, QB Maddox Kopp*, DL Garfield Lawrence, LB T.J.
Marshall, RB Alton McCaskill, QB Sofian Massoud, OL Ugonna Nnanna, DL Chidozie Nwankwo,
WR Dylan Robinson, P Jake Ruiz, RB Raylen Sharpe, RB Stacy Sneed, RB Jamel Starks, DL Rafal
Szymanski, CB Theron Stroops, OL Trevonte Sylvester, S Mike Welch, WR Khiyon Wafer, OL Carson
Walker, WR Cash Walker, P Laine Wilkins, S Mark Wilson

+ Super Senior

2021 HOUSTON FOOTBALL MEDIA GUIDE
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ATA GLANCE

WHAT RETURNS BY %
Rushing Yards
Passing Yards
Receiving Yards.................
PuntReturnYards...............
Kickoff Return Yards
SCOMNG e
Total Offense...................
All-PurposeYards...............
FieldGoals.....................
PuntingYards .......
Tackles.............

Interceptions. ..................
Fumbles Recovered
FumblesForced ................

RETURNING STARTERS
Offensive Starters Returning (8)
OL Dennis Bardwell

WR Nathaniel Dell

OL Jack Freeman

OL Patrick Paul

WR Jeremy Singleton

TE Christian Trahan

QB Clayton Tune

OL Reuben Unije

Defensive Starters Returning (9)
LB Deontay Anderson

DL David Anenih

DL Logan Hall

S Hasaan Hypolite

(B Marcus Jones

DL Chidozie Nwankwo

S Gervarrius Owens

LB Jovanni Stewart

(B Damarion Williams

Specialists Starters Returning (2)
LS Jacob Garza

LS Gavin Gately

K Dalton Witherspoon

P Laine Wilkins

Offensive Starters Lost (3)
OL Braylon Jones

OL Keenan Murphy

WR Marquez Stevenson

Defensive Starters Lost (2)
LB Grant Stuard
DL Payton Turner

Specialists Starters Lost (0)
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2016 SIGNING CLASS (1)
RB Mulbah Car

2017 SIGNING CLASS (11)

DL David Anenih, OL Dennis Bardwell, DL
Alexander Duke, TE Parker Eichenberger, LB
Elijah Gooden, DL Derek Parish, WR Jeremy
Singleton, (B D.J. Small, WR Bryson Smith, S
Amaud Willis-Dalton, K Dalton Witherspoon

2018 SIGNING CLASS (12)

OL Max Banes, OL Jack Freeman, TE Dekalen
Goodson, DL Logan Hall, WR Ja'Kori Morgan,
LB Donavan Mutin, WR Peyton Sawyer, S
Gleson Sprewell, TE Christian Trahan, QB
(layton Tune, S Garrison Vaughn, RB Kelan
Walker

2019 SIGNING CLASS (12)

LB Deontay Anderson, DL Atlias Bell, DL

Nelson Ceaser, DL Olivier Charles-Pierre, OL
Cam'Ron Johnson, DL Jamykal Neal, LB Mannie
Nunnery, OL Patrick Paul, DL Taures Payne, WR
Ke'Andre Street, OL Chayse Todd, (B Damarion
Williams

2020 SIGNING CLASS (21)

OL Derek Bowman, WR Nathaniel Dell, WR
Darius Edmonds, DL D'’Anthony Jones, OL
James Faminu, RB Ta'’Zhawn Henry, OL Tank
Jenkins, QB Sofian Massoud, OL Ugonna
Nnanna, DL Chidozie Nwankwo, S Gervarrius
Owens, WR Dylan Robinson, LB Malik
Robinson, (B Jayce Rogers, RB Stacy Sneed, OL
Trevonte Sylvester, OL Reuben Unije, S Mike
Welch, P Laine Wilkins, WR Khiyon Wafer, DL
Sedrick Williams

2021 SIGNING CLASS (20)

OL Joshua Atkins, TE Matt Byrnes, DL Latrell
Bankston®, DL Justin Beadles, S Antonio
Brooks, OL Almarion Crim, WR KeSean Carter*,
QB Holman Edwards, CB Jalen Emery, LB Jalen
Garner, WR C.J. Guidry, CB Alex Hogan*, QB
Maddox Kopp*, DL Garfield Lawrence, RB
Alton McCaskill, OL Kody Russey*, RB Jamel
Starks, CB Theron Stroops, OL Carson Walker, S
Mark Wilson*

* Enrolled in January 2021

WALK-ONS NOW SCHOLARSHIP (8)

OL Jordan Boatman, LB Jordan Carmouche, TE
Shane Creamer, S Hasaan Hypolite, CB Shaun
Lewis, WR Cole McGowan, S Thabo Mwaniki,
RB Chandler Smith

WALK-ONS (19)

K Bubba Baxa, LS Davis Beal, OL Gabe Cossey,
S Deondre Dansby, CB Dylan Dixon, RB James
Fullbright Ill, LS Jacob Garza, LS Gavin Gately,
WR Jake Herslow, OL Benil Johnson, LBT.J.
Marshall, QB Ike Ogbogu, LB Blake Okoye, K
Kyle Ramsey, P Jake Ruiz, LB Ken Savanah,
WR Peyton Sawyer, RB Raylen Sharpe, WR
Cash Walker

S4YIN0J IH1

GEOGRAPHIC BREAKDOWN

Alabama (3): OL Almarion Crim, OL Tank
Jenkins, (B Marcus Jones

Arizona (1): S Gleson Sprewell

Australia (1): P Laine Wilkins

California (2): S Demarcus Griffin-Taylor, QB
lke Oghogu

Canada (1): DL Olivier Charles-Pierre
England (1): OL James Faminu

Florida (4): (B Kelvin Clemmons,WR
Nathaniel Dell, OL Reuben Unije, (B Damarion
Williams

Georgia (6): DL Latrell Bankson, DL Justin
Beadles, LB Jalen Garner, RB Jamel Starks, LB
Malik Robinson, CB Jayce Rogers

Illinois (1): TE Matt Byrnes

lowa (1): DL Atlias Bell

Louisiana (4): WR Jeremy Singleton, OL
Trevonte Sylvester, TE Christian Trahan, DL
Sedrick Williams

North Carolina (2): WR Jaylen Erwin, DL
Jamykal Neal

Minnesota (1): TE Seth Green

Mississippi (1): QB Holman Edwards
Missouri (1): (B Art Green

Oklahoma (2): S Gervarrius Owens, K Dalton
Witherspoon

Oregon (1): LS Gavin Gately

Poland (1): DL Rafal Szymanski

Texas (74): DL Hakeem Ajijolaiya, LB Deontay
Anderson, OL Joshua Atkins, DL David Anenih,
OL Max Banes, OL Dennis Bardwell, K Bubba
Baxa, LS Davis Beal, OL Jordan Boatman, OL
Derek Bowman, RB Mulbah Car, LB Jordan

Carmouche, WR KeSean Carter, DL Nelson
Ceasar, OL Gabe Cossey, TE Shane Creamer,

S Deondre Dansby, CB Dylan Dixon, DL
Alexander Duke, WR Darius Edmonds, TE Parker
Eichenberger, WR Jalen Emery, RB James
Fulbright ll, OL Jack Freeman, LS Jacob Garza,
LB Elijah Gooden, TE Dekalen Goodson, WR
C.J. Guidry, DL Logan Hall, RB Ta'’Zhawn Henry,
(B Alex Hogan, S Hasaan Hypolite, DL Benil
Johnson, OL Cam’Ron Johnson, QB Maddox
Kopp, DL Garfield, Lawrence, (B Shaun

Lewis, LB T.J. Marshall, QB Sofian Massoud,

RB Alton McCaskill, WR Cole McGowan, WR
Ja'Kori Morgan, LB Donavan Mutin, S Thabo
Mwaniki, OL Ugonna Nnanna, LB Mannie
Nunnery, DL Chidozie Nwankwo, LB Blake
Okoye, DL Derek Parish, OL Patrick Paul, K

Kyle Ramsey, WR Dylan Robinson, OL Kody
Russey, LB Ken Savanah, WR Peyton Sawyer,
RB Raylen Sharpe, (B D.J. Small, WR Bryson
Smith, RB Chandler Smith, RB Stacey Sneed,
LB Jovanni Stewart, WR Ke’Andre Street, (B
Theron Stroops, OL Chayse Todd, QB Clayton
Tune, S Garrison Vaughn, RB Kelan Walker,
WR Khiyon Wafer, OL Carson Walker, WR Cash
Walker, S Mike Welch, LB Amaud Willis-Dalton,
S Mark Wilson

Virginia (1): WR Jake Herslow
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COACHING STAFF

THE COUGARS

SEASON REVIEW

HISTORY & RECORDS

RECAPPING 2020 In 2019, Rowe oversaw a secondary that picked up 12 2020 AMERICAN STANDINGS
Houston finished with a 3-5 overall record in its second interceptions as (MU made a remarkable turnaround, Team American _ Pct. Overall  Pct.
season under head coach Dana Holgorsen. The Cougars ﬁ"'Sh"fg 8-6 overall after posting a 1-11 “_*(_Ofd '".201& Cincinnati 60 1.000 91 .900
made their 28th all-time bowl appearance, facing Hawaii | The Chippewas won the 2019 MAC West Division title, Tulsa 60 1000 63 667
in the 2020 New Mexico Bowl in Frisco, Texas. Five Cougars made its first MAC Champlonshlp game appearance in10 Memphis 53 65 83 727
eared spots on The American’s all-conference teams: (B |~ seasons and played in the 2019 New Mexico Bowl. e 53 65 64 600
Marcus Jones (Eirst Team, Return 'Spefialist), linebacker Before arriving at CMU, Rowe served as the defensive MU P [ il
Grant Stuard (First Team), defensive Ilneman.Payton backs coach at Vialdosta State, helping the Blazers to a Houston 13 500 35 375
Tu.rl!er (second team) and corne'rbask Damarion 14-0 record, the NCAA Division Il National Championship, - ) ; R '3 -
Williams (sgcond team). Offensive ||ngman Bfa}’|°" and the Gulf South Conference title in 2018. Rowe’s group ! ; ;
Jones was picked as a honorable mention selection. ranked eighth in Division Il in interceptions and ninth in Tulane = SRR
Houston was one of the hardest-hit teams in college red zone defense that season ECU I :Z jg ?2 jj;
football in terms of scheduling changes in 2020 due to S - : - :
the COVID-19 pandemic. The Cougars had eight games gl(.iNthG (l:LASS TAI_(ﬁsHSHAPEk 418 USF 0-7 000 1-8 A1
postponed or canceled in 2020 including their first five uringt eeary.5|gn||rg penof., oust'onllnd.e fvek
previously scheduled games, frr::ffzcrzs to national letters of intent including five key UH’S LANDMARK WINS
. Win Date Opp. Game No.
LOOKING AHEAD TO 2921 ) o The group is comprised of 17 total signees -- two junior =
Houston returns 16 players (not |nc|ud|ng specialists) who college transfers, five FBS transfers and 10 high school 1 9/27/46  WestTexas St. (14-12) 2
started at least four gameslast season (eight on defense |~ corior Members of Houston's class hail from four states 10 10/16/48  EastTexas St. (18-7) 26
and eight on offense). Eleven of those 17 started atleast | ;4 hree gifferent countries. Members of Houston's dlass 50 12355 Wyoming (26-14) 102
six games and six started at least seven contests (two on | i rom four states and alongside one interational e gy
offense, ff)ur on defense). The Cou‘gars also return kicker signee. The state of Texas is represented by 12 signees. ampa (48-
Dalton Witherspoon, who made eight field goals last ) ) B ' 200 10/6/79  Baylor (13-10) 339
$eason. Two of Houston’s December signees joined the program in -
o . , January as early enrollees: QB Maddox Kopp and S Mark 300 9/4/99  Rice (28:3) 562
On the offensive side of the ball, six players return with Wilson. 400 10/11/14  Memphis (28-24) 765
double-digit career starts in 2021: QB Clayton Tune (17), o
TE Christian Trahan (15), WR Jeremy Singleton (15), OL The Cougars added five FBS transfers during this last cycle:
Jack Freeman (12), WR Bryson Smith (11) and OL Dennis DL Latrell Bankston, WR KeSean Carter, S Alex Hogan, OL RECORD BREAKDOWN
Bardwell (10). Kody Russey. Aﬁgrthg conclusion of spring prac.tlce, DL 2020 Streak
) ) Justin Beadles (Virginia Tech), TE Seth Green (Minnesota)
Defensively, Houston brings back seven players that have and RB Jamel Starks (Louisville) joined the program. Overall 3-5 12
made at least 10 or more starts during the careers: LB
T Home 2-2 W1
Deontay Anderson (30), (B Damarion Williams (20), S ON OFFENSE
Gervarrius Owens (16), DL David Anenih (15), LB Donavan | - Houston returns eight starters from last year’s unit, by 2 =
Mutin (14), S Gleson Sprewell (11) and DL Logan Hall (10). | including quarterback Clayton Tune. Tune returns after Neutral 0-1 L5
MCDANIEL, ROWE JOIN STAFF throwing for 2,048 yards and 1.5 touchdowns in Fight Overtime 0-0 W1
. starts. Houston returns five of its top-seven leading -
During the offseason, head coach Dana Holgorsen S . . American 3-4 4
d the addition of istants: Archi receivers including Nathaniel Dell, who led the team with :
announced the addition ot two new assistants: Rrchie 29 receptions for 428 yards and three touchdowns. American Home 21 Wi
McDaniel (linebackers) and David Rowe (cornerbacks). American Awa 12 0
McDaniel foins the G ' conching staffaft i On the ground, Mulbah Car returns for his fifth season as y
cranietjoins the ougars coaching Statt atter SPEnding ., ctons leading returning running back in rushing yards. Non-Conference 0-2 L2
the last two seasons at Texas State, coaching a pair of All- . .
) . For his career, Car has recorded 1,486 rushing yards and 12
Sun Belt Conference linebackers during the 2019 season. .
. ) career rushing touchdowns.
Prior to Texas State, McDaniel spent the 2018 season
at New Mexico as the Lobos’ outside linebackers coach. Up front, the Cougars return four offensive lineman who
McDaniel returned to New Mexico after serving three made at least five starts in 2020. UH also will have the
years as linebackers coach at SMU (2015-17). services of offensive lineman Patrick Paul, who started the
firstt t left tackle before missing the rest of th
McDaniel also spent three seasons at New Mexico (2012- :" J:’JZ ?g?:;:ra eit facle belore missing the rest ofthe
14), working as the defensive line coach (2012-13) before Y -
moving to linebackers (2014). He served as an assistant DEFENSIVE DEPTH
coach atTulsa from 2010-11, working with the Golden Houston's depth on the defensive side of the ball s a
Hurricane’s tight-ends/H-backs in 2010 before taking over | - major factor heading into the 2021 season. Four transfers
as defensive line coach in 2011. made impact in 2020 with immediate eligibilty, while a
Rowe has spent the last two seasons at Central Michigan | Mix of veterans give the Cougars a plethora of depth.
as the secondary coach. Under his tutelage Rowe Last season, Houston ranked 16th nationally in sacks per
Fievelopgd safety.WiIIie Reid, who led the MACwith three | game (3.00) and were one of The American’s best pass
interceptions during the 2020 season. rushing squads. The Cougars also bring back 20 players
2021 HOUSTON FOOTBALL MEDIA GUIDE UHCOUGARS.COM
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OFFENSE NOTES

