
How to Care for Gold-Plated Jewelry 

Caring for gold-plated jewelry is essential to maintain its luster and extend its lifespan. Gold plating 

is a thin layer of gold applied over a base metal, such as brass or silver. Due to this delicate coating, 

gold-plated pieces require gentle handling to avoid premature wear. Start by removing your jewelry 

before showering, swimming, or exercising, as exposure to water, sweat, and harsh chemicals can 

cause the gold layer to tarnish or fade. Avoid contact with lotions, perfumes, and other cosmetics; 

these can erode the gold layer over time. 

When cleaning gold-plated jewelry, use a soft, lint-free cloth to gently wipe the surface. This removes 

any oils or dirt without scratching the delicate gold layer. If deeper cleaning is necessary, mix a small 

amount of mild soap with warm water and dip a soft cloth into the solution. Wipe the jewelry 

carefully, then rinse it under lukewarm water and pat dry with a clean cloth. Avoid using abrasive 

cleaners, brushes, or ultrasonic jewelry cleaners, as these can damage the gold plating. 

To prevent scratches and tangling, store gold-plated jewelry separately in a soft pouch or a lined 

jewelry box. Keeping each piece isolated minimizes friction, which can wear down the gold coating. 

Additionally, avoid stacking or layering multiple pieces, as this increases the likelihood of scratching. 

For long-term storage, consider using anti-tarnish strips, which can absorb moisture and pollutants 

that might otherwise cause the jewelry to tarnish. 

Finally, if the gold plating starts to wear off, consider having the piece re-plated by a professional 

jeweler. This process can restore the original look of the jewelry, ensuring that it continues to shine 

beautifully for years to come. 
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