300-Yard Passing Games

Clayton Tune (5)

Date  Opp CGAl Yds. TD WL
10/24/20 at Navy 24340 316 3 W
10/16/20 BYU 21310 310 2 w
10/8/20  Tulane 20332 319 2 w
10/24/19 SMU 18-33-1 407 2 L
11/30/19 Navy B354 393 4 L
100-Yard Rushing Games

Mulbah Car (4)

Date Opy Att. Yards TD W/L
1172119 atUCF 26 132 2 L
10/24/19 SMU 18 136 0 L
10/28/17 at USF 18 137 1 W
9/10/16  Lamar 20 109 1 W
Clayton Tune (2)

Date Opponent Att. Yards TD W/L
11/14/20 USF 10 120 2 W
9/28/19  at North Texas 9 100 0 L
Kelan Walker (1)

Date Opy Att. Yards TD W/L
9/22/18  Texas Southern 9 105 1 W
100-Yard Receiving Games

Nathaniel Dell (1)

Date Opponent Rec. Yards TD W/L
12/24/20 Hawaii 6 112 1 L
Jeremy Singleton (2)

Date Opponent Rec. Yards TD W/L
10/19/19 atUConn 3 120 1 W
10/27/18 USF 5 125 1 w
Bryson Smith (1)

Date Opponent Rec. Yards TD W/L
11/10/18 Temple 7 17 3 L

with at least one career start on the defensive side of
the ball.

The Cougars have to replace starters Payton Turner and
Grant Stuard, but return veterans Deontay Anderson,
David Anenih, Logan Hall and Jovanni Stewart. UH's
secondary is loaded with experience including two-year
starter Damarion Williams and All-American Marcus
Jones.

BELK TAKES CHARGE

In January, Holgorsen promoted Doug Belk to defensive
coordinator. Belk joined the staff in 2019 and will serve
as the program’s associate head coach and also coach
the safeties. He spent the 2020 season as the Cougar’s
co-defensive coordinator.

Prior to Houston, Belk spent two seasons at West Virginia
with Holgorsen as the Mountaineers’ cornerbacks coach.

PRESEASON HONORS

Ten Houston Football student-athletes were named
to the Phil Steele’s Preseason All-AAC Team as the
respected college football author released his annual
magazine.

Marcus Jones was recognized as a first-team preseason
All-American at punt returner by the publication, his
second preseason All-America honor this summer. Jones
was also a first-team preseason All-AAC pick at punt
returner and second-team selection at cornerback.

Junior defensive lineman Derek Parish, junior tight
end Christian Trahan, freshman punter Laine Wilkins
and senior cornerback Damarion Williams represented
Houston on the second team.

Sophomore wide receiver Nathaniel Dell, junior
defensive lineman Logan Hall, junior linebacker Donavan
Mutin and senior kicker Dalton Witherspoon earned
third-team honors. Senior center Kody Russey was
selected as fourth-team pick.

JONES ROLLING WITH ACCOLADES
Senior Marcus Jones was named a preseason first-team
All-American as a kick returner by the Walter Camp
Foundation, one of the many preseason honors for the
Enterprise, Ala., native.

Jones enters the 2021 season with five career return
touchdowns (four kickoff + one punt) and has recorded
1,565 kickoff return yards in his three-year career to go
along with 507 punt return yards.

Jones was also a first-team All-America pick by Phil
Steele Magazine, the FWAA and (BS/247 Sports as a
return specialist in 2020. He led the FBS in punt return
average in 2020 and was the only player in the FBS to
have two games with at least 100 punt return yards.

He was also selected by Dave Campbell’s Texas Football
Magazine as the best defensive back in Texas and was
tabbed as a first-team cornerback. The Enterprise, Ala.,
native was a 2020 PFF All-America Fourth Team as a
defensive back.

Last season as a cornerback, Jones made seven starts,
finishing with 24 tackles (18 solo), 2.0 tackles for loss,
one interception and five pass breakups.

ANOTHER FIRST ROUND DRAFT PICK

Houston defensive lineman Payton Turner was selected

28th overall by the New Orleans Saints in the first round
of the 2021 NFL Draft.

Turner is Houston’s 15th first-round selection program
history and its second in the last three years, joining Ed
Oliver (2019, Buffalo Bills). The Houston native was the
only Texas FBS player selected during Thursday night's
first round of the 2021 NFL Draft.

This marks the sixth straight season a Cougar has been
selected in the NFL Draft, which is currently the longest
active streak by any program in the American Athletic
Conference. The six straight years with at least one NFL
Draft pick marks the program’s longest stretch since
1988-94.

Houston's four first round NFL Draft picks are also the
most by any program in The American since 2013. The
Cougars are also the only FBS school in Texas to have
multiple defensive first round NFL Draft picks in the last
three years.

MORE DRAFT SELECTIONS

Houston wide receiver Marquez Stevenson and
linebacker Grant Stuard were selected on the final day of
the 2021 NFL Draft.

Stevenson was selected in the sixth round by the Buffalo
Bills as 203rd overall pick. Stuard was drafted with

the last pick in the 2021 NFL Draft, going as the 259th
overall selection to the Tampa Bay Buccaneers.

Stevenson was selected as the 19th pick in the sixth
round in the 2021 NFL Draft. A native of Shreveport, La.,
Stevenson is the first UH wide receiver to be selected in
the NFL Draft since Demarcus Ayers in 2016 (Pittsburgh
Steelers, seventh round).

Stevenson joins former teammate Ed Oliver in Buffalo.
He was the seventh Cougar to be selected by the Bills in
program history.

Stuard was the first Cougar to be selected by the Tampa
Bay Buccaneers since David Bennett in 1982 and just
the third all-time. As the last pick in the 2021 NFL Draft,
Stuard was given the title as “Mr. Irrelevant”.

The Conroe, Texas, native was the first Houston
linebacker selected in the NFL Draft since Emeke Egbule
(Los Angeles Chargers) in the 2019 NFL Draft.
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COACHING STAFF

THE COUGARS

SEASON REVIEW

HISTORY & RECORDS

NOTING THE COUGARS

OFFENSE

Houston returns eight of 11 starters on offense as the Cougars enter their third
season under Dana Holgorsen. The UH offense looks to take another step in
increasing its production in 2021. Clayton Tune returns at quarterback after
his first full season as the starter. The junior threw for 2,048 yards and 19
touchdowns last season. He played well early in the season, throwing for 300
yards or more against Tulane, BYU and Navy.

UH returns a plethora of talent at the skill positions including running back
Mulbah Car and tight end Christian Trahan. The wide receiver corps of Tre'von
Bradley, Nathaniel Dell, Jeremy Singleton and Bryson Smith are an experienced
quartet. Up front, the Cougars have the benefit of having four starters back.

The Cougar also added two FBS transfers on the offensive side of the ball in
wide receiver KeSean Carter (Texas Tech) and offensive lineman Kody Russey
(Louisiana Tech) during the mid-year signing period. Houston also will have
running back Ta’Zhawn Henry for the 2021 season after transferring from Texas
Tech.

QUARTERBACKS

LETTERMEN RETURNING (1):

« Clayton Tune (Jr.) - In 2020, started eight games at quarterback ...
completed 170-of-285 passes (59.6%) for 2,048 yards and 15 touchdowns ...
had three games of at least 300-yard passing games ... threw for season-high
319 passing yards against Tulane ... recorded 316 passing yards and three
touchdowns in road win at Navy ... recorded a career-high 120 rushing yards
along with a touchdown and passed for 165 yards and one touchdown against
USF ... ranks 12th all-time at UH in career passing yards.

NON-LETTERMEN RETURNING (2):
- Sofian Massoud (Fr.) - Did not see any action in 2020.

« Ike Ogbogu (Jr.) - Did not see action in 2020 ... Made collegiate debut in
2018 going 1-for-1 passing and had one rush for six yards in win against Texas
Southern.

NEWCOMERS ARRIVING (1):

- Maddox Kopp (Fr.) - Three-star prospect by 247Sports ... rated as the
No. 31 pro-style quarterback nationally and Texas'No. 106 overall player by
247Sports ... finished career with 6,000-plus passing yards and 59 touch-
downs ... nominated for Offensive Player of the Year through the Houston
Touchdown Club and Vype.

SUMMARY:

Tune returns has one of the most experienced quarterbacks in The American,
recording 17 career starts over the last three seasons. He ranks in the top-15
all-time at Houston in career passing yards, passing touchdowns, career
300-yard passing games and career total offense. The battle for the backup QB
position will be one to watch in the spring.

RUNNING BACKS

LETTERMEN RETURNING (3):

« Mulbah Car (Sr.) - Made one start and appeared in seven games ... finished
second on the team with 253 rushing yards on 52 carries ... scored two touch-
downs in season opener vs. Tulane ... In 41 games at Housotn, has rushed for
1,486 yards and 12 touchdowns.

- Chandler Smith (Sr.) - Played in eight games, finishing with 25 carries for
119 yards ... also caught three passes for 29 yards.

- Kelan Walker (So.) - Finished with 21 carries for 105 yards ... recorded
season-high 30-yard carry against Tulane.

NON-LETTERMEN RETURNING (2):

- Ta’Zhawn Henry (So.) - Sat out during the 2020 season after transferring
from Texas Tech.

- James Fulbright Il (R-Fr.) - Reserve running back ... scored first career
rushing touchdown against USF.

« Stacey Sneed (Fr.) - Did not see action in 2020.
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NEWCOMERS (1):

« Alton McCaskill (Fr.) - Three-star prospect by 247Sports . ... rated as
nation’s No. 21 running back in class of 2021 and No. 54 overall player in Texas
by 247Sports ... district MVP as a senior, rushing for 1,141 yards and 11
touchdowns.

« Jamel Starks (Fr.) - Transfer from Louisville ... Four-year starter at South-
west Dekalb High in Decatur, Ga. ... led team to a 10-1 record as a senior ...
ranked as a three-star prospect by 247 Sports and the No. 52 athlete in the
nation ... rated a three-star ranking by Rivals.com

SUMMARY:

Mulbah Car and Chandler Smith return for their final season after earing an
extra year of eligiblity ... Car is one of the returning leaders in career rushing
yards in the conference ... Alton McCaskill adds key depth as the highest-rated
UH running back signee in program history.

TIGHT ENDS

LETTERMEN RETURNING (4):
- Shane Creamer (Sr.) - Played in eight games at tight end in 2020 ... owns
two career receptions.

- Dekalen Goodson (R-Fr.) - Appeared in six games as a reserve tight end.

- Parker Eichenberger (Sr.) - Appeared in eight games as a reserve tight end
and on special teams.

- Christian Trahan (Jr.) - Had a breakout season in 2020, finishing third on
the team with 22 receptions and 294 receiving yards ... also ranked second
on the team with three touchdown receptions ... finished the year with five
catches for 88 yards and one touchdown in the New Mexico Bowl.

NEWCOMERS (2):
- Matt Byrnes (Fr.) - Transfer from lowa Western Community College .

- Seth Green (Sr.) - Transfer from Minnesota ... has appeared played four
seasons for the Gophers as receiver and Wildcat quarterback ... has 15 career
rushing touchdowns.

SUMMARY:

Trahan established his role as key pass catcher in Houston'’s offense and led the
Cougars in receiving in two games in 2020. Creamer and Goodson are all key
parts of UH's running game as blockers.

RECEIVERS

LETTERMEN RETURNING (4):

- Nathaniel Dell (So.) - Made instant impact in first season and logged
eight starts ... led team with 428 receiving yards on 29 receptions ... had three
touchdown receptions ... also led team with 564 all-purpose yards.

« Cole McGowan (Sr.) - Played six games and made one catch for 12 yards.

- Jeremy Singleton (Jr.) - Appeared in four games and recorded three starts
... hauled in season-high four catches for 24 yards at Memphis ... finished
season with 10 receptions for 95 yards.

« Bryson Smith (Jr.) - Made one start and appeared in seven games ... hauled
in 16 catches for 173 yards, including two touchdown receptions ... caught at
least one pass in six games.

- Christian Trahan enjoyed a breakout season during 2020, finishing third on
the team with 22 receptions for 294 yards.
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NON-LETTERMEN RETURNING (4):
- Darius Edmonds (Fr.) -Appeared in one game but did not record any
statistics.

- Ja’Kori Morgan (So.) - Saw action on special teams in 2020, playing five
games.

« Dylan Robinson (Fr.) - Did not see action in 2020.

+ Peyton Sawyer (So.) - Caught three passes for 24 yards against Hawaii in
the New Mexico Bowl.

- Keandre Street (R-Fr.) - Saw limited action ... caught first career touch-
down against BYU ... finished with two receptions for 31 yards.

« Khiyon Wafer (Fr.) - Did not see action in 2020.

NEWCOMERS (4):

- KeSean Carter (Jr.) - Transfer from Texas Tech ... in three seasons at Texas
Tech, caught 83 passes for 831 yards and seven touchdowns ... caught 30
passes for 290 yards and four touchdowns in 2020 before his season was cut
short due to a shoulder injury . ... finished tied for eighth in the Big 12 in
receiving touchdowns in 2020 and was named All-Big 12 honorable mention.

« C.J. Guidry (Fr.) - Three-star prospect by 247Sports ... rated as the nation’s
No. 148 overall wide receiver and state of Texas'No. 141 overall player by
247Sports ...2019 Texas District 10-5A D-1 First Team ..... helped Shadow
Creek to 16-0 record and Texas 5A D-I state championship in 2019

« Jake Herslow (Sr.) - Transfer from Old Dominion ...
the Monarchs.

played three seasons for

SUMMARY:

The Cougars return experienced veterans in Dell, Singleton and Smith. Dell
became the go-to option for the Cougars late in 2020, while Singleton and
Smith provide explosiveness in the passing game. Texas Tech transfer KeSean
(arter caught seven touchdowns during his three-year career with the Red
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Raiders and gives Houston a new option in 2021.

OFFENSIVE LINEMEN

LETTERMEN RETURNING (4):
- Max Banes (So.) - In 2019, appeared in 11 games ... made first career start
at right guard against Memphis.

- Dennis Bardwell (Sr.) - Recorded six starts at right tackle in 2020 ... owns
10 career starts.

- Jack Freeman (So.) - Played in six games, making five starts at center ...
has earned 12 career starts.

« Reuben Unije (So.) - Started final six games at left tackle.

NON-LETTERMEN RETURNING (9)
- Jordan Boatman (Jr.) - Started New Mexico Bowl at right tackle after
missing the majority of the season due to injury.

« Derek Bowman (Fr.) - Played in one game.

- James Faminu (Fr.) - Did not see action.

- Benil Johnson (So.)

- Cam'ron Johnson (R-Fr.) - Appeared in two games.
- Ugonna Nnanna (Fr.) - Made debut against USF.

- Patrick Paul (R-Fr.) - Started first two games at left tackle before suffering
season-ending injury ... made five career starts.

- Trevonte Sylvester (Fr.) - Did not see action in 2020.
- Chayse Todd (R-Fr.) - Did not see action in 2020.

NEWCOMERS (4):

« Joshua Atkins (Fr.) - Three-star prospect by 247Sports . .. rated as

the nation’s No. 135 offensive tackle and No. 246 overall player in Texas by
247Sports ... two-sport athlete in football and track and field (shot put) ...
played on both sides of the ball as a senior.

« Almarion Crim (Fr.) - Three-star prospect by 247Sports .. . rated as the
No. 189 offensive tackle nationally and the No. 92 player in Alabama ...
participated in annual Mississippi/Alabama All-Star Game.

- Kody Russey (Sr.) - Spent five seasons at Louisiana Tech, appearing in
49 games and making 46 starts over his final four seasons ... named to the
2020 C-USA all-conference first team ... also a three-time All-Conference
USA Honorable Mention.

- Carson Walker (Fr.) - Three-star prospect by 247Sports .. . rated as the
nation’s No. 58 overall offensive guard and state of Texas'No. 175 overall
player by 247Sports . ... Class 4A Division 1 District 5 Offensive Lineman MVP

.. Class 4A Division | District 5 All-Academic Team ... 2019 First Team 9-4A
All-District selection.

SUMMARY:

Banes, Bardwell, Freeman and Unije all made five or more starts last year
on Houston’s offensive line. Paul looks to re-gain his spot at left tackle after
missing the final six games to injury. Boatman started for UH at right tackle

in the New Mexico Bowl after missing most of the 2020 season due to injury.
Freeman has started 11 games for the Cougars over the last two seasons at
center. The Cougars also added Louisiana Tech transfer Kody Russey, who has
made 46 starts during his four-year career. Offensive line coach Brandon
Jones signed three high school signees as a part of the 2021 class -- Joshua
Atkins, Almarion Crim and Carson Walker.

DEFENSE

Houston returns nine starters from last year’s team on defense, but looks to
improve its statistical numbers under first-year defensive coordinator Doug
Belk. Houston ranked seventh in scoring defense in The American last season
(allowing 30.0 points per game). The Cougars finished fourth in the league in
total defense, giving up 398.5 yards per game.

All three defensive groups have experienced depth, led by linebacker Deontay
Anderson and the cornerback duo of Marcus Jones and Damarion Williams.
Up front, Houston’s depth will be a key as pass-rushing threats David Anenih
and Derek Parish return. The linebacking corps brings back six players, who
have seen significant action in their careers including Anderson and Donavan
Mutin.

For the second straight year, the Cougars return a wealth of experience in the
secondary. Jones and Williams are two of The American’s top cover corners,
while Hasaan Hypolite and Thabo Mwaniki return after making an impact in
their first year at Houston.

DEFENSIVE LINE

LETTERMEN RETURNING (8):

- David Anenih (Sr.) - Appeared in all eight games, making seven starts ...
posted 17 tackles and 6.5 tackles for loss ... finished second on the team and
ranked fifth in The American with 4.5 sacks ... enters 2021 with 15.5 career
sacks.

- Atlias Bell (Jr.) - Made one start at defensive tackle and appeared in seven
games ... recorded 15 tackles and 2.0 tackles for loss ... logged season-high
three tackles in season-opening win over Tulane (Oct. 8) .

« Olivier Charles-Pierre (Sr.) - Appeared in all eight games ... recorded
eight tackles (two solo) and 0.5 tackle for loss.

- Alexander Duke (Jr.) - Appeared in six games ... making six tackles and
logging two quarterback hurries ... had season-high five tackles against USF
(Nov. 14).

- Logan Hall (Jr.) - Appeared in eight games, making seven starts on
Houston’s defensive line ... recorded 23 tackles (nine solo), 2.0 tackles for loss
and one sack ... had career-high six stops against USF (Nov. 14).

- Jamykal Neal (Jr.) - Appeared in six games including two starts in the
final two games of the season at nose guard ... contributed seven tackles
including a pair of solo stops ... registered three tackles against USF (Nov. 14).

« Chidozie Nwankwo (Fr.) - Made six starts at nose guard and appeared in
all eight games ... was the first true freshman to start on Houston’s defensive
line since Ed Oliver (2016) ... produced 11 tackles and 1.5 tackles for loss ...
contributed tackles in seven of eight contests.

- Derek Parish (Jr.) - Appeared in all eight games including making five
starts ... started at three different positions (defensive end, linebacker and
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fullback) ... in New Mexico Bowl, started at both defensive end and fullback
(Dec. 24) ... produced 25 tackles including 11 solo stops ... finished third on
team with 5.5 tackles for loss ... also third on team with 3.5 sacks.

NON-LETTERMEN RETURNING (4):
- Hakeem Ajijolaiya (R-Fr.) - Played in three games.

« Nelson Ceaser (R-Fr.) - Appeared in two games ... recorded one sack

against Hawaii in the New Mexico Bowl.

- D’Anthony Jones (Jr.) - Played in first four games of the season ... logged

nine tackles and one sack.
« Sedrick Williams (Jr.) - Did not play during the 2020 season.

NEWCOMERS (3):

- Justin Beadles (Fr.) - Transfer from Virginia Tech ... Played at Sandy Creek
High School in Tyrone, Ga. . .. Ranked the No. 49 weakside defensive end in the
nation by 247Sports

- Garfield Lawrence (Jr.) - Three-star prospects by 247Sports at Tyler Legacy
HS ... rated as the nation’s No. 42 strong-side defensive end and No. 106
overall player in Texas by 247Sports ... . First-Team All-District 10-6A honoree
as a senior.

- Rafal Szymanski (Jr.) - Nation’s No. 5 ranked JUCO weakside defensive end
at New Mexico Military Institute ... native of Olystzn, Poland.

SUMMARY:

Despite losing all-conference selection Payton Turner, defensive line coach
Brian Early returns his most experienced unit during his three seasons at
Houston. Anenih and Parish give the Cougars a dynamic duo on the edge, while
defensive tackle Logan Hall is a two-year starter and enjoyed a productive
2020 season. lowa State transfer Latrell Bankston figures to have a role on the

- Deontay Anderson returns for his fourth season at Houston and will look to
play a key role this season at linebacker.

interior of UH's defensive line.

LINEBACKER

LETTERMEN RETURNING (7):

- Deontay Anderson (Sr.) - Started six games at safety and linebacker ...
recorded 26 tackles (14 solo), 1.0 tackle for loss and three pass break-ups ...
logged nine tackles vs. UCF (Oct. 31) ... added four tackles at Cincinnati (Nov.
7) ... started at SAM linebacker at Memphis (Dec. 12), recording two tackles ...
started at WILL linebacker and matched season high with nine tackles against
Hawaii in the New Mexico Bow! (Dec. 24) ... started career at Ole Miss.

- Jordan Carmouche (Jr.) - Appeared in seven games and recorded four
starts at MIKE linebacker ... recorded 12 tackles and 1.0 tackle for loss ... logged
three tackles in first career start vs. UCF (Oct. 31) ... had season-high four
tackles at Cincinnati (Nov. 7).

- Donavan Mutin (Jr.) - Team captain who started first three games of sea-
son before missing final five games due to injury ... registered 22 tackles, two
tackles for loss, one sack in three games ... logged a career-high and team-best
10 tackles against No. 14 BYU (Oct. 16) ... owns 15 career starts.

- Mannie Nunnery (R-Fr.) - Appeared in all eight games and made one start,
coming at linebacker against USF (Nov. 14) ... contributed 15 tackles including
11 solo stops ... registered 2.5 tackles for loss and 1.5 sacks ... posted a career-
high eight tackles against USF.

- Malik Robinson (Jr.) - Appeared in four of the final five games of the sea-
son ... contributed nine tackles, including seven solo stops ... added one tackle
for loss and a forced fumble ... had a season-best four tackles against UCF (Oct.
31) ... matched season best with four tackles against Hawai'i alongside one
forced fumble at the New Mexico Bowl (Dec. 24).

- Jovanni Stewart (Sr.) - Appeared in six games and made five starts at
linebacker ... contributed 17 tackles, including nine solo stops, alongside 3.5
tackles for loss ... produced season-high five tackles against UCF (Oct. 31).

« Amaud Willis-Dalton (Jr.) - Appeared in all eight games ... contributed

one tackle, coming against No. 14 BYU (Oct. 16).

NON-LETTERMEN RETURNING (3):
- Elijah Gooden (Jr.) - Had two tackles in limited action.

« T.J. Marshall (Fr.) - Member of the scout team in 2020.
- Ken Savanah (R-Fr.) - Played in one game in 2020.

NEWCOMERS (2):

- Jalen Garner (Fr.) - Three-star prospect by 247Sports ... rated as the na-
tion’s No. 81 outside linebacker and the state of Georgia’s No. 107 overall player
by 247Sports ... named the Atlanta Journal-Constitution’s Class 7A Defensive
Player of the Year as a senior . .. Georgia MaxPreps all-state second-team
honoree as a senior . ... finished his senior year with 142 tackles, 28 tackles-
for-loss, six sacks and forced five fumbles.

- Blake Okoye (Fr.)
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SUMMARY:

With four key returners back from 2020, UH’s linebacking corps could be one
of strength in the upcoming season. Anderson will move to linebacker full-
time in 2021 and owns 30 career starts at UH. The Cougars also return Mutin,
who has made 15 career starts. UH also returns the services of Carmouche,
Nunnery, Robinson and Stewart, who all saw key action last season. The
biggest question will be replacing the production of two-time all-conference
pick Grant Stuard.

DEFENSIVE BACKS
LETTERMEN RETURNING (9):

« Art Green (Jr.) - Appeared in eight games at cornerback ... made 10
tackles (eight solo) with two pass deflections.

- Hasaan Hypolite (So.) - Appeared in eight games and made five starts at
safety ... was third on the team with 30 tackles (17 solo) ... also tied for the
team lead with one interception ... earned first career interception and picked
up two tackles at Cincinnati (Nov. 7) ... set season high with 10 tackles and
added a pass deflection against Hawaii in the New Mexico Bow! (Dec. 24) ...
transferred from Colorado prior to 2019.

- Marcus Jones (Sr.) - Earned first-team All-America honors from the
FWAA, Phil Steele Magazine and (BS/247Sports as a punt returner ... also
was a fourth-team All-American by Pro Football Focus as a cornerback ...
named to The American’s All-Conference First Team as a return speialist ...
led the FBS and The American in punt return average (19.8) on 17 returns for
337 yards and one touchdown ... also led the FBS in punt return yards (337)
.. ranked fourth in Houston single-season history in punt return yards and
punt return average ... was the only player in the FBS to have two games with
at least 100 punt return yards ... made seven starts at cornerback, finishing
with 24 tackles (18 solo), 2.0 tackles for loss, one interception and five pass
breakups ... Freshman All-American at Troy.

« Shaun Lewis (Jr.) - Played in seven of Houston’s eight games ... earned
the start at cornerback against No. 14 BYU (Oct. 16) ... registered four
tackles and two pass breakups on the season.

- Thabo Mwaniki (Jr.) - Appeared in all eight games and made three
starts at free safety, coming in the final three contests ... finished second
on the team with 33 tackles ... notched two pass breakups and one tackle
forloss ... recorded second career interception, coming at Navy (Oct. 24)

« Gervarrius Owens (Jr.) - Played in all eight games including making
five starts at free safety ... finished fourth on the team with 28 tackles
including a pair of tackles for loss alongside two pass breakups.

- Jayce Rogers (Jr.) - Appeared in seven games and made one start, com-
ing at cornerback against UCF (Oct. 31) ... produced 12 tackles, including
nine solo stops alongside one pass breakup.

« D.J. Small (Jr.) - Appeared in seven games, contributing a pair of pass
breakups.

- Damarion Williams (Sr.) - Team captain who started all eight games
for Houston at cornerback and was tabbed American Athletic Conference
honorable mention all-conference ... contributed 27 tackles and a team-
best seven pass breakups ... owns 19 career starts.

NON-LETTERMEN RETURNING (5):
« Kelvin Clemmons (Jr.) - Appeared in one game in 2020.

- Deondre Dansby (R-Fr.) - Member of the scout team.
- Dylan Dixon (R-Fr.) - Member of the scout team.

- Garrison Vaughn (So.) - Safety who appeared in three games, posting
two tackles.

« Mike Welch (Fr.) - Made one appearance on special teams.
NEWCOMERS (3):

- Antonio Brooks (Fr.) - Nation’s No. 58 overall JUCO player, No. 9 overall
JUCO cornerback and No. 2 JUCO player in Texas according to 247Sports.

- Jalen Emery (Fr.) - Three-star prospect by 247Sports . .. rated as the na-

tion's No. 117 overall cornerback and state of Texas’ No. 209 overall player by
247Sports ... helped Shadow Creek HS to 16-0 record and Texas 5A D-I state
title as a junior.

« Mark Wilson (Fr.) - Mid-year enrollee from Clear Lake HS... three-star pros-
pect by 247Sports ... rated as the nation’s No. 43 safety and state of Texas
No. 79 overall player by 247Sports ... . First-Team All Vype.

SUMMARY:

The UH secondary remains virtually intact from 2020, with 10 members
who saw the field back for 2021 (combined for 28 starts last year in eight
games). Williams has made 19 career starts at cornerback and logged 27
tackles and a team-high seven pass deflections, while Jones was named an
All-American by PFF at the position and made seven starts a year ago. At
safety, four players return who have seen significant action at the position:
Hypolite, Mwaniki, Owens and Sprewell. David Rowe joined the Cougars in
the offseason, replacing Zac Etheridge as cornerbacks coach.

- Dalton Witherspoon ranks sixth all-time in UH history with 35 career
made field goals.
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« Marcus Jones was selected as first-team All-American as a return specialist in 2020 by the FWAA and Phil Steele Magazine.
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SPECIAL TEAMS

For the second straight year, special teams was a strong point for Houston in
2020. Under special teams coordinator Mark Scott, Houston ranked second

in the FBS in punt return defense and Marcus Jones was selected as an All-
American as a return specialist. Dalton Witherspoon returns as the Cougars’
placekicker for the fourth straight season and ranks sixth in UH history with 35
made field goals. Laine Wilkins returns for his sophomore season after a solid
debut as the Cougars’punter.

PLACEKICKERS

LETTERMEN RETURNING (2):

- Bubba Baxa (Jr.) - Was Houston’s kickoff specialist in all eight games ...
recorded 44 kickoffs for 2,769 yards (averaged 62.9 per kickoff) ... Had 30
touchbacks in 44 attempts ... transfer from Miami (Fla.)

- Dalton Witherspoon (Sr.) -Houston’s starting place kicker who appeared in
seven of eight games ... hit 8-of-10 field goals and all 20 extra-point attempts
while contributing a team-best 44 points . .. made three field goals including
tying the school record with a 53-yard field goal at Navy (Oct. 24) ... also
added a 45-yard field goal against Navy ... was named American Athletic Con-
ference Special Teams Player of the Week for his performance ... his 35 career
field goals rank sixth in Houston history and his 132 consecutive PATs rank as
the third-longest streak in the AAC ... his 237 career points rank fourth in kick
scoring and eighth in overall scoring.

NON-LETTERMEN RETURNING (1):

« Kyle Ramsey (So.) - Appeared in two games for Houston, coming at No. 6
Cincinnati (Nov. 7) and against USF (Nov. 14) ... made all eight extra points,
each coming in Houston’s 56-21 win against USF.

PUNTERS

LETTERMEN RETURNING (2):

« Laine Wilkins (Fr.) - Appeared in eight games as Houston'’s punter ... booted
the ball 38 times for 1,583 yards, coming to an average of 41.7 yards per punt
... his punting average ranks 18th in Houston single-season history ... did

not allow a positive punt return, helping the Cougars rank second nationally
with -1.25 yards per return.

LONG SNAPPERS
LETTERMEN RETURNING (2):
« Jacob Garza (Fr.) - Appeared in four games as a long snapper.

- Gavin Gately (Fr.) - Appeared in seven of eight games as a long snapper.

KICKER RETURNERS

LETTERMEN RETURNING (2):
- Nathaniel Dell (So.) - Recorded five kickoff returns for 129 yards (25.8
average).

« Marcus Jones (Sr.) - Recorded five kickoff returns for 102 yards (20.4 aver-
age) ... three career kickoff touchdowns.

PUNT RETURNERS

LETTERMEN RETURNING (1):

- Marcus Jones (Sr.) - Earned first-team All-America honors from the FWAA,
Phil Steele Magazine and (BS/247Sports as a punt returner ... led the FBS and
The American in punt return average (19.8) on 17 returns for 337 yards and one
touchdown ... also led the FBS in punt return yards (337) ... ranked fourth in
Houston single-season history in punt return yards and punt return average ...
was the only player in the FBS to have two games with at least 100 punt return
yards.

- Damarion Williams (Sr.) - Had two punt returns and recorded 12.5 average.
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TDECU STADIUM

BERT F. WINSTON BAND COMPLEX
A 39,089-square foot building on the east end of TDECU Stadium housing the Spirit of Houston Band Recital Halls and

classroom spaces, Coach Bill Yeoman Hall and the UH Athletics Ticket Office.

PREMIUM SEATING
Consists of 5,000 of the 40,000 seats in the TDECU Stadium.

QU |CK |: ACTS Club Area - The stylish club area is the ultimate Houston Football experience. With

COACH BILL YEOMAN HALL 12,400 square feet of multi-purpose club area overlooking the field of play, fans

A 2,000-square foot tribute area to University of Houston history located on the with access to the club area enjoy upscale food and drinks while receiving first-class

northeast comer of TDECU Stadium. Serves as a gameday club for ticket holdersin | First Game Aug. 29,2014 vs. UTSA | hospitality on game days. The climate-controlled area also features high-definition

section 129 and north side loge boxes. Playing Surface Synthetic Turf levisions and private The area is also available to host special events,
Groundbreaking Feb.8,2013 | Meetingsand classes.

DORIS NANTZ PRESS BOX - . A

The Doris Nantz Press Box contains seats for 70 working media along with a press Nam"_' Rigits == July 82014 Suites - Spanning from end zone to end zone on the south side of TDECU Stadium

dining area and a wired photographer work room. Capadity 40,000 | yith a view of downtown Houston, 26 premium suites each containing 12 outside
Suites 26 padded arm chairs, four inside bar stools and entertainment area. Houston fans

FIELD SURFACE Loge Boxes 42 | enjoy comfort and style in these 325-square foot suites with individual upscale

The synthetic surface installed at TDECU Stadium is the S5-M manufactured by | Architects Page and DLR Group | service and amenities.

UBU. S5-M, a Speed Series product, is a slit-film turf blade with a sand/rubber :

combination for infill. It is the same surface installed at the Houston Football ::::::::::: E:::pany S:‘AZ?jnr:?ltﬁg: Loge Boxes - 42 loge boxes each containing four seats and high-definition

practice facility. The turf is designed to host a multitude of events, including but P monitors located throughout the stadium.

not limited to, high school football games, band practice, specific UH i Record at TDECU 33-12(.733)

events, etc. Largest Win 47-0 vs.Grambling (9/6/14) | Club Seats - 766 armchair style padded club seats that are 22 inches wide and

located in the lower bow! of TDECU Stadium.

LEGENDS PLAZA _ Address: 3874 HOLMAN - HOUSTON, TX - 77004

A plaza area recognizing the proud tradition of Houston Football at the northeast Additional Premium Seating - 2,778 armchair seats that are 20 inches wide and

corner of TDECU Stadium. 1,210 benches with backs with the majority located in the lower bowl of TDECU

Stadium.
LOCKER ROOM (HOME)

State-of-the-art 5,000-square foot home locker room located at the southeast corner of TDECU Stadium. Views exclusive
to the club area give those fans an opportunity to watch team members travel from the locker room to the field level.

LOCKER ROOM (VISITOR)
Located at the west end of the stadium with a field entrance in the northwest comer of TDECU Stadium. Multi-functional
locker room can be split and serve two separate teams simultaneously.

ORIENTATION OF STADIUM

East-to-west giving fans and television audiences a spectacular view of the downtown Houston skyline while also
keeping in line with the University’s grid system and creating more efficient parking. Sun and shade studies were also
conducted to improve the best level of comfort for Houston fans and not affect student-athletes.

PARTY PATIOS
Four (4) open-air lower bow! party decks with 24 armchairs (20 inches wide). Both the east and west lower bow! end
zones contain a party deck with two located on the north lower bowl sideline.

SUITE DECKS
Two (2) open-air party suites located on the suite level positioned at each end (east and west end) of the suites. Each
open-air suite contains 60 padded armchairs (21 inches wide).

TICKET OFFICE

The University of Houston Athletics Ticket Office is located on the northeast corner of TDECU Stadium facing Cullen Blvd.
The facility has eight exterior ticket-selling windows along with two interior windows in the ticket office lobby in close
proximity to the stadium parking garage.

VIDEO BOARD
State-of-the-art HD-video board located on the west end of TDECU Stadium. Sized at 2,584 square feet (38 feet high, 68
feet wide), the board was designed by Panasonic using Nichia technology.
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RENU KHATOR

Chancellor, University of Houston System
President, University of Houston

Renu Khator holds the dual titles of chancellor of the University
of Houston System and president of the University of Houston.
The UH System’s first woman Chancellor and the first Indian
immigrant to head a comprehensive research university in the
United States, she assumed her post in January 2008.

As chancellor of the UH System, Khator oversees a four-university
organization that serves nearly 71,000 students, has an annual budget that exceeds $1.7 billion,
and produces a $6 hillion-plus economic impact on the Greater Houston area each year.

As president of the University of Houston, she is the chief executive officer of the largest and
oldest of the four UH System universities. As the system’s flagship institution, UH enrolls
approximately 46,000 students, offers 280 undergraduate and graduate programs and awards
more than 9,200 degrees each year.

During her tenure, UH has experienced record-breaking research funding, enrollment and private
support. As part of an ongoing $1-billion campus construction program, UH launched its 74-acre
Energy Research Park, which is now home to several start-up companies, research enterprises
and academic programs. UH also opened its 40,000-seat TDECU Stadium, home of the Cougar
football team, and increased student residence hall capacity to 8,000, the second highest in
Texas. In addition, UH has completed an $80 million expansion and renovation of its Student
Center.

In 2015, UH was awarded a Phi Beta Kappa chapter, one of fewer than 300 schools to earn that
designation from the prestigious national honor society. In 2011, UH earned Tier One status,
with the Carnegie Foundation elevating it to the top category of research universities. Princeton
Review has recognized UH for excellence in undergraduate education and named it a“Best Value”
university, and the Chronicle for Higher Education has cited UH as an exceptional workplace.
UH consistently places among the foremost universities included in the Top American Research
Universities (TARU) rankings.

Khator was born in Uttar Pradesh, India, earning a bachelor’s degree at the University of Kanpur.
She received her master's degree in political science and Ph.D. in political science and public
administration from Purdue University. A noted scholar in the field of global environmental
policy, she has published numerous books and articles on the subject. Prior to her appointment,
she was provost and senior vice president at the University of South Florida, capping a 22-year
career at that institution.

She is Chair of the Board of Directors of the American Athletic Conference (AAC) and serves as
AAC’s representative to the NCAA Division | Presidential Forum. She is a member of the Indian
Prime Minister's Empowered Expert Committee, charged with selecting India’s 20 world-class
“Institutes of Eminence,” the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s Academic Advisory
Council, the Association of Governing Boards of Colleges and Universities Council of Presidents,
the Council on Foreign Relations, the Texas Medical Center Advisory Board, the Greater Houston
Partnership and the Houston Technology Center, and is the former Chair of the American Council
on Education (ACE) and the Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas.

She was elected to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences in 2020. She has been inducted
into the Texas Women'’s Hall of Fame, and has received the Council of Fellows/Fidelity Investments
Mentor Award from the American Council on Education (ACE), the Excellence in Leadership
Award from the U.S. Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, the President of the Year Award from ACIU,
the Association of College Unions International, and the President’s Award from NASPA, the
national association of student affairs administrators. She is featured in the American Council on
Education’s video “The Joys of the Presidency.”

Khator received the Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award from the president of India, the highest
recognition conferred on overseas Indians based on their “significant contributions” to their
homeland.

Purdue University awarded her with the Doctor of Social Sciences degree, honoris causa, and
Swansea University with the Doctor of Letters, honoris causa.

Khator's husband, Dr. Suresh Khator, is associate dean of the UH Cullen College of
Engineering. They have two daughters, both of whom are ophthalmologists, and two
grandchildren.

CHRIS PEZMAN

Vice President for Intercollegiate Athletics

Houston Foothall letterman and former captain Chris
Pezman was named Vice President for Intercollegiate
Athletics at the University of Houston in December of 2017.

Despite the obstacles of the COVID-19 pandemic, under
Pezman’s watch the Cougars won four American Athletic
Conferences titles — Men's Basketball, Outdoor Men's Track,
Outdoor Women’s Track and Swimming and Diving. Men’s Basketball led the way with the
program’s sixth Final Four appearance in school history.

In 2019-20, the Cougars claimed four more conference titles — Men's Basketball, Men's
Indoor Track, Women’s Indoor Track and Swimming & Diving, as Houston's athletes finished
with one of their best academic years in program history.

During the 2018-19 athletic year, Houston Athletics opened the $60-million Fertitta Center,
home of men’s basketball, women’s basketball and volleyball, and won six American
Athletic Conference Championships between men’s basketball, men’s and women's track
& field, women’s golf and swimming & diving.

The 1992 Houston Football team captain arrived in Houston after spending just under four
years as Senior Associate Athletics Director for Facilities, Operations & Event Management,
and Capital Projects/Chief Operating Officer at the University of California — Berkeley.

At Cal, Pezman quickly reorganized his departments to gain operational and financial
efficiencies and implemented a comprehensive work order system to appropriately
maintain $1 billion in physical assets under his purview.

Pezman also oversaw Capital Projects for the Intercollegiate Athletics Department which
included the $10 Million Haas Pavilion scoreboard and audio improvements project, $5
Million Underhill field hockey facility, La Loma field hockey practice facility, Maxwell Field/
Stadium parking garage and several substantial pending projects. Additionally, he also
served as the primary football administrator.

Prior to joining Cal, Pezman served as Assistant Athletics Director for Football Operations
at Houston for the 2012 and 2013 seasons, with his primary responsibilities including the
organization and management of all business aspects for the football program.

He was instrumental in an increase in football restricted donations and the number
of donors involved in the football restricted fund while also serving as a liaison with
construction managers for the renovation of the Houston Football locker room, new
practice fields and TDECU Stadium construction.

Well known throughout the city of Houston from his decade tenure with NRG Park, Pezman
lettered three seasons for the Cougars (90-92) and served as the team’s captain during the
1992 campaign. The Laguna Beach, Calif., native finished with 51 tackles over his final three
years and was a standout on special teams.

Pezman remained involved with his alma mater following his graduation and earned his
masters degree from UH in 1995. He first served as a graduate assistant coach (1993-94)
while earning his postgraduate degree and then served as an assistant to the director of
athletics for two years. Pezman was elevated to Assistant Athletics Director for Operations,
where he was involved with facility scheduling, facility oversight and summer camps
before taking on his role with NRG Park and SMG Management.

The two-time Southwest Conference Commissioner’s Academic Honor Roll member earned
his undergraduate degree in economics and completed course work for his masters in hotel
and restaurant management.

Pezman is married to the former Marisol Guillamondegui and the couple has three children:
Seth, Sydney and Sarah.
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- Founded in 1927, the University of Houston is the leading public research
university in the vibrant international city of Houston. Each year, we educate
more than 47,000 students in more than 300 undergraduate and graduate
academic programs, on campus and online. UH awards more than 8,000
degrees annually, with more than 200,000 alumni.

« UH is located in Houston, Texas, the nation’s fourth-largest city and the
energy capital of the world. Our students reqularly test their skills through
internships with national and international companies based here, and our
faculty routinely partner with businesses and government agencies through
research.

« Our undergraduates choose from 120 majors and minors. At the graduate
level, we offer 139 master’s, 54 doctoral, and three professional degree
programs. You may study online through our Distance Education program, or
take noncredit courses through Continuing Education. Many of our academic
programs rank among the nation’s best.

- Our faculty and students conduct research through 25 research centers and
in every academic department. UH research regularly breaks new ground and
opens doors to new ways of understanding the world.

« University of Houston faculty are renowned scholars with real-world
experience who work closely with each student. From the Tony Award to the
Nobel Peace Prize and back to the classroom, UH faculty makes things happen
on campus and around the world.

« With more than 500 student organizations and 16 intercollegiate sports
teams, life at UH is active and lively. About 8,000 students live on campus in
residence halls, apartments and townhouses.

- UH alumni total 224,000. Of that number, 63 percent live in the Houston area
and 75 percent live in the state of Texas.

- The University of Houston is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of
the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools to award baccalaureate,
master’s, professional and doctoral degrees.

- In addition, the University is a member of the Council of Graduate Schools in
the United States, the Conference of Southern Graduate Schools, the National
Commission on Accrediting, the Association of Texas Colleges and Universities,
the American Council on Education, the Association of American State Colleges
and Universities, the Association of American Colleges, the Association of
Urban Universities, and the National Association of State Universities and Land
Grant Colleges. UH colleges, programs and professional associations also hold
memberships and accreditations by additional agencies.

«When the Carnegie Foundation elevated the University of Houston to Tier One
status in 2011, the designation made the university one of only three public
Tier One research universities in the state of Texas, along with the University of
Texas and Texas A&M.
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«The style-savvy residents of the country’s fourth-largest city and third-largest | District stakes its claim as the country’s fourth largest, with 18 cultural -]
county (Harris) know that there’s no place quite like Houston. powerhouses set within blocks of one another. “
«With more than 2.2 million residents, the city attracts visitors and transplants | « We have our own version of Central Park, too, offering nearly 1,500 acres of
with a wonderful mix of world-class arts, booming business, pro and college | green space in the heart of the city. Just inside “the loop,” Memorial Park is
sports and award-winning cuisine. home to a public golf course, swimming pool, tennis courts, trails and more. ()
Downtown, Discovery Green park is outfitted with WiFi, a farmers market, dog E
« As the rest of the country discovers what locals have known all along, | runs, fine dining and ice-skating during the winter—just one more of the ‘Q”
Houston is finally enjoying the recognition it deserves. Just last year, the city | 650-plus urban green spaces filling the city. =
landed on several “best of” lists, including the Travel + Leisure roundup of ﬁ
America’s Favorite Cities and the Hotwire.com index of most affordable U.S. | « Not surprisingly, businesses also recognize the allure of Houston’s offerings. =
vacation destinations. Twenty-five companies on the Fortune 500 list call the Energy Capital of the m
World home. Aeronautic research is unsurpassed at NASA headquarters—the <
« See for yourself, here in Houston, where much of daily life happens outdoors, | facility responsible for putting the first man on the moon—and Texas Medical
thanks to mild, year-round temperatures. Take time to explore the eclectic, | Center remains the largest in the world with 47 highly lauded research and
culture-filled neighborhoods, gallery spaces and attractions, which offer | treatment institutions. E
diverse flavors that can only be found here. l‘-_ln
« Come. Live like a local for a few days and discover why Houston’s mix of %
« Take the food, for example. Countless cutting-edge chefs have made ahome | international appeal and Southern charm have captured the imagination of <
in Houston, where diners eat out more than residents of any other city. Here, | tastemakers the world over. s
you'll find James Beard Award winners and internationally renowned chefs n:;
serving up innovative cuisine that frequently catches the attention of foodies g
in Bon Appetit, Food & Wine and Saveur. )
|~
w»n
«Venture Downtown during your stay and discover a thriving professional arts
scene with professional resident companies in ballet, opera, symphony and
theater; only four other U.S. cities can say the same. And the nearby Museum 1
© ©) © muHcousarFs #G0CO0GS
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The American Athletic Conference consists of 12 prestigious institutions: the University of Central Florida, the
University of Cincinnati, East Carolina University, the University of Houston, the University of Memphis, the
U.S. Naval Academﬁ (in football only), the University of South Florida, Southern Methodist University, Temple
Univer)sity, Tulane University, the University of Tulsa and Wichita State University (in basketball and Olympic
sports).

Under the leadership of commissioner Mike Aresco, the American Athletic Conference has fashioned an
impressive list of accomplishments in the competitive arena, in the classroom and in support of student-athlete
welfare. The American is firmly established as a Power 6 conference thanks to its collection of national team and
individual championships, football and basketball postseason victories, expansive media rights contract with
ESPN, and its commitment to providing the highest levels of support for student-athletes.

The league has produced four NCAA championship teams in addition to three New Year’s Six bowl champions
(UCFin2013 and 2017; Houston in 2015), two NCAA Men'’s Final Four participants, six Women’s Final Four teams,
an NIT champion, 13 NCAA individual championships, and a Rhodes Scholar. Additionally, American Athletic
Conference teams have advanced to the College World Series, qualified for the match play round of the NCAA
Men's Golf Championship and registered multiple top-10 finishes at the NCAA Cross Country and Outdoor Track
and Field championships.

The American has seen a member school claim a spot in a New Year’s Six bowl six times in the Ieague’s first
eight football seasons, including the 2020 campaign, when Cincinnati reached the Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl. The
American finished the 2019 football season with four top-25 teams; among the 10 FBS conferences, only the SEC
and Big Ten had more ranked teams in the final polls.

Individual teams in The American have enjoyed some of their best football seasons in program history as
members of the conference. UCF finished in the national top 10 twice as a conference member — in 2013
and 2017. Houston went 13-1 in the 2015 football season, setting a school record for wins, while Navy won
a program-record 11 games in 2015, its first season in the conference, and matched that mark with its 2019
campaign. Memphis, which had not won 10 giames ina season since 1938, has registered three 10-win seasons
in the last six years (2015, 2017, 2019), including a school-record 12 wins in 2019. Temple enjoyed its first
10-win season in school history in 2015. South Florida finished in the top 25 for the first two times in program
history (2016, 2017). Cincinnati registered its third and fourth 11-win seasons in program history in 2018 and
2019 and was ranked No. 8 at the end of the 2020 season. SMU returned to national prominence in 2019 with a
10-win season, during which the Mustangs were ranked as high as No. 14 nationally. Tulsa returned to the top
25 for the first time in 11 years in 2020. East Carolina earned a top-20 ranking in 2014, while Tulane has played
in three consecutive bowl games for the first time in school history.

Since the conference’s reconstitution in 2013-14, teams from The American have registered top-10 national
rankings in football, men’s basketball, women’s basketball, baseball, men's soccer, women’s soccer, women's
lacrosse, men’s golf, men's cross country and men’s track and field.

Under The American’s banner, Houston’s men’s basketball team reached the 2021 NCAA Final Four and was
ranked No. 3 in the final coaches’ poll, while Memphis claimed the 2021 NIT title. Houston's men’s track and field
team took third place at the 2018 and 2019 NCAA Outdoor Championships. Tulsa has registered top-six national

finishes at the 2019 and 2020 NCAA Men’s Cross Country Championships.

American Athletic Conference student-athletes have distinguished themselves in all facets of intercollegiate
athletics. Memphis quarterback Brady White was the 2020 winner of the National Foothall Foundation’s James
V. Campbell Trocrhy as the top scholar-athlete in college football. Temple linebacker Tyler Matakevich won the
Bednarik Award and the Nafgurski Trophy as the nation’s top defensive player in 2015, while Tulsa linebacker
Zaven Collins repeated that feat in 2020. Houston’s Ed Oliver won the 2017 Outland Trophy as the nation’s best
interior lineman. The American has had three top-10 Heisman Trophy finishes as UCF quarterback McKenzie
Milton was eighth in 2017 and sixth in 2018, while Navy quarterback Keenan Reynolds was fifth in 2015.
Reglnolds was also selected as the winner of the 2016 AAU James E. Sullivan Award as the nation’s top amateur
athlete.

American Athletic Conference alumni have made their mark in professional sports as well, beginning with the
selection of UCF quarterback Blake Bortles by the Jacksonville Jaguars with the No. 3 pick in the 2014 NFL Draft.
A number of American Athletic Conference athletes have been selected in the first round of the professional
entry drafts in football, basketball, baseball and soccer.

The American announced a lucrative and comprehensive media rights extension with ESPN in May of 2019,

roviding the conference with a stronger and more extensive presence on ESPN's primary television networks
?ABC, ESPN, ESPN2, ESPNU). Since the extension took effect in the 2020-21 academic year, a minimum of 40
regular-season football telecasts and 60 regular-season men’s baskethall games per season will appear on those
primary networks. Nearly every conference-controlled game in all sports will a%pear either on an ESPN network
or on ESPN-+. The football chamrionship game, all rounds of the men’s basketball championship, and multiple
rounds of the women'’s baskethall championship, will be on linear ESPN television networks.

The first six American Athletic Conference Football Championships were televised by ABC as part of
Championship Saturday. Subsequent championship games will appear on either ABC or ESPN through the
duration of the 12-year extension.

American Athletic Conference teams have access to the pinnacle of college football’s postseason structure. An
American representative would be chosen for the College Football Playoff semifinals if it is among the top four
teams in the CFP selection committee’s final ranking. Otherwise, the Ieague would place its champion in a New
Year's Bowl if it is ranked higher than the champions of Conference USA, the Mid-American Conference, the
Mountain West Conference and the Sun Belt Conference.

Additionally, The American holds primary or secondary partnerships with an expansive group bowls for the
new ?cle, which began in 2020, ensuring multiple annual matchups against the nation’s top conferences and
providing desirable postseason destinations for member institutions.

Away from the competitive arena, The American has established itself as a leader in the area of student-athlete
wellness, both through the adoption of NCAA autonomous legislation on matters including full cost of
attendance and nutrition. The conference, in conjunction with its Student-Athlete Advisory Committee has also
launched the Powérful Minds campaign to improve awareness and education on mental issues and recognize
the scholarly achievements of the conference’s student-athletes.
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DANA HOLGORSEN

Head Coach

lowa Wesleyan, 1993

Third Season as Head Coach

- Dana Holgorsen was named head coach at
Houston on Jan. 1, 2019, after eight seasons as
head coach at West Virginia.

« Holgorsen closed his tenure at West Virginia as
the second-winningest coach in Mountaineer
history with an eight-year record of 61-41. His 61
wins trailed only College Football Hall of Famer
Don Nehlen for most wins in West Virginia history.

« He led the Mountaineers to bowl games in seven of his eight seasons including each of
the last five seasons. His first season at West Virginia ended with a 70-33 rout of Clemson
in the Orange Bowl.

- Throughout his career, Holgorsen has had 21 players earn All-America honors, win 10
national awards and 14 national award finalist honors.

« He has displayed his ability to prepare players for the next level as West Virginia had 10
NFL draft picks in first three rounds in the past seven years, second most in Big 12 with at
least one Top-15 draft pick in four of the past seven years. In all, he had four NFL Top-15
draft picks during the past seven years, the most in the Big 12, and 20 players drafted in
seven years at WV, tied for second-most in the Big 12 during that span.

- An offensive genius, his passing offenses and total offensive output have ranked in the
Top 10 nationally all but four years during the 14-year span since he became offensive
coordinator at Texas Tech in 2005.

« He's had eight quarterbacks pass for 4,000 or more yards and 10 throw for 30 or more
touchdowns in a season with 20 receivers finishing with 1,000 or more yards in a sea-
son, including 11 finish with 90 or more receptions and 16 finish with double figure TD
receptions in a season.

+Heis the only coachin West Virginia history to have coached a team with at least 450 rush-
ingyardsinagame (Oklahoma, 2012) and at least 450 yards passing in a game (six times).

« He had 10 wins over Top 25 opponents in his eight-year tenure at WVU.

«West Virginia has been ranked in both major polls at least one week in seven of his eight
years including the entire 2018 season with several weeks inside the top 10.

+In 2018, Holgorsen led a West Virginia team that was ranked every week during the
season and finished the regular season with a No. 15/16 ranking in both major polls.

« Under his leadership, quarterback Will Grier finished No. 4 in the Heisman Trophy race
and was a finalist for the Maxwell Award, The Johnny Unitas Golden Arm Award, the
Senior CLASS Award and the Manning Award. Grier was ranked in the top 10 nationally
in 11 offensive categories and seven categories in the top five.

«Inaddition to Grier, three players earned All-America honorsin David Long Jr., David Sills
V and Yodny Cajuste while Dante Stills was named a Freshman All-American.

- Long was named the Big 12 Defensive Player of the Year and was a semifinalist for
the Butkus Award while Cajuste was named Big 12 Co-Offensive Lineman of the Year.

«West Virginia had a school-record eight players named to the All-Big 12 teams, includ-
ing five on the first team with 16 players named to the Academic All-Big 12 first and
second teams.

« The 2018 offense ranked No. 3 in passing offense, No. 4 in passing efficiency, No. 8 in
total offense and fourth-down conversion, No. 9 in scoring offense, No. 12 in completion
percentage and passing yards per completion and No. 25 in third-down conversion. The
defense ranked No. 11 in tackles for loss, No. 28 in turnover margin, No. 28 in passes
intercepted and No. 36 in third-down conversion defense.

« Outside of football, Holgorsen served as the chair of the WVU Medicine Children’s capital
campaign, raising $60 million to build a new home for pediatric and maternal services.

+In2017, he led the Mountaineers to a 7-6 record and 5-4 in the Big 12 Conference. WVU
participated inits fourth-straight bowl game and sixth in the seven years under Holgorsen's
direction as it took on Utah in the Heart of Dallas Bowl.

+In 2016, the AFCA District 4 Regional Coach of the Year and Paul “Bear” Bryant Coach of
the Year finalist led the Mountaineers to a 10-3 overall mark and 7-2 record in the Big 12.

« His 2016 team achieved the ninth 10-win season in school history, becoming one of six
WVU teams to do it in the regular season. Holgorsen is one of three WVU coaches, along
with Nehlen and Rich Rodriguez, to post multiple 10-win seasons. The seven Big 12 wins
were the most in a season, tying for second place in the standings, WVU's highest finish.
In the national rankings, WVU’s offense was ranked No. 17 in total offense, No. 20 in first
down offense, No. 25 in rushing offense, No. 31 in pass efficiency, No. 37 in passing yards
per completion and No. 42 in pass offense. Defensively, WVU was No. 24 in turnovers gained
and fumbles recovered, No. 35 in passes intercepted and scoring defense and No. 38 in
turnover margin. WVU placed 10 players on the Big 12 All-Academic teams and 16 of his
21 seniors had their degrees when they played in the Russell Athletic Bowl.

+In 2015, Holgorsen guided the Mountaineers to eight wins, the most since becoming a
member of the Big 12 Conference, and finished the season with an exciting, 43-42 Cactus
Bowl victory over Arizona State. The Cactus Bowl appearance saw the Mountaineers tie
or break 19 individual or team, school and Cactus Bowl records and produced 11 NCAA
top 10 bowl rankings. Nine players eared All-Big 12 Conference honors, including two
being named to All-America teams. There were seven All-Big 12 Academic team selections
and 17 players already had their degrees in hand when they played in the bowl game,
ranking among the top 10 nationally in number of graduates playing in a bowl game.

« Holgorsen led the Mountaineers to a Liberty Bowl berth in 2014, his third bowl in four
seasons at WVU. West Virginia posted a 7-6 overall record and 5-4 in its third year in the
Big 12 Conference and finished in a tie for fourth place in Big 12 action.

+In 2013, Holgorsen coached the Mountaineers to victory over No. 11 Oklahoma State,
marking his fifth win over a Top 25 team at WVU. He also had six players earn All-Big 12
Conference honors, including the Big 12 Newcomer of the Year.

+In 2012, Holgorsen led WVU into its first year of competition in the Big 12 Conference,
guiding West Virginia to a 7-6 overall record and an appearance in the New Era Pinstripe
Bowl. Five Mountaineers earned 25 All-America honors and three were drafted in the top
three rounds of the NFL draft. Holgorsen is the only WVU coach to have had a first-round
NFL draft choice for two consecutive years (2011 and 2012).

« Holgorsen had a successful first season at WVU in 2011, coaching the Mountaineers
to a 10-3 record, the Big East championship and a 70-33 Orange Bowl rout of Clemson.
The victory was WVU’s third Bowl Championship Series championship in school history
and earned Holgorsen the First-Year Coach of the Year award by the Football Writers
Association of America.
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THE HOLGORSEN FILE
Personal

Hometown: Mt. Pleasant, lowa
Children: Logan, McClayne, Karlyn

Education
High School: Mount Pleasant Community High School, 1989
College: lowa Wesleyan, 1993

Playing History

199192, 00 lowa Wesleyan

Coaching History

2019-Present ....veeueeeie e Houston
Head Coach

201T-18. e West Virginia
Head Coach

2010, .0ttt Oklahoma State
Offensive Coordinator/Quarterbacks

2008-09. ..t Houston
Offensive Coordinator/Quarterbacks

2005-07. .« oeveeee e Texas Tech
(o-Offensive Coordinators/Inside Receivers

2000-04. ..ot Texas Tech
Inside Receivers

1999, . Wingate
Quarterbacks/Receivers

1996-98. .. oo Mississippi College
Quarterbacks/ Receivers/Special Teams

1993-95. vt eet e Valdosta State
Quarterbacks/Receivers/Special Teams

Bowls Coached (19)

2020 New Mexico Bowl. ........coevvvnveennn... Houston

2018 CampingWorld.............ccocoueens West Virginia

2017 Heartof Dallas ....................... West Virginia

2016 Russell Athletic.............ccooueens West Virginia

2015 CaCHUS «vveveeeeeeeeieeeeieeaeans West Virginia

2014 Liberty . ...oovviniiii West Virginia

2012 PinStripe ....oouviiniiiiieeee West Virginia

201T0MaNGE. ... eeeeeeeie et West Virginia

2010 AIAMO .. Oklahoma State

2009 Armed FOrees ......oovvvevniieinieennnn. Houston

2008 Armed FOrees .......oovvevuviiinneennnn. Houston

2007 GALOT . v veeeeeeieeeiee e Texas Tech

2006 Insight.com.........oovveiiniinnnnn.. Texas Tech

2005 COtEON .+ o vveeeee e eee et Texas Tech

2004 Holiday. ......ooveveineeiiiiiennes Texas Tech

2003 HOUSEON . .. veeeeeeeeieevieeanaes Texas Tech

2002Tangerine .......coueeueenneineanennn. Texas Tech

200TAIRIMO «o'vveeee et Texas Tech

2000 GalleryFurniture.com.................... Texas Tech
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- Before West Virginia, Holgorsen spent the 2010 season as offensive coordinator at Oklahoma State. He was a finalist for the
2010 Broyles Award, given to the nation’s top assistant, and also named the rivals.com Offensive Coordinator of the Year. The
Cowboys led the nation in total offense during the regular season and finished No. 2 in passing offense and No. 3 in total and
scoring offense. OSU averaged 520.23 yards per game in total offense, including 345.9 passing yards and 44.23 points per
game. Oklahoma State’s offense ranked No. 61 nationally in total offense in 2009, the year before Holgorsen arrived, and he
took it to the No. 1 spot during the 2010 season. He helped lead the Cowboys to a school-record 10 wins during the reqular
season and a win in the Valero Alamo Bowl, after preseason predictions had OSU near the bottom of the Big 12 Conference.

« Postseason accolades rolled in for Holgorsen's offensive players as quarterback Brandon Weeden became the first 0SU passer
to earn first team all-Big 12 honors. He was a finalist for the Manning Award, given to the top quarterback in the nation.
Receiver Justin Blackmon won the 2010 Biletnikoff Award, given to the top receiver in the nation, and running back Kendall
Hunter was a finalist for the Doak Walker Award, given to the nation’s top running back. Weeden, Hunter and Blackmon
became only the second trio in NCAA history to pass for at least 3,000 yards, run for more than 1,500 yards and finish with
more than 1,500 yards receiving in the same season.

- During his two-year tenure with Houston, his offenses put up explosive numbers, accounting for 563 yards of total offense
per game, passing for 433.7 yards per game and totaling more than 42.2 points per game. His offense ranked No. 3 in total
offense in 2008 and No. 1in 2009. His quarterback, Case Keenum, led the nation in total offense in 2008 and 2009, totaling
403.2 yards per game as a sophomore and 416.4 yards his junior season. He also ranked among the Top 10 nationally in
pass efficiency both years.

- Before his two-year stint with the Cougars, Holgorsen was a member of the coaching staff at Texas Tech from 2000-07,
serving as the inside receivers coach from 2000-04, before being elevated to co-offensive coordinator in 2005 and offensive
coordinator in 2006-07. During his time in Lubbock, his offenses increased the amount of yardage from 324.8 yards of total
offense to 529.6, an increase of more than 200 yards per game. The Red Raiders were No. 7 nationally prior to Holgorsen
becoming offensive coordinator and raised their yardage total to No. 4 in 2005, his first season directing the offense.

«In'his two years as offensive coordinator, his squad was nationally ranked No. 8in 2006 and No. 3in 2007. In 2007, Texas Tech
led the nation in passing (470.31), was No. 2 in total offense (529.62) and was No. 7 in scoring offense (40.9). Quarterback
Graham Harrell led the nation in total offense and Biletnikoff Award winner Michael Crabtree led the nation in receptions
per game and receiving yards per game. In 2006, the Red Raiders ranked No. 3 nationally in passing offense and No. 6 in total
offense. Harrell once again was outstanding, finishing No. 3 nationally in total offense with 344.38 yards per game. Texas
Tech led the nation in passing in 2005, was No. 4 in scoring offense (39.4) and No. 6 in total offense (495.83). Quarterback
Cody Hodges was No. 2 in the nation with 396.08 yards per game.

+ Holgorsen also spent time at Valdosta State (1993-95) as the quarterbacks, receivers and special teams coach, Mississippi
College (1996-98) as the quarterbacks, receivers and special teams coach and at Wingate (1999) as the quarterbacks and
receivers coach. While at Valdosta State in 1994, Chris Hatcher won the Harlon Hill Trophy, the NCAA Division |1 Player of the
Year award, by the second largest vote margin in the 17-year history of the award. Hatcher won the award after throwing
for 4,076 yards and 55 touchdowns, against just 10 interceptions, while completing 367 of 508 passes. Hatcher led Division
IIin passing efficiency during the reqular season and directed VSU to its first Division Il post-season appearance.
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THE BELK FILE

Hometown ................ Valdosta, Ga.
College........... Carson-Newman, 2010
Playing History
2007-10. .0 cvveennennn Carson-Newman
Coaching History
2021 0 Houston
Associate Head Coach
Defensive Coordinator/Safeties
2020, .. Houston
Associate Head Coach
(o-Defensive Coordinator/Safeties
2019 .0 Houston
(o-Defensive Coordinator/Safeties
2017-18 v West Virginia
Cornerbacks
2014-16 oo Alabama
Graduate Assistant/Cornerbacks
2012-13 .o Valdosta State
Secondary
2017 o Valdosta State
Defensive Assistant/Special Teams
Bowls Coached (8)
2020 New Mexico Bowl. .......... Houston
2018 Camping World. ... .... West Virginia
2017 Heart of Dallas ........ West Virginia
2016 CFP National Championship.......... Alabama
2016Peach.........cooveens Alabama
2015 CFP National Championship.......... Alabama
2016 Cotton ... Alabama
20165Ugar.....oveueenenann Alabama

DOUG BELK

ASSOCIATE HEAD COACH/DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR/SAFETIES | THIRD SEASON

Coaching Accomplishments

« One of the top young coaching minds in the nation, Doug
Belk enters his first season as the defensive coordinator at
Houston. He is in his third season overall with the program and
serves as the program’s associate head coach and the safeties
coach.

- Belk originally joined the Houston staff in 2019 as the co-
defensive coordinator and safeties coach. Belk played a key role
in Houston’s improvement on defense in 2020, as the Cougars
finished fourth in the American Athletic Conference in total
defense (398.5 yards per game). Houston's defense also saw
improvements from 2019 to 2020 in passing yards allowed,
third down conversion defense percentage and tackles for loss.

« At Houston, Belk’s secondaries have been a strong unit for the
Cougars. cornerbacks Marcus Jones and Damarion Williams,
have thrived under UH's defensive philosophy. Jones was
named an All-American in 2020 at cornerback by Pro Football
Focus (PFF) and was an All-American selection as a punt return
specialist by the FWAA, (BS/247 Sports and the Phil Steele
Magazine. Jones also was graded as one of the top-5 corners
in 2020 by PFF. Under two seasons of Etheridge’s tutelage,
Williams blossomed into an all-conference player in 2020,
starting 19 consecutive games for the Cougars.

- Belk spent two seasons as the cornerbacks coach at West
Virginia prior to his arrival at Houston.

« The 2018 season saw Belk’s cornerbacks play a pivotal role
in West Virginia ranking second in the Big 12 and No. 20
nationally with 15 interceptions. Cornerback Keith Washington
Jr. tied for fifth in the Big 12 with three interceptions on the
year.

«In Big 12 play, WVU hauled in 12 interceptions, ranking No. 1
in the conference

« The 2017 defense ranked No. 16 nationally in most defensive
three-and-outs per game and No. 24 in best third-down
defense.

« Prior to his time at West Virginia, Belk served as the defensive
graduate assistant coach at Alabama for two years, working
with the defensive backs. He worked directly with Head Coach
Nick Saban and defensive coordinators Kirby Smart and Jeremy
Pruitt, assisting with all aspects of the defensive secondary as
well as with special teams.

+ During his tenure at Alabama, the Crimson Tide was 40-4,
earning three College Foothall Playoff appearances, winning
the 2015 National Championship, finishing as national runner-
up in 2016 and winning three Southeastern Conference titles
(2014-16).

«The 2016 defense was No. 1 nationally in scoring defense and
No. 2in total defense. The unit also was No. 9 nationally and No.
2 in the SECin pass efficiency defense, No. 14 in interceptions
and No. 24 in passing yards allowed. Belk helped develop
cornerback Minkah Fitzpatrick, who earned consensus All-
American honors, cornerback Marlon Humphrey, who earned
All-America First-Team honors and safety Eddie Jackson, who
was an All-SEC First-Team member.

« The 2015 defense was No. 3 nationally in scoring defense
and total defense, No. 10 in interceptions and No. 30 in
passing yards allowed. Jackson earned All-America honors,
while Fitzpatrick and Humphrey were named to freshman
All-American teams. Cornerback Cyrus Jones was drafted in the
second round by the New York Giants.

- The 2014 defense was No. 6 nationally in scoring defense
and No. 12 nationally in total defense. Belk helped develop
Landon Collins, who finished his senior season as a unanimous
All-American selection and was drafted by the New York Giants
in the second round.

« Prior to Alabama, Belk was the defensive secondary coach at
Valdosta State in 2012-13. He was a defensive assistant and
worked with special teams in 2011. During his tenure, Valdosta
State produced a 24-10 record and won the NCAA Division I
National Championship in 2012. Belk helped develop two
All-Americans, two Academic All-Americans and three All-Gulf
South Conference selections. Cornerbacks Dominique Wheeler
and Matt Pierce signed free agent contracts in the NFL with
Jacksonville Jaguars and Tennessee Titans, respectively.
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SHANNON DAWSON

PASSING GAME COORDINATOR/QUARTERBACKS | THIRD SEASON

THE DAWSON FILE

Hometown .................. Clinton, La.
College........ccouvennn. Wingate, 2001
Family ......ooooeiiiins wife, Chelsea

children, Acelyn & Baker

Playing History

1999-01. v Wingate

Coaching History

2019-present ......ooveeunnnnns Houston
Tight Ends

2016-18....coeieenannn Southern Miss
Offensive Coordinator/QBs

2015, e Kentucky
Offensive Coordinator/QBs

2013-T4 oo West Virginia
Offensive Coordinator/QBs

20120 West Virginia
Offensive Coordinator/WRs

2010 West Virginia
Inside Receivers

2008-10......eeuvennnn Stephen F. Austin
Offensive Coordinator/QBs

2006-07. . nveeeeiiieaaea Millsaps
Offensive Coordinator/QBs

2005 .. New Mexico State
Graduate Assistant

2004............. Southeastern Louisiana
Running Backs

2003.......eunns Southeastern Louisiana
Offensive Quality Control

2002. ... Wingate
Wide Receivers

Bowls Coached (9)

2020 New Mexico .............. Houston

2017 Independence. ....... Southern Miss

2016 New Orleans ........... Southern Miss

2014 Liberty ............... West Virginia

2012 Pinstripe ............. West Virginia

2011 0range............... West Virginia

2010 FCSPlayoffs............... Stephen F. Austin

2009 FCS Playoffs............... Stephen F. Austin

2006 Division Il Playoffs............ Millsaps

Coaching Accomplishments

- Shannon Dawson is in his third season at Houston and will
serve as the passing game coordinator/quarterbacks coach in
2021. He was named to the Houston staff on Jan. 11, 2019,
after three seasons as offensive coordinator at Southern Miss.

«In 2020, Dawson tutored Clayton Tune in his first full season
as the Cougars’ starting quarterback. Tune threw for 2,048
passing yards, 25th-most in UH single-season history in 2020
and threw for multiple touchdowns in six of eight games.

« His final year at Southern Miss saw the Golden Eagles as the
No. 3 team nationally in completion percentage, completing
69.2 percent of their passes. Sophomore quarterback Jack
Abraham ranked third in the league and 22nd nationally with
an average of 260.8 passing yards per game while leading
the nation with a completion percentage of 73.1 percent
and ranking fourth nationally with 24.8 completions per
game. Sophomore receiver Quez Watkins earned first team
All-Conference USA honors after finishing second in the league
with nine touchdown receptions while true freshman center
Trace Clopton earned FWAA Freshman All-America honors.

- Despite missing his starting quarterback for three games
and in limited action in two more contests in 2017, the Golden
Eagles were still able to amass 424.6 total yards per game, just
behind league champion Florida Atlantic and West Division
champ North Texas. His efforts also helped former Golden
Eagle Ito Smith become just the 10th running back in FBS
history to rush for over 4,000 yards and collect at least 1,000
receiving yards.

« In his first season with Golden Eagles, he mentored Nick
Mullens in his senior season, who ended his career first in
passing yards and touchdowns thrown. Mullens signed a
free-agent contract with the San Francisco 49ers heading into
this season. Southern Miss also set a school record for total
offensive yards in a game with 702 against Rice.

« He also helped build some of the nation’s most prolific
offenses at West Virginia, where he spent four seasons,
including his last three as offensive coordinator. In his last
season in Morgantown, WVU ranked 12th in the nation in
total offense, averaging 499.8 yards per game, and was ninth
nationally in passing offense at 317 yards per contest. The
Mountaineers averaged 33.5 points per game and set a school
record by scoring at least 30 points in eight consecutive games.
WVU also averaged more than 182 rushing yards per game.

- A native of Clinton, La., Dawson played his college football at
Wingate (N.C.) University as a quarterback and wide receiver.
He began his coaching career as receivers coach at his alma
mater in 2002.

- Dawson linked up with former Kentucky head coach Hal
Mumme in 2003-04 to help revive a program at Southeastern
Louisiana that had been dormant for 17 years. He also coached
with Mumme at New Mexico State in 2005.

- Dawson went to Millsaps College as offensive coordinator and
quarterbacks coach in 2006-07. The Majors won the Southern
(ollegiate Athletic Conference championship both years, the
first back-to-back titles in school history, and quarterback
Juan Joseph was two-time SCAC Offensive Player of the Year.
Millsaps played in the NCAA Division III playoffs in 2006.

- Dawson moved to Stephen F. Austin University as offensive
coordinator and quarterbacks coach from 2008-10. With
the Lumberjacks averaging only 16 points a game during a
winless 2007 season, Dawson helped orchestrate an amazing
turnaround in SFA's offensive fortunes. In his first season, the
Lumberjacks ranked third in the nation in passing offense, 13th
in total offense and 14th in scoring offense.

- SFA won or shared the Southland Conference championship
the next two seasons, advancing to the Football Championship
Subdivision playoffs both years. In 2009-10, SFA led the nation
in passing offense while ranking in the top six nationally in
total offense and scoring. Quarterback Jeremy Moses was
a two-time All-American, two-time Southland Conference
Offensive Player of the Year and won the Walter Payton
Award as the FCS National Player of the Year. Wide receivers
Dominique Edison and Contrevious Parks went on to play in
the NFL.
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THE JONES FILE

Hometown ................. Dallas, Texas

College..........c.... Texas Tech, 2006

Family ..ot wife, Toya

sons, Jordyn & Londyn

Playing History

2003-06. .. e.vveeiiiaiaan Texas Tech

Coaching History

2027, Houston
Run Game Coordinator/0L

2019-2020 ......oevniieinnn Houston
(o-Offensive Coordinator/OL

2017-18. 0o Texas Tech
Offensive Line

201516, 0o Gl
Run Game Coordinator/0L

2010-14. .0 ECU
Offensive Line

2009.....ciiiinnn Sam Houston State
Running Backs/Tight Ends

2007-08. ..o Texas Tech
Offensive Assistant

Bowls Coached (9)

2020 New Mexico............... Houston

2017 Birmingham .............. Texas Tech

2015 Armed Forces .................. Gl

2014 Birmingham .................. ECU

2013 St. Petersburg................. ECU

2012 New Orleans .................. ECU

2010 Military ......ovveneiniiies ECU

2008 Cotton .....veevvnnnn. Texas Tech

2007 Gator ........ovuviennn.. Texas Tech

Bowls Played (4)

2006 Insight .................. Texas Tech

2005 Cotton ....vveevvnnnn Texas Tech

2004 Holiday. ................. Texas Tech

2003 Houston................. Texas Tech

BRANDON JONES

RUNNING GAME COORDINATOR/OFFENSIVE LINE | THIRD SEASON

Coaching Accomplishments

- Brandon Jones is in his third season as the University of
Houston. Prior to the 2021 season, Jones was promoted to run
game coordinator and will continue to serve as the Cougars’
offensive line coach.

Jones was named co-offensive coordinator and offensive
line coach at Houston on Jan. 11, 2019, after two seasons as
offensive line coach at Texas Tech.

« Jones joined the Houston program after overseeing the front
unit of a team that ranked No. 12 nationally in total offense
and No. 3 nationally in passing offense. Sophomore Jack
Anderson earned second-team All-Big 12 honors under Jones'
leadership.

« In his first season in Lubbock, Jones mentored a young
offensive line that featured a junior, three sophomores and
a true freshman in the starting lineup for the majority of the
season. Tech still managed to remain one of the nation’s top
offenses, however, as the Red Raiders ended the year ranked
ninth nationally for passing offense, 16th for total offense and
23rd for scoring.

« Anderson developed into one of the top freshmen in the
country during his first semester on campus as he earned
Freshman All-America honors by both ESPN and USA Today.
Anderson, who started all 13 games at right guard, was the
first Red Raider to collect Freshman All-America accolades
since 2013 and the first offensive lineman to do so since 2012.

+ In addition, the running game drastically improved during
Jones' first season as Tech averaged 140.9 rushing yards per
game, an improvement by nearly 40 yards from the 2016
campaign.

+ Jones arrived at Tech after helping build Cal’s offensive line
into one of the top units in the country in 2016. Jones, who
served as run game coordinator and offensive line coach,
boosted a unit that ranked 82nd in sacks allowed the year
prior to his arrival to 22nd nationally and second in the Pac-12
Conference at the end of the 2016 campaign.

« Cal was one of the top offenses in the country in positive plays
during Jones' final season as the Golden Bears ranked 13th in
tackles for loss allowed. Cal was also among the top-10 teams
nationally in passing offense and total offense during his two
seasons.

« Jones was hired at Cal after helping install a wide-open
spread offense during his five seasons at East Carolina. The
Pirates saw quick results in just Jones' first season as East
Carolina ended the year ranked eighth nationally in passing
offense, 16th in scoring offense and 25th in total offense.

« The Pirates rewrote the school record book during Jones’
tenure, breaking the marks for scoring average (40.2), first
downs (346), passing offense (328.1 yards per game) and total
offense (533.0 yards per game). He produced seven offensive
linemen who earned all-conference honors during his tenure
which also featured four bowl appearances.

+ Jones spent one season coaching running backs and tight
ends at Sam Houston State (2009) before joining the East
Carolina staff. The Sam Houston State position was his first

full-time role after his two seasons as an offensive assistant
with the Red Raiders.

« Texas Tech experienced one of its most successful two-year
runs in school history during Jones' two seasons on staff. The
Red Raiders combined for 20 wins during that time which
featured trips to the Gator Bowl (2007) and the Cotton Bowl
(2008) as well as an end-of-season top-25 ranking from the
Associated Press and USA Today Coaches’polls.

« Jones began his coaching career after starting 22 games
mainly at center for the Red Raiders. He earned honorable
mention All-Big 12 accolades as a junior before becoming a
Rimington Award (nation’s top center) candidate during his
senior season.

« The Red Raiders combined to win 17 games over his final two
seasons, the final of which was highlighted by Tech’s come-
from-behind victory over Minnesota in the 2006 Insight Bowl.
Tech trailed Minnesota by 31 points in the third quarter before
rallying for a 44-41 overtime victory, marking the largest
comeback in bowl history.

2021 HOUSTON FOOTBALL MEDIA GUIDE

UHCOUGARS.COM




ASSISTANT COACHES

GOIEIONFOOTBALL W |

THE BLACKWELL FILE

Hometown ........... St. Petershurg, Fla.
College. ....ovvveneiininnenns USF, 2002
Family .......oooeennn. wife, Sharvettye

daughters, LeQuay & Shaye

Playing History

1999-2002 .....ovveniiiiiinnn USF

Coaching History

2020-present ......oouieinnnnn. Houston
Running Backs

20190 Houston
(o-Offensive Coordinator/QBs

2018 West Virginia
Running Backs

2016-17. .o Toledo
Running Backs

2015, Florida
Quality Control Specialist

20M4.....eenl. Lakewood High School
Assistant Head Coach/
Offensive Coordinator

201300 USF
Director of Player Development

201200 Western Kentucky
Running Backs

2009-11. e USF
Quarterbacks

2007-08............ Freedom High School
Head Coach

2006..............t Freedom High School
Offensive Coordinator

Bowls Coached (8)

2020 New Mexico............... Houston

2018 Camping World......... West Virginia

2017 Dollar General................. Toledo

2016 Camelia..............o.eee Toledo

2015GHIUS oo Florida

2012 Little Caesars. ................ WKU

2010 Meineke Car Care .............. USF

2009 International.................. USF

MARQUEL BLACKWELL

RUNNING BACKS | THIRD SEASON

Coaching Accomplishments

« Marquel Blackwell is in his third season as an assistant at
Houston, where he coaches running backs. Blackwell joined
the Houston staff on Jan. 11, 2019, after serving as the running
backs coach at West Virginia in 2018.

« In his lone season at West Virginia, Blackwell helped lead a
Mountaineer offense that eclipsed the 500-yard and 40-point
marks eight times during the season including 704 yards and
56 points vs. Oklahoma.

« West Virginia had three different running backs register 100-
yard rushing games during the 2018 season in Leddie Brown,
Kennedy McKoy and Martell Pettaway. Brown became the
first WVU true freshman to record multiple 100-yard rushing
games since Noel Devine in 2007.

« Blackwell arrived in West Virginia after serving as the running
backs coach at Toledo in 2016-17. He was part of a staff that
led the Rockets to a 20-7 mark during his tenure, including
an 11-3 record in 2017, the 2017 Mid-American Conference
championship and two bowl appearances.

« Terry Swanson led the Mid-American Conference with 1,363
rushing yards and was third in the league with 14 touchdowns.

« That same season saw Shakif Symour run for 704 yards and
had 12 rushing touchdowns, No. 3 in the MACand No. 4 among
all freshman in FBS. Against Bowling Green, Seymour tied a
school record with five rushing touchdowns.

+In 2016, Kareem Hunt led the MACand was No. 15 nationally
with 1,475 yards while rushing for at least 100 yards eight
times.

« A third-round NFL Draft selection by the Kansas City Chiefs,
Hunt finished with a Toledo-record 4,945 yards, ranking No. 3
in MAC history.

« Under Blackwell’s guidance, Toledo ranked fourth in the MAC
in rushing offense (195.0 ypg) in 2016. He helped four running
backs to gain 200 yards or more rushing during the season.
Swanson was second on the team with 600 rushing yards.

« Prior to his time at Toledo, Blackwell coached 20 high school
players who earned Division | scholarships, as well as three
college players who became first-round NFL draft picks.

« Blackwell’s first coaching positions came at Freedom High in
New Tampa, Florida, first as the offensive coordinator in 2006,
then as the head coach from 2007-08. He returned to USF from
2009-11 as a quality control coach.

- Following a year as the running backs coach at Western
Kentucky in 2012, Blackwell returned to USF, as the director of
player development in 2013. He returned to the high school
ranks in 2014 as the offensive coordinator at Lakewood High,
before spending the 2015 season at Florida as a quality control
specialist, working with the Gator quarterbacks.

« As a player, Blackwell was USF's starting quarterback for four
years (1999-2002) and led the Bulls to a 30-12 mark. He threw
for 9,108 yards and 57 touchdowns and had 1,235 rushing yards
and 20 touchdowns in his career. He set most of the Bulls’ career
passing records and is among the tops in rushing yards and
touchdowns. The three-year captain led the Bulls to a 9-2 record
as a senior before playing in the NFL with the New York Jets.
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BRIAN EARLY

DEFENSIVE LINE | THIRD SEASON

THE EARLY FILE

Hometown .............. Monticello, Ark.
College......... Arkansas-Monticello, 1994
Family ..o wife, Nanci
children, Sydney, Aivery,

Camryn, Dre

Coaching History

2019-present ......oovvennnnn. Houston
Defensive Line
2014-18. ..o Arkansas State

2013, e Arkansas
Defensive Quality Control

2009-12.......... Fayetteville High School
Defensive Coordinator

2005-08.......einnns Central Arkansas
Defensive Line/Special Teams

2004, ... Central Arkansas
Linebackers/Special Teams

2002-03......... Minnesota State-Mankato
Linebackers/Special Teams

2001.......... West Memphis High School
Defensive Coordinator

1999-2000 .......... Arkansas-Monticello
Linebackers

1994-98........... Greenland High School
Defensive Coordinator

Bowls Coached (6)

2020 New Mexico............... Houston
2018 Arizona. ... Arkansas State
2017 Camellia. . Arkansas State
2016Cure .....vvvvennnnn Arkansas State
2015 New Orleans ........... Arkansas State
2014 GoDaddy ............ Arkansas State

Coaching Accomplishments

« Brian Early is in his third season at Houston. He was named defensive line
coach at Houston on Jan. 18, 2019, after five seasons in the same position
at Arkansas State.

« All five seasons at A-State saw the Red Wolves rank among the top 41
teams in the nation in both sacks and tackles for loss, while he also tutored
at least two all-conference selections on the defensive line each year.
Arkansas State made five straight postseason appearances at the 2015
GoDaddy Bowl, 2015 New Orleans Bowl, 2016 Cure Bowl, 2017 Camellia
Bowl and 2018 Arizona Bowl, and the Red Wolves won back-to-back Sun
Belt Conference titles in 2015 and 2016 with a combined 15-1 record.

« His lines have been a menace behind the line as Arkansas State had at
least five tackles for loss in 39 of its last 42 games and has ranked in the
top 25 nationally in each of the last three seasons in TFLs including 13th
in 2018.

«The 2018 season saw Arkansas State as one of the toughest defenses in
the air, finishing the season 11th nationally in passing defense, allowing
only 177.8 passing yards per game.

« 2018 also saw defensive end Ronheen Bingham named the Sun Belt
Defensive Player of the Year after leading the league with 18.5 tackles
for loss and nine sacks, numbers that ranked 15th and 26th, respectively.
Bingham was one of four defensive linemen to earn postseason honors
from the conference as defensive end William Bradley-King and defensive
tackle Forrest Merrill each earned second-team honors while defensive
tackle Kevin Thurmon earned honorable mention honors.

« He coached Ja'Von Rolland-Jones all four years of his career, tutoring the
defensive end who was twice named the Sun Belt Conference Player of
the Year and concluded his time at A-State as the NCAA's second all-time
leader in career sacks (43.5) and ranked eighth in tackles for loss (64.5).
Also Arkansas State’s and the Sun Belt Conference’s all-time leader in
sacks, Rolland-Jones signed a free agent contract with the NFLs Cincinnati
Bengals following the 2017 season.

«In 2017, Early’s defensive line helped A-State rank No. 6 in the nation in
tackles for loss (8.3 per game) and No. 19 in sacks (2.92 average) as he was
nominated for the Broyles Award. Those numbers came one year after the
Red Wolves led the country in tackles for loss (9.6 per game) and ranked
No. 6 in sacks (3.3 average) in 2016.

« Including Rolland-Jones as first-team selection, the Red Wolves had four
defensive linemen named All-Sun Belt Conference in 2017. Also earning
the recognition were Ronheen Bingham (2nd Team, DE), Caleb Caston
(Third Team, DE) and Dee Liner (Honorable Mention, DL). In addition to
Rolland-Jones signing an NFL free agent contract, Liner also signed with
the Kansas City Chiefs.

«The 2016 defensive-line production led to A-State placing two defensive
ends on the First Team All-Sun Belt Conference squad, including Rolland-
Jones as he became just the second defensive player in league history to
be named its Player of the Year. Fellow defensive end Chris Odom finished
the year with 12.5 sacks and signed a free agent contract with the Atlanta
Falcons.

« Rolland-Jones and Odom made up the only set of teammates in the
nation during 2016 to both rank among top 10 players in the nation
in total sacks, as well as the top 20 players in tackles for loss. Early also
coached interior defensive lineman Waylon Roberson to an Honorable
Mention All-Sun Belt Conference season.

« A-State’s 2015 campaign saw three of his players eamn all-league
recognition as well. Rolland-Jones, who ended 2015 ranked second in
the nation in sacks per game among active players, earned first-team
recognition to lead the group. Senior defensive end Chris Stone was
tabbed second team and senior defensive lineman Robert Mondie was a
third-team choice. His defensive linemen helped A-State rank first in the
nation in defensive touchdowns (8) and interceptions (26) and second in
turnovers gained (34).

« Led by Rolland-Jones with a team-high nine sacks, A-State’s 2.4 sacks per
game was the 41st highest average in the nation. Additionally, the squad’s
6.8 tackles for loss ranked 38th.

« His first season working with the A-State defensive line saw the Red
Wolves rank No. 17 in the nation in team sacks (2.85 per game) and No.
36 in team tackles for loss (6.6 per game). Early’s line was responsible for
22.5 of A-State’s 37 sacks that were the most by an A-State team since
2002 and the second most over the last 29 years. The Red Wolves' front
four also accounted for a combined 10 forced and recovered fumbles for
a defense that ranked 21st in the nation in turnovers gained and 28th in
fumble recoveries. The same group piled up 45.5 tackles for loss, which
was over half of the team’s 86 total that were the most since 2011 and tied
the program’s third most since gaining FBS status in 1992.

« He coached two All-Sun Belt Conference selections in 2014, including
second team pick Rolland-Jones and honorable mention choice Stone.
Despite playing in just 10 games before suffering a season-ending injury,
Rolland-Jones, named a SCOUT second team Freshman All-American,
tallied a team-high eight sacks that were the 11th most in school history
for a single season, ranked as the fifth most in the Sun Belt Conference
and were the 14th most in the nation. He posted a school-record five
sacks against Idaho, which also tied the Sun Belt record and the most
in the nation for the 2014 season. The redshirt freshman also collected
ateam-high 12.0 tackles for loss that were the 10th most in the league.

« Early’s position group has been the driving force leading to a combined
146 sacks that are the program’s most over any four-year span since
moving to FBS status in 1992. The Red Wolves also posted at least 86
tackles for loss each of the last four seasons, achieving the feat for the first
time in school history.

« With previous coaching stops at Central Arkansas, Arkansas-Monticello
and three Arkansas high schools, Early brought deep ties to the state with
him. Prior to A-State, he most recently served as the University of Arkansas
Defensive Quality Control Coach in 2013. His journey to Arkansas State also
included a stop on the coaching staff at Minnesota State-Mankato.

« Early spent the four years before his time at Arkansas as defensive
coordinator at Fayetteville High School, where he helped the Bulldogs
to three straight 7A state championship game appearances and back-to-
back titles in 2011 and 2012. The 2011 and 2012 Fayetteville teams were
ranked in the top 50 nationally by MaxPreps.

« His 2012 Fayetteville defense included Brooks Ellis, a two-time Arkansas
High School Defensive Player of the Year, and Alex Brignoni, whose 19
career interceptions ranked first all-time in Arkansas history in the state’s
largest classification.

« Early went to Fayetteville High School after coaching defensive line for
four years and linebackers for one year while also serving as special teams
co-coordinator at Central Arkansas. In his time with UCA, the Bears won
two conference championships in two different classifications, taking the
Division Il Gulf South crown in 2005 and the FBS Southland Conference
title in 2008.

« They twice led the conference in scoring defense, and Larry Hart was
named the 2008 Southland Conference Defensive Player of the Year. UCA
also led the nation in net punting in 2008, and in 2007 All-American
Tristan Jackson led the country with an average of 23.6 yards per punt
return. Early also coached the two highest-drafted players in UCA history
as Hart was a fifth-round pick by Jacksonville in 2010 and Jacob Ford was
a sixth round selection by Tennessee in 2007.

« During the 2002 and 2003 seasons, Early was the linebackers coach and
co-special teams coordinator at Minnesota State-Mankato. He was the
defensive coordinator and strength and conditioning coordinator at West
Memphis High School in 2001, helping lead the Blue Devils to the state
quarterfinals.

« In 1999 and 2000, he was the linebackers coach and strength and
conditioning coordinator at the University of Arkansas at Monticello.
There, he coached Danielle Rollins, who led the nation in total tackles in
1999 and in tackles per game in 2000 and was named the Gulf South’s
Defensive Player of the Year in 2000.

« Early began his coaching career in 1994 as defensive coordinator and
strength and conditioning coordinator at Greenland High School. He
helped lead the Pirates to back-to-back conference championships in 1997
& 1998. The ‘98 team was the first to complete an unblemished regular
season and recorded the first playoff win in school history.
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Coaching Accomplishments

« Archie McDaniel is in his first season as the linebackers coach
at the University of Houston.

McDaniel joins the Cougars’ coaching staff after spending the
last two seasons at Texas State, coaching a pair of All-Sun Belt
Conference linebackers during the 2019 season.

He coached 2019 All-Sun Belt First-Team selection Bryan
London I, who ranked second in the conference with 118
tackles in 2019. Under McDaniel’s tutelage, linebacker Nik
Daniels was also selected as an All-Sun Belt Third Team
performer during 2019.

Prior to Texas State, McDaniel spent the 2018 season at New
Mexico as